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F< OR 
A juſt and neceſlary 


POLOGY, 


FOR. 


5 The Peoples Fudgement 


OF 
OVATE DISCRETION: 


: EXHIBITED 
Againſt the arrogant Pretences and imperious 
. © Suggeſtions of Tannerns, Valentia, Bellarmine, 
; with other Advocates of the Papal Tyranny 


AND 


Tendred to the conſideration of all thoſe, who would 
ſecure themſelves againſt Antichriftian impoſtures and 
deluſions. 
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Proteſtant Intereſt, eſpeci- 
ally thoſe of the =o 


SIRS, 


FMONGST all the Con- 
»e toverfies which at this day 
| are agitated with fo much 
heat and vigour, 1n this li- 
A tigious and unquiet world, 
there is ſcarcely any of greater uſe, or 
higher importance chan that which con- 
cerns the /iberty and power of the People, 
injadging and trying the inſtructions, aſ- 
ſertions and decrees of their Teachers, 
What Zuthey ſaid of Juſtification, I may 
ſay of this, it is dodFrina ants & cadentss 
Eccleſiz, of ſuch influence upon the 
welkare, life, and being of the Church, 
A 3 that 


that ic cannot be ſecured without ic;-And 
yet there are few, if any, that have. in 
our Language treated fingly, and oy 
concerning it. I ſhall therefore, roward 
a ſupply of that defeR, diſcourſe a while 
upon it, and endeavour from Scripture» 
grounds, to evince and clear up the juſt 
extent and bounds thereof, that ſo 
Teachers may neither. be affronted by 
their People, nor People oppreſſed by 
their Teachers, bur both the one and 
the other may quietly enjoy the freedom 
and priviledge proper to their ſphere and 
ſtation, And in order. thereunto ſhall, 
before I go any further, defire you to 
take notice, that there is a four-fold 
3 Ag in matters of Religion, 1, A | 
Judement of (ſupreme legiſlation and de- 
cifionz which is peculiar unto God him- 
ſelf, the great Maker and Lord of the 
Univerſe, whoſe Prerogative it is, to 
give Laws-unto the conſciences of men, 
and preſcribe the rule, matter, order and 
manner 'of his own Worſhip and ' Ser- 
vice, and to render unto every one ac- 
cording as he does more or .leſs conform 
thereynto, - 2. A jsdement of civil. in- 
ſpetion and moderation ; and this pertains | 
co the Magiſtrate, whole office it is, nor 

only 


LY 


only to prote& the Church from the 
' rape and violence of perſecutors, but alſo 
ro ſee that all Officers and Membets 
; thereof, do keep their reſpeRive places, 
and perform their ſeveral duties, that ſo 
Religion may flouriſh, and the work of 
God, may goon and proſper. 3, A jude- 
ment of miniſterial - djrefion and i»ſftru- 
tion, which belongs unto the Paſtors 
of che Church, who both as they fic in 
council, and alſo in the courſe of their 
ordinary miniſtery, are to aſſert and de- 
fend the truth, teach their people out of 
the holy Scriptures the good knowledge 
of God, admoniſh the ſcandalous, caſt 
out the obſtinate, and reſtore the peni- 
| rent co their former communion and pri- 
viledges. 4. A judgement of private ex4- 
mination and diſcretion ;, and this belongs 
ro every individual Chriſtian, who for 
the certain information of his own judg- 
ment, and the full ſatisfation of his 
conſcience, both may and ought to try 
by the Word, not only the doctrins of 
particular Paſtors, but likewiſe the decrees 
of Councils, and ſo far as he finds them 
agreeable 'thereunto, he is to receive 
+ them, andſo farasthey are otherwiſe he 
/ istorejeR them. It is the laſt of theſe char 
-A3 falls 


falls under our preſent conſideration ; 
concerning which, Writers diſcourſe va- 
rioufly, according as their principles and 

intereſts lead them. 
1, The Fewiſh Rabbis, as they labour 
under lamentable blindageſs and ſortiſh« 
nels in other particulars, ſo they do 1a 
this; they are ſo far from allowing their 
people the liberty belonging to them, 
that they do moſt cruelly and unmerci- 
fully tyrannize overthem, holding them 
inno leſs bondage than the ſevere Zgy- 
ptians did their afflited Anceſtors in 
times paſt, Inſtead of permitting them 
the exerciſe of private, rational, ſelf- 
direQive diſcretion, which there is all the 
reaſon 'in the world they ſhould allow 
chem, they tie them up cloſely to their 
mouthes, ſtrictly charging them to be- 
lieve them, and thar without the leaſt 
hefitancy or ſcruple, let chem ſay what 
they will. Nay, ſuch is their pride and 
arrogancy, that they will bave them to 
reverence and cbſerve all their doarins 
and precepts, how abſurd or ſtrange ſo- 
ever they are, as if they were no leſs than 
ſo many rays and beams of divine light, 
darted down from the very face of God 
himſelf, Even in our Sevjoor's time they 
were 


+ 7 . 


Ka: OM $9, ſuch. þei of ſvi 
(168 Soup *F ws ho 


pan / ne 5 
QUng. con bn 6, 4 
barn, wer laid them upon 
if ghis.zyeze; nor. ſufk 
hi ime pfogendey 41 
=D _ d On few 
bus exuch ),.tp. greater lovaligels- 
\ fon. ' &. Ahhubabhlaith, The 
ne = p. 1e40h and ſpeak in their my- 
ficol and allegorical explications, the people $25 
«re brand no leſs firmly and certainly to-be- 
lieve them, quam legi Moſir, than the 
very law of Moſes, And, That if they find 
any thing that ſeems to them hyperbelical, or 
quite contrary to nature, or tos high for 
their apprebenſions , they myſt. alartb the 
fault zo their own defetive vnderflandings, 
non aujerm verbis. ipſarym, and wat t0 their 
werds; And belikewiſe ſaith, that gall sheir 
wards are the words of the living ' God-; that 
not one of them ſhall Fall to = ground in 
v4in, that the people and Re 48-helieve 
all things that are mris;by Hom, ann their 
name's that they muſt. wot iu, the Barrefelt 
op ; thers, either in ward or thought.z, and 
that he. thas does it ſhall. wot eſcapewniſh- 
meat, Whereby it. Wk .$hat-1 reed 
C - 


# Menoras 


<q  * 


| © Wbllleife' a [4 Fre articeny 
' - - =» -potr overt their-peope}*thar "they" re- 
_—__--- HilireWh&@ni'ro fhew-the fame refp&@' ro 
* 1-5 heir Affeffions, chat rhey'are' to give to 

© + the SYWipraves themfelves ; that" if they 

> MdiveCtny thing that feems ftrange or 
they-muſt nt fot r'to 


ſelf. For; ſaich he, 1f it happen that 4 

rlvate perſon know more than the wiſe men, 
and Ho bettcr underſtand the Truth than ſome 
of them, yet the conſtitution of more ought 
<t0 fland, Neq; fas erit diſſentire ab its, net- 
ther ſhall it be lawfall for him to aſſent from 
them, ſo 4s 10 do apy thing of his own opi- 
niow., In the judgement then of ſuch a- 
mongſt them, as pretend to greater ſo- 
berneſs and moderation than the reſt, a 
private man though never ſo far above 
them in abilities, may not diſſent from 
them , let them ſay what they will,” nor 
doany thing of his own opinion, though 
he have never ſo good reaſon for it, ex- 
cept they be pleaſed to allow of ir. And 
Guil, Yorſtizs tells of their Rabbines that 
they hold that their decrees do, nom mino- 
ri jure, with no leſs right bind their peoples 
p— jon. to obedience, than the Precepts 
of the written Law; that they muſt reverence 
them as they reverence God himſelf ; that 
he who diſputes againſt them contends with 
the Holy Spirit ; that he who takes up a ſtrife 
with them, is as he who takes up a ſtrife 
againft the holy Ghoſt; that he who thinks 


evilly of them, s 4s he who thinks evilly of. 


the holy Spirit. And that they may the 
better deterr the people from either con- 
bs © remning 


Not. in 
Maim. de 
fund, leg, 
c,6.p.77. 


temning or violating their Precgpes, they 


do, anathemats. fulmine ferire,excammunt- 


cate ſuch as they finde geilty thereof nay 

they do fuſtigare fine 2ftimatione & nuns- 
Buzt. SY)- 70, beat them till. they dye. If yay deſire 
_— more inſtances of this nature, tara tothe 
Herb, Authors quoted in the Margear, and they 
cox. Jud. will plentifully ſupply you, This you'l 
6.1-6-3-P- ſay is ſevere dealing, and ſuch-as can 
99. E261) 
Gul. Yor- neither conſiſt with the neceſſary liberty 
ſlizs ub of Religion or reaſon z and yet ſuch is the 


pads miſerable blindneſs and ſlavgry of their 


lieve chem, although ( as you heard be- 
fore )rhey affirm che /eft hand is the rght, 


hereof, he cells us of three Fews that 
in his Company fell into diſcourſe with 
him, and as often as he urged them with 
a Text of Scripture, ſo often they. reply- 
ed, quod Rabbint ipſorum credere teperen- 
tur , that they were bound to believe their 
Rabbi's, and that as for the Bible they were 
free from it, And thus do their Rg4b7's 
and they'moſt impiouſly and wretchedly 
combine 


and the right, the left. And for proa | 
as 


yid. 3uxt, deluded people , that they readily ſub- | 
Synag. 7ud, mit to them, Luther in a Treatiſe which | 
c.1-p.65. he wrote of the authority and faithfulneſs | 
of the Rabb;'s and cheir writings, informs | 
us that the Fews ſay they ought to be- | 


»* **® = ha, CD NM £1 | ys. - 


combine together to undo and ruine each 


other, For on the one hand, ſuch;is che 
heighr and imperiouſneſs of the Rabbs's 
chat they challenge an abſolute Authori- 
cy and Lordſhip over their poor peoples 
Faith and Conſciences, fo as to teach 
or require what they will, without being 
either contradiged or diſobeyed. And 
on the other hand, ſach is the flayery and 
baſeneſs of the people, that they proſti- 
cute themſelyes to the wills of their Rab- 
bis, ſuffering them quietly to exerciſe 


' | over them what power they pleaſe. And 
# their Rabbi's having brought them to this 
paſs, whither cannot they lead them? 
7 what may they not do with them 2 when 


the Phzliſtims had bored out Sawpſons 
Eyes, they lead him and did with him 


{ what they pleaſed, And after the ſame 


manner deal theſe proud Uſurpers with 
cheir poor people: They. firſt put ont 


| their eyes, by taking from them all li- 
# berty of private diſcretion, and having 
* got them into that condition, they do ar 
* pleaſure make a prey of them, 


2, The (ame domination chat the Jew- 


; #ſb Rabbi's challenge and - exerciſe over 
3 rheir people, the ſame the Mahowerav 
] orcs challeage. and exerciſe over 


l ; theirs. 


theirs. They will by no means endargy - 


them' to diſpute- any (thing that. is inf] -, 


joyn'd them,” but will have them to Io0] 
upon their bare word as -ſufficient War 
rant, for their Faith and practice. Thi 


\Mahomet himfelf laid a- Foundation- to 
for being "conſcious of the: weakneſs of 
the grounds he proceeded on, he ſtrialy 
forbad all Expoſtulations, and Reaſonings 


4 13- about the Religion he preſcribed, decla- 
1.lat.1, » » Fw » 

ring he would have it received: without 

any. ſcruple 'or examination” whatſoever, 

Fhiis our Writers do every where make 


mention, and Eomplain of; as a piece of | 
higheſt infolency, uſurpation, and tyran- J | 


De werit. iny, The learned Groti«# in-that excellent 
.6.9-3%+ Book which be wrote in'defence of. Chri- 
ſftianity, gives this account of his Religi- 


on, Thar it « wholly framed for ſhedding of | - 


blood; and that it challenges aſsent, nulla 


inquirends libertate, withowmt "any liberty at | 


Treatiſe of all of enquiry, And Amyrald in a dif- 


Relig. pert Courſe of the like nature fpeaks ro the | 
Po. * ſame purpoſe. There « nothing ( fairh he ) | 
he hath ſo firiftly forbidden as 10 diſpute | 


350. 


conterning his Law. Nay,' ſuch (as Dr. 


Turtop.l.1, 'Smtclive {hews out of Zigabenw ) was his | 
£.6.9.34- impatiency of:contradiRtion that he com- Þ 
manded his Vaflals to deſtroy the Chri- £ 

Tre ſtians, | 


; 


d Gabriel ; who Pn ondly.. imagine held 


 ſtians, tongs, 1n1ipſeringtderint, wber- 
Jl foruer. they. owls Light ; on them, . And, to 
-incourage thega 20 che. work, be.cold chem 
that -it- yas Meritorious, and {uchas ſhould 
be zecompenced. with ample reward, And 
when ſome of. his Diſciples) wandered, he 
ſhould-:dgliver ſach barſh,, Dodrine,; he 
an(wered),- Se. nor cum, Spirit, ſed g/adio 
weniſee,- that -be Same Meek the Spirit 
but. the Sward; and tharcther fore thoſt were 
10 be deflrgned 1hat wanld 6%. admet of. his 
Law. And+anſwerable \erpmgto 3 1$.; 
which webavein ——_ Bell 0p 


£ Specul.hiſt, 
l.213. 6.43. 
Ns 


wha, acquaints us: « Jntore A648 
cieny man; thag was a, Jew, tobe 
 2u04; <b49 a raprebg ons of 
that he-cheagd che- _ 16h Ts 
of xeproof , off kim. 
. barbaroys,1g8y Tag 
ſuch is yo ogg 
ores 19h a - 25 | 
; Go I eve - 
f fally 4d; up 20g, __ we G 
nothear,jtalk © {DTS FRY | 
para raiſed about it, Es 
of. itz but-logkingwpon it, as the Es 
and undoubted ioggs ions of I Angel 


fami- 


familiar converſe wich" him,” cloſe with ic 

and obſerye 't without *ny'teaſonings or 
| es ara concerning Kn.- Wereic 
worth the white t6 tirn 'ro other 'Ay- 


thors, 1 might multi Agro onr 'of 
them to the ſame: purpoſe," bur theſe few 
Ld have bers recliet may ſerve'to'i 

to" you' whit \&ndition the” £4 ahorrerins 
keep theit' prope in; 28 tothe - buſinels 


ner debate!” They 'zre {6 far from al- 
'I wing whe" ſidorry of ptivme exami- 


©, "nation (which Ver chelr dofttine, of any 


other that layes -chim to'Scriprure , or 
be My art of it," ! ſhould for as bkntty 
Tai cri atten tads/it, adit of the 
woewory nba ry way pe 
ke "rt ge great eſt fape tid (violence, 
away rape Ives of. 'fuch 
te la dbabts-or ſcru- 
Hop - hereby” it-is' (as Yoe- 
—_ +h 1d their 


y could hever do, 


he free" exerciſe 
| EE which belongs: ro 


ws "The: ftine courſe-rhat- "the Jewif 
2abb?'s, and * Mabowetan Milphtt's take 


with rheir people”, the' fatne the” Popiſ 
Clergy 


= 


Evirgy take with theirs? Under colqut of 
rearing popular ofpotitions and con- 
, ey Ueny thenr Ml powerin mar- 
eexs'of fn fave thit'of- aſcenr, and 
obaitthee, "telling them' jr belonys' tv” the 
Chartty 2iti” her Repteſetitagive ro Jute 
md defertyine" whar Dodrines are found 
af whit $r& not, whit is/ro be done in 
ris ſefhies'0f God, -#nd: what is not to 
be': done 5; *and hat they are 'to- ftand 
wholly26 her judgement; acquieſce in 
her? ferthce, Hind 6 Ewich her Dectees 
h&F-cor tareaſotiable forever 
any Soc -withotreicher his 
dition ov etfure.. They hojd thar their 
Felarer ant Þricffs affembled in Comncil 
ate the:'Chuteh ;| 'an@" that" they fir-noc 
there'as DoFory ro! rexch' and perfwade, 
bar-av3\P-#0s or Tadges. to-appoitit, Il 
eſtabliſh3" and rhbi#r wharever chey  &ekine 
and "determine, ought to be 'believed and 
obſerved without any further ex3mma- 
cion or tryall, ſcruple or donbring. Nay 
they look upon their Authority and wil- 
dom to be- fuch that they hold icno fefs 
than preſumption and impiery ro call in 
queſtion what is agreed upon and prefcri- 
bed by thetn. That you 'may 'nor think 
ve father upon them thoſe opinions rhiey 
neyer 
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a eld Pow to- det ribas) 
ew. you- out of their, ow appro- 


Lo, Authors ;whar,;they reach in this 
—Y \Bellarming wells us.chat though 
dels and ſaqh._as,are out ofithe Ghuzch, 


a Serena hem chat.; preach. the 


pel to, them, yer. thoſe, who are-wigh- 
in Ce Chirch and 


and underſtand 
thority. and. povieage of. it ,. may. nor 


4 


tpreach 
EY 


ag #0 
4 they honnd. pr eſewhy 
to ja 7 6. firſt ſar Minacles, or 
other. ; prob, , 0 $14 6 z;::Tbere- 


ore when * Chriſs,t6. them- out 
4 the 49a al the, Þ rophets,; they. deſer- 
ferwedl ſearched the Scriptares.- whether 
theſe. preg were 1/4 but C bribians who know 
us He Church. cannot erre in explicating 
perine 0 0 Faith , tenentur eams rect: 
pe: ttare an hec ita [e babtant, 
fland_ ;elwpy 16.rective it, and not to dowbt 
whether theſe thipgs are ſo, Sothatin his 


judgement , as ſoon as a man comes to 


knoy the: Church, and underſtand "2 
the 


try. thoſe ghing$/which | 


2 
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the 'Paſtors of it, he muſt then queſtion 
no further, but muſt ſtand_ro their judg- 
ments, and receive their difates even in 
matters of faith, without either trial or 
doubting, -Thovgh he may enquire after 
the Church, and doubt till he know ir , 
yer when he bath once found irc, he muſt 
do ſo.no more; he muſt chen turn his 
trying -and doubting into afſenting and 
obeying, But Bellarmire is not herein 


alone ; Yalentia ſpeaks to the ſame pur- 4,4, #1. 
poſe, Then ((aith he) do we ſufficiently wn- Cath. !-8. c 
derſtand the ſpirit of the dotfrine, when we "7 


perceive it to be proprunded by the lawful 
Paſtors of the Church, eſpecially if a Council 
aſſent, Here, whoſoever does not acquieſct, 
but going further arrogates to himſelf judg- 
ment over his Judges, and queſtions whe- 
ther thoſe things are truths, which are de- 
fined by ſuch as are ſet over us in the Church, 
by whom the holy Ghoſt would bave us to be 
* taught: non exequitur ſed tranſereditur [u- 
# perbe ac contumaciter, he does not obſerve, 
= but proudly and contumaciouſly tranſereſs 
the method of proving ſpirits preſcribed by 
the divine Law, Whereby you ſee he 
looks vpon the power of judging as pe- 
culiar to the Paſtors of che Charch, in 
whole ſentence he will have us to ac- 


(a) quieſce, 


{o'loq.Ra- 
tisb. ſeſſ. 9. 


[2 


Jer. 3. 1. 


P 
5 


280. 


(al,11F. 


iefce, and froth which he thinks ic is'ſo 
ar from being lawful co deparr, as that 


he reaches, we may not without guilt of | 


vain and ſinful arrogancy ſo much as take 


upon us ro call it in queſtion, or paſs cen- | 


ſare upon it. This indeed is high and 
ſately doQtrin, and yet as if this were not 
ſufficiently correſpondent and uniform 
to the Roman pride and greatneſs, Tan- 
#erus goes further, and tells us, that the 
people are ſo far under the government of 
their ſuperiours, that zf they erre in de- 
fining of any doabt, wi tals regiminls errare 
poſſunt, imo debent 5, They may by virtue of 
the ſaid government erre with them, nay, 
they owght to do it. Upon the recital 


whereof, I may well break forth into the 
Prophet's pathexical exclamation, and ſay, | 
Be aitoniſhed, 0 ye heavens, at thir! How © 
ſadis it that ever Chriſtian tongue ſhould | 
utter ſuch abſurd and poiſenous dofrin ! | 
What fons of meekneſs and tenderneſs 
do theſe men ſometimes ſeem to be, and ® 


yet what ſlaves and vaſſals wonld they 


make of the people ? though they have ra- : 
tional powers and diſcerning ſenſes, yet * 


they muſt not uſe them. The gods of I 


the Heathens have eyes and cannot ſee, 


ears and cannot hear, mouthes and cannot 


ſpeak; © 


wwſt not hear, mouthes and zwſ# not 
ſpeak, but muſt acquieſce in the judg- 
ment and ſentence of their Maſters, with- 
out enquiring or buſying themſelves any 
further. Though a filly 4{s may in ſome 
caſes reply upon her Maſter, rebuke and 
condemn him, yer may not chey in any caſe 
xeply upon them, or ia the leaſt call in 
queſtion whar is taught, impoſed ordone 


ſpeak: but its far otherwiſe wich them 
they have eyes and msſfs not ice, ears and 


2 Per.z. 
16, ; 


by them, bur muſt ſtoop dowa under the 


burdea that is laid upon them, withour 
3ny exceptions or debates whatſoever. 
And ſuch as is the docrin of theſe men, 
ſuch is their proof, The holy Ghoſt in 
the Hiſtory of God's dealing with Job, 
= faith, The oxen were plowing, and the aſſes 
3 feeding beſides them; from whence, for 
* want of betterevidence, they infer, that 
there are two ſorts of perſons in the 
Church, Majores and Mznores; that is to 
ſay, the Clergy and the Laityz and that 
 thelatter, in matters to be believed, are 
-; todepend upon the former, According 
*Z to which race of arguing, I know no 
2 party ingaged in a caufe fo deſperate, 
2 that may not even from Scripture far- 
7 niſh themſelves with ſufficient ſtrength. 
(a2) If 


Job x. 14. 
Aquin, 22. 
q.2,4 6. 


jer.r7,18. 


Epiſt. to 


the Pa'os 


of tie 


( af l[. Ba-' 
ſl. art,10, 


p. 137. 
Chamter, 


Panſt. t. 3. 
a 0 8 
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If this kind of reaſoning may be allowed, 
I ſee nor but the Curare, following the 


-wulcar Latiy, might from that of Jeremy, 
-Paveant illi, © non paveam eeo, fairly 


enough infer, that the Pariſbioners were 


T0 pave the Chancel, and not he. 
4. Notwithſtznding the harſhneſs of Þ 
this dodtrin, againſt the peoples judgment Þ 


of private 4ſcretion, and the ridiculaul- 
neſs of. the proof alledged for it, yet 
are there ſome even among(t us, and luch 


roo as would be thought to be none of | 
the worſt-Proteſtants, who ſtand up for #3 
It and urge it.. The Biſhop of Edinburgh © 
derermins., that where: a man bath not «4 | 
Law, his own judgment is the ral of his © 
Church of: Conſcience 5 but where there is a Law, the & 
Scotland. 7, aw muſt be. the rule, Wherein he aſſerts # 
theſe twoeertors; the one is, that men may # 
make: Laws,. and bind burdens ;wheie Z 
Chriſt bath nor done ic 5 which as it: 's # 
contrary to- Proteſtant doftrin, fo it is Z 
inconſiſtent with, and deſtructive of our | 
Chriſtian liberty. Theother is, That the | 


Laws ot men do preponderate and ſuper- 


ſede the authority of conſcience, ſo thar 3 


we muſt nat appeal from them to it, but 2 
from it to them, which amounts co nv © 


leſs than plain blaſphemy, and leads to 
NO © 
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no other than:down right atheiſm; Trus 
Religion teaches, that all fleſh muſt be ſilent 
before the Lord; that the conſcience is 
God's Vice-gerent, deputed by him to 
rule in the foul, and that the dictares 
thereof are ſacred and inviolable ; but 
this man hath found out other kind of 
doQtrin :- he will have the authority of 
humane Laws to be (uperiour to. that of 
conſcience, and that the former is nar 
ro ſtoop unto the latter, bur the Jatter 
unto the former, which indeed is a good 
device to propagate Heat*eniſm, Turciſm, 


® and ſuch like prevailing impoltures, but 


= not true piety and holineſs, which.though 
| ſometimes they have Kings for nurſong i. 49. 12, 


* fathrrs, and Queens, for nurſing mothers to 


them, yet for the moſt part thev have 
the powers and laws of the earth agunſt 
them. Notwithſtanding the Archiuſhop 


* of St. Andrews ſteers his courle the ſame 
& way, and tells us, that in things indifferent, 50" M. 


Seymn at 


” we muſs always eſteem that to b2 beſt, and (ently, 
, moſt ſcemly, which ſeemeath ſo in the cye of 


4 publick authority, neither is it fir private 
Y men to contrel publick judgment. as thy 


cannot make pablick conſtitutions, ſo they 
may not control ner diſebey them, being once 
madre, Indeed authoi:y cuzhs to lock well 


(43) ts 


to this, that it preſcribe notbing but rightly, 
appoitt no rites nor orders in the Charch, 
but ſuch as may ſet forward gadlineſs and 
piety. Net put the caſe that ſome be otherwiſe 
eſtabliſhed, they muſt be obeyed by ſuch as 
ere members of that Church, as long as they 
have the force of a _— &'c. But 
thou wilt ſay, My conſcience ſuffers me not 
#0 obey, for 1 am perſuaded that ſuch things 
are not right, nor appointed ; 1 anſwer thee, 
in matters of this nature and quality, the 
ſentence of thy ſuperioars ought to dire@ thee, 
and that is ſufficient ground to thy conſcience 
for obeying. Inthings then of indifferency, 
wherher we have eyes or no, we muſt 
make no uſe of them, but muſt ſee with # 
thoſe of authority, We muſt nor, like 7 
creatures that have reaſon, weigh things 
In the ballance of our own judgments,but 

like ſuch as are utterly deſticure of ir, rake 
them upon the recommendation of ſuch 


aS are overus. Andif (which is no un- * 


uſual thing ) it fall ont, chat they either #7 
chrough ignorance, - partiality, prejudice, % 
or the like, appoint ſuch orders, as are 
not onely againſt conſcience, ( which 
through mis-information may erre ) but 
likewiſe the holy Scriptures, yet we muſt 
obey, ſatisfying our ſelves with this, that 
it 
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it is alithority that does enjoyn them. 
This, one would think, were doGrin too 
groſs, to gain advocates in a place of ſuch 
light as Exglandis ; and yer Dr, Covel and 
Dr, Burgeſs owa it, and plead forit : they 


ſay, The precept of the ſuperiour binds more $ee v4. 
than the conſcience of the inferiour can; and Ames 


that the ſubjefF baving the commazxd of the 
Kinz or Biſhop for his warrant, ought not to þ 
examine, but onely to perform what he ſeeth 
commanded, From hence you may lean 
how much theſe men efteem of the pre- 
cepts of ſuperiours, and how little of the 
dictates of conſcience, rhough never ſo 
well inftrated and informed, In thoſe 
things wherein the authoricy of ſaperi- 
ours does not interpoſe it (elf, by deter- 
mining, commanding, forbidding, or ſuch 
like as, it hath ſome power z bur in 
thoſe things wherein ir does interpoſe, ic 
hath none at all, but muſt ſilently ac- 
quieſce, If ſuperiours ſay, that light is 
darkneſs, or darkneſs is light ; that good 
is evil, or eyilis good 5 we myſt, rhough 
conſcience tell us quite otherwiſe, afſenr 
and believe. If they forbid us rodo what 
conſcience ſaith, God hath commanded, 
or command us to do what Conſcience 
ſaich, he hath forbidden, we myſt with- 


(ag) Our 
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out the leaſt {cruple or relaQancy obey 
them, lookin; upon this as ſufficient 
warrant to us, that what we omit -or do 
is by their appointment. And what reli- 
gion, faith, worſhip, or courſe of lite is 
ſo bad, that this do@tine, if reduced to 
practice, will not lead a man to ? nay, to 
maintain ſuch kind of doCtrin, what is 
it leſs cthan'to juſtifie all the cruelty and 
wickedneſs thag hath been done at the 
appolntment. of higher powers, whether 
Civil or Ecclefiaſtical, ever ſince they had 
an Exiſtence in the world ? Nay, whatis 
it but. to condemn the generation of the juſt, 
and throw dirt in the face of the bleſſed 
Martyrs, and faithful ſervants of God in 
allages, who our of the entire zeal chey 
have born to him, and the reſpe& they 
have had to their own conſciences, bave 
ſtill, as occaſion hath been offered, with- 
ſtood the unjuſt commands of the Rulers 
under whom they have lived, and denied 
their obedience to them ? For thoſe I 
here deal with, to pretend they give this 
power to Rulers only in things indifferent 
and lawful, does ( as a 
ſhews) avail little, whiles in the mean 
time they make them the ſole Judges of 
what is indifierent and what 15 not in- 
d:tferent, 


good Author #7 


different, of what is lawful and what is 
not lawful. What difference ( as to con- 
ſequence ) is there berwixt ſaying, Rulers 
may enjoyn us to worſhip an Idol, and it 
belongs onely to Rulers to judge whar is 
an Idol> none ar all. The ſame dodtrin 
that teaches it belongs onely to Rulers to 
judge what 1s indifferent and what is not 
incitierent, what is lawful and what1s nor 
lawful, and thac we are bound to ſtand to 
cheir appointment ; teaches in etlec, that 
it they enjoyn us to worſhip an [dol, we 
we muſt do it. And therefore it is fad, 
$ that men who pretend reipect to the Pro- 
# t:/lant intereſt, ſhould allow of, much 
# more thar they ſhould broach doctrin of 
ſuch illinfſuence and tendency, Bur they 
$ are not without their followers, How or- 
dinary iS it at this day for men in all com- 
* pantes and places we fall into, as ſoon 
as ever we begin to ſpeak of matters 
3 of Religion, eſpecially thoſe wt.ich con- 
# cern Worſhip and Diſciplire, preſently to 

refer us to the Chutch, and tell us, thar 
the Church requires and forbids us todo 
ſoand lo, and to ask who muſt be Judge, 
you or the Church « and what, wiil you 
be wiſer than the Church, and will you 
not obey the Church? And juch is their 
bliad 


blind zeal, that though this be all the 
ſtrength they have co arge, yer if we will 
not thereupon comply with them, they 
forthwith exclaim againſt us, as proud, 
wiltull, ſchiſmatical, ſedicious, nay repre- 
ſent and reproach us as people unwor- 
thy to live, This is ſo common, that I 
believe there are few that read theſe lines, 
but they know what I ſay to be truth, 
Now what unreaſonable dealing is this, 
how contrary to the Scriptures, and un- 
ſuitable to the Religion we do profeſs £ 
Thar in 7taly, Spain, and fuch like pla- 
ces where Antichriſt bears ſway, they 
ſhould make ſuch language the keeping 
of their. Song, is not much to be mar- 
vel'd at, but that the people of Ezg- 
land, which God hath made a Tabor of 
Goſpel light and glory, ſhould be guilcy 
of ſo much folly and baſeneſs, is a ching 
more remarkable, and ſuch, as if Pro-. 
vidence prevent not, may prove a buſi- 
neſs of very bad conſequence, It's to 
be feared, that thoſe. amongſt us who ſo 
zealouſly cry up implicit Faith, and Obe- | 
dience to our own Chutch, will if the |} 
ſcales turn do it to another. I ſpeak | 
not this to detract in the leaft from the 
juſt Authority of the Church, or co &i- 
miniſh 


| 
| 
, 


belonging to her, but to obviate the 
fooliſh, vain, ſervile diſpofition of ſome, 
who think they cannot ſufficiently evi- 
dence themſelves to be true Sons of 
the Church, unleſs they aſcribe ro her 
ſuch a tranſcendent, magiſterial, uncon» 
trollable power as Jeſws Chriſs never 1n- 
veſted her with. As men ſhould take care 
that they withhold not from her any 
reſpe& that Jeſws Chriſt hath appointed 
them to give her, ſo they ſhould like- 
wiſe take care, that they give her no 


miniſh either the reverence or obedience 


more than what he hath allowed her. 


The ſame Apoſtle that commands us to 
obey them that have the rule over us, for- 
bids us to think of men above that which 
& written, We muſt neither fo honour 
God as to withhold or diminiſh the re- 
ſpe due to men, nor ſo reſpe& men, as 


Heb, 13. 


I7. 
x Cor.4.6. 


to withhold or diminiſh the honour doe 


to God, but following the advice of our 
S4viour, we muſt give wnto God the things 
that are Gods, and unto Men the things that 
are mens, Bur, 

5, All Orthodox, Proteſtant Writers 
who adhere to the Scriprare, and are (in- 
cere to the reformed Intereſt, deliver 0- 
ther kinde of Doctrine, teaching rhac 
the 


Mar. 234 
21, 


the people are nor ſuch 1diots as thoſe 


before mentioned would make them, no! 


ſo little concern'd in the bulineſs of Re- 
ligion, bur char chey have belonging to 
chem a Judgemenr. of private diſcretion, 
by virtue whereof they have power of 
examining and trying whatever 1s pro- 
pounded to them by their Leaders for 
cheir inſtruction, edification or uſe, As 
they allow unto Magiſtrates a jadgement 
of civil inſpetion, by virtue whereot 
they ought ro ſee that all things in the 
Church be done decently and 4n order; 
and unto Paltors a Judgement of mrni- 
fterial dircaion, by virtue whereof they 
may meet together, debate and decree 


ſuch things as are conducible to the more } 
acceptable, and ſuccels{ull carrying on | 


of the work of Chriſt, ſo ( becauſe both 
Magiſtrates and Miniſters ate bur ſubor- 


cinare Judges, bound up to the ſentence | 


'of God ſer down in his Word, from 
which ir is poſſible they may erre) they 
zllow nnto all Chriſtians a Judgement 


of private diſcretioz, by virtue . whereof Þ 


they not only may, but oughr ( as they 
render their own ſafety) co bring tl.e 
Conſtiturions and Decices of fach 25- are 
over them to the common Rule, ard 
iry 
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them. To this purpoſe writes Luther. 
The ſheep ( ſaith he) ought to judge, utrum 
Prelati vocem Chriſti, wel alienworum propo- 
nant, whether the Prelates ſpeak the woice 
of Chriſt or of Strangers, And, that Aſ- 
ſembly, in which the weice of the Goſpel 
ſounds, hath not only power and command- 
ment of judging of every Opinion, but even 
every pious man euzht to do it, and that 
ſub periculo ſaluts, under the peril of ſal- 
vation. He did not only think that 
Churches taken corjunttly had power of 


| judging the Dodtrines of their reſpective 


Prelates and Paſtors, but hkewiſe that 
every private Chriſtian had power to do 
It, nzy (tood bound to do ir, and rhat 
under the higheſt penalry, even the for- 
feiture of Salvation. And with bim agree 
multirudes more of the moſt learned, or- 


g thocox and holy men that ever engaged 


in the defence of th? Proteſtant cauſe. 


g 1t cencerns all the godly (faith Dr. Whitas 
7 ker ) that they take heed to themſelves, 4 
; quamvuu aoitrinam diligenter examinant , 
7 and ailigemtly examine every Doctrine, leſt 
they cloſe with thoſe things that are falſe 
3 for theſe which are true, ' And, evtry man 


eurht to lean apor his own Faith, and ae- 
pend 


try them thereby, e're- they cloſe with 
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pend upon his own judgement , non ex Cu- 
hominis nuts , atq; arbitris, nat 
the ſuggeſtion and arbitrement of any men 
whatſoever, And, — fobi. judex 
eſſe debet, every one ought to judge for him- 
ſelf. The common Queſtion rhae ſtill 
occurrs in all our debates, and which 
ever and anon we are put to anſwer, is 
who muſt be jadge £ Why, here you have 
a clear and peremptory ſolution ; Every 
man muſt judge tor himſelf. - Though 
private men may not aſcend either into 
the Magiſtrates Throne, or into the M1- 
niſters Chair, ſo as authoriratively ta 
jadge or give ſentence for others, yer 
they may and ought ro do it for cthem- 
ſelves. To the ſame purpoſe ſpeaks Cap- 
pellus : It « (faith he ) verily lawful, and 
ever will be lawfull, nnicuiq, fideli, for eve- 
ry of the faithful by a tacit ſenſe of the 
minde and internal Judgement, to ſee and 
judee whether the ſentence given in Eccle- 
ftaſtical Fudicatories be juſt, and uttered ac- 
cording to the Law of God, or whether it 


be given contrary, beſides, or againſs the 


Scripture, The Law of Godis the Cynge 


ſ#re which not only ſingle perſons, but 


whole Synods, how wiſe, grave, pious, 
or eminent ſoever they are, muſt have 
their 
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eir eye upon, and ſteer their courſe by ;_ 
cury when the bave made decrees, pri- 
yate men muſt take them under tryall, 
and ſee whether they have kept to it, 
or not z if they have, then they muſt ob- 
ſerve and follow them, if otherwiſe, they 
muſt forſake and leave them, chooſing 
rather to poſleſs and enjoy the Truth 
with a few, nay alone, than to lye under 
the evil of Error and Deception, with the 
greateſt multicades. To theſe, that I 
may not weary you with teſtimonies in 
ſo plain a caſe, 1 ſhall only add ſome- 
what of that which che Author a little 
before mentioned hath ſaid on this ſub- 
jetz who hath in a few words ſpoken 
the deſign and ſcope of the following 


Diſcourſe, 1f (ſaith he) it be ſaid, that Mr. $:a- 
men are bound to be ruled by their Gover- "th Irex. 
nours in determining what things are law- : wy 
ful, and what not to this it us anſwered : 


Firſt, 10 true Proteſtant can ſwear blinde 
obedtence 10 Church Governours in all things. 
It us the bigheſt uſurpation to rob men of the 
liberty of their judgements. That which we 
plead for againſt the Papiſts, u, that all 
men have eyes in their heads as well as the 
Pope; that every one hath 4 judiclum pri- 
vate diſcretlonis, which 6 the rule of prattice 
As 


as to himſelf ; and though we freely allow 
a Miniſterial power under Chriſt in the 
government of the Charch,, yet that ex: 
rends not to ax obligation upon men to 00 
againſt the diFFates of their own Reaſon 
. and Conſcience, Their power 1s only. di- 
reftive and atclarative, and in matters 
of duty can binde no more than Reaſon 
and evidence brought from Scripture by 
them, doth. The plea of an Erro- 
neous Conſcience takes not off tbe Obliga- 
tion to follow the diftates of it; for as 4 
man ts bound to lay it dewn ſuppoſing it er- 
roneous, ſo be u bound not 10 g0 acainſf it , 
while it is not layd dewn. Again, if men, 
are bound to ſubmit to Governours in the 
determination of lawfull things, what plea 
could our Reformers have to withdraw 
themſelves from the Popes Toak, — Let 
men turn and winde themſelves which way 
they will, by the very ſame arguments that 
any will prove ſeparation from the Church 
of Rome lawfull, becauſe ſhe required un- 
lawfull things, as conditions of her commu- 
niow, it will be proved lawfull not to con- 
form to .any ſuſpeFed or nnlawfull prattice, 
required by any Church-governonurs upon the 
ſame terms, if the thing ſo required be after 

ſerious and ſober enquiry judged unwar- 
| rantable 
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ranteble by « mans ow uy 
Jadgement then,- men are - 
chemſelves ro their Goyer 


things they pleaſe co derertiiitie ant "3p. 


point , bur ro conſule their own Cqn- 


(ciences, and follow the didtires there- 
of, which he looks upon as a' point {0 


effential to rrue Religion, that he takes 


him 'to be no true Proteſtant that do's 
renounce it; and withall declares ir to. 
be the higheſt” uſurpation that 'Gover- 
nours can be guilty of, to deny their 
people liberty of it. And yet he obſerves. 
there are ſome even amongft our ſelves 
that think they have no hibercy* of this 
nature, againſt whom he alledg / the ex 

ample of our worthy Reforgi i "wh hos 
withdrawing from the 'Chireh "of 'Rowe 
cannot be juſtified, unleſs: ſuch 4 liberty 
be. acknowledged, 1f ygu | would” yer 
further ſee what our Writets ſay” con- 
cetning this matter, you” may"*conſult; 
their diſcourſes againſt the-Pipiſts' #e 4# 
terpretatione Scripture, fide-1nipficita, 


"with 
obediemtia, and ſuch like ſubjegs;, © 


And thus T have given .yok ſome ac-' 
count of the” differenc- apprehenſions © 
men tonching the preſent caſe; whereby 
you ſee that {ach as ate the enemies of we 
(b) * Truth; 


pirate, of 
S the # 


leretias nay ch and per- 


® &. But the more wiſe, ar 


Es Fares | he Holy Ghoſt hath 
ih pon liberty and power bosh-ab 
init d. Pegple, and diſtinguiſhed 
5s Ri T and Deviledgees and 

ol; ; (hall iabft upon thoſe 
aPagi Prove all things ;, from 
Endeavour tO EVigce- 2+ 
eepptioned enemies of th 


though gk: Lt haye not iy" 
-pgyer.. of judging, for. others, as Migi- 
hos, aVE,.yetrthey have a private paws 


= £ air np which none; 
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Ne on rheritellowitie :diſegutfe'ia 
f-rhe peqptes jr 'of pri- 
wag xa, Log extend:unro; and . 
caqcara whatis delivered pe. ent 
etsy[ kaow thactiche ſaine a 

ſerye:to prove 2 libetty: in": "of fade! 
ing:the ' Do@rints 'of their? [Teachers 


rye like wiſe (#w/4%# ew444Ad{$) to 
a: libetty in thenw of judgitig”ithe2Com- 
mahds. of:ths Civil Powers vader whictt 
they hive,” As rhe ant the for- 
mer/is bordidace-aad limited}: fo #8 that 
of ae latter; :and/as the'foriier Werſgbs 
jeSi10errors 2hd' miſtakes {!:f6 likewiſe 
are the latter, and-therefore'a#the ped! 


fafery,: are ro jug&grof rhe 
the.one, {o:they are alfo t0\judye of | ths 
Commands of the: other. :-=Thbugh the 
Powers':over- them be: nevet"fo tewfalt} 
wiltey\great,\ yer"in* os 
they muſt -nqo- reſt apon- ord ren 
ments; :nor take what this deli\ 

rift: but muſd bring = the Weed: 
and" with all boldneſs and ffeedorn' exits 
mine it thereby, effeemwing''of- —_— 
dingiav chey fads ir more ores! in 


"SE I I DD Y 5 UW i RK SU © FER w i ix WM, 2 .O& 02 12.7 4 ENS WW. 


able thexeunto, This kinde*bf \g 
THEE (b 2 ) 


ple-in detence/and|purfaarice-dfvheir = Ys 


ſo: cheyomay-bur, infinuate:them 


Preleftion. 
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| bop: true: Proteſtants have ' other 


+:/hnow; the fawning: Paraſites: ofthe 
gime$:({thibc care nor:bow higty-:cvys af. 
cend} in-eutolling  the-;power. of Rulers, 
ſelves? in- 
ro.favpury {and (drive: ion 'theit own'pri- 
yato 2inmiaſs-) will: look: pon as- lirtle 
bettqr: ghawrfanacical-ant. ſeditious but 


i 
ade- of egprebenſions.of ic. 1 am fare 


-4s ſych;;flogtrine-1a$ >the faithfull--ſer- 
yants-pt-God-( who. were; as: great- ha- 


ters of; dloyalty' as; any of. thoſe 'un- 
worthy Hlarterers: that-at this day declaim 
the;mgſt-egaioſt-ic) bave in all Ages con-i 
gzayg; both : maintain'd- and practifed. 
Here ia-let: the revereridand learned Dave- | 
gent leryedora witaels.:  Subjei7s (faith 
ns ) avg hr24t, neither may they, judge of ax 
the, derrees, fr Swperions', judicio anthori-iet 
bafis x; #4 4.f8agement of uthority, bur they 
8th 4w cang:ought to judge of the ſame; 
ſo far: 46; cogcerns themſalvry, judicionlifere- 
enls, by... judgement ivf; djjaretions:: And 
(laich he): hi .is confirmed: ymnium plorum 
exemplo ,. by the example if all the' goth, 
and;he inftances in Daxicl, the Apoſtles, 
and-the. Mariyrs-in Q, Marics 'dayes, who, 
be.,tclls. ys, :5/g444y- judged that they "ought 
20% $8 4eligpe-.vhoſe things which were pro- 
pounded 
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 mhichavire communided> 10 tie 


exercife-ol:fuch 3-pdZzement is:of ſhoh:aſer 
ra:the>direQing:of he: progleinid bei 


duty that \it.maft, needs be ackoacdl/odgn 


Yedirioc only -th by lawfull;cburiigdipen:; 


fably necellary.;: Foss tf Buybergnbezloby 
82 +, x0 yea —__ volavriull, 


- Fthings, and people whea they do it, muſhj 
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bro thee firteſt of all other tobe conſulred Gen, 18, 

iti-a'cafe of this nature) having diligently p,,, .* 
obſerved and confidered the alpect | I4. 
motion of the Starrs ingaged'in the pres Pitt 223) 
fent ConjunRion,” do prelage from, thenz Mc. 69. 
great aid fore cryalls. Ic cancers. you 
rherefbie'to awake out of fleep, ryn t che 
Towtr of David, and there arm your ſelves ».. ., 
= with ſpiritual armour from rpP ro tae, tha "0 
'Y fo you may beable to Nola Gor ned ohk 
MI fhitp aſſhulcs wherewich yob. are Jike jo be 
ll exerciſed, However God is pleaſed to 
i etl with yon, be ſutre'you preſerve your 
j Caſeiences inviotate and pure, ſuffering 
hieither fotte;/not flatreties to ravith or de; 
file tem. ' Antt'in order thereugra,, re- 


Þ ember that you ke clols. 


.VILO. : 
Word of God as iti contaigec ol he Us | 
Seripyores, "cotiftafitly aſſert Ang maincain 
ehEatthority, {liciency, peripicuity. ang 
| ottierexcelfencies blonging'to ir, and {i 
cotriplyance with the deſfyn of chis, dif 
Jl courſe) examine and try all matters of Rex 
lipion thereby. ' £p/2#, Arrian. tells us thap 
tho Preateſt and fifft work of 3-Philoſo; 
| pher is Soxtpdtuy Tax edvreciaty nes d12gtivecn, ne, f.1.c. 20.; 
| wie #DÞotinas ov tbo pips It, toc , fnive ang 79 
-N #9 WBuf 35 before birn, and Lode nothing 
| #237 proof. And the likeI may fay of eve- 

ld (b 4) ry 


ry Chiiſtian,, One of his firſt and greateſt 
works,"in order to his neceſſary inſtruQion, 
= and the em of him pp Jin Faith.and 

_ Holineſs, is to briog all-choſe things-he 


harh'ro do with in the. bufineſs of: Reli- 
ion' ro the Word , and examine. them 
ercby, taking diligent care that he-3e- 
Eve norhing rill he have firſt made tryal 
_ of ic, Nay, ifit be the duty of a Philoſo- 


pher to be thus cautious'in his underta- 
kings, itis much more the duty of a Chii- 
ſian to be ſoin his , by bow much che 
undertakings of the one are of greater 
concernmehit than thoſe of the otherg.by 
ſo much it behoves. the latcer ro be-moze 
cautious 'than_ the former. Whagx's the 


f9y and lead afide ? Iris be- 
2 e nor this.courle g, ic,is he- 
cauſe they receive thi pon truſt;-ang 


—T 1) 


bs, 
do 


their own mjiguided inclinations, giveap - 
| them- 


_— _ % 


| 

., 
+ 
p 


s W # 7 
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themſelyes''e're- they rjdetſtand what © 


they do, What was the reaſon that ſo 
many followed * ſuch "hilly Creatures as 
Theadas, Fudas of Galilee,'and thelike'Se+ 
ducers ? 1t was becauſe thiey did nottake 

them tothe 'Touch-ſtone of the Word. 

which - wouald ſoon haveThew'd they were 

but -countexfeir Coyn; and not whar they 

pretended to be, What's the reaſon that 
lo. many fall -in with Heatheniſh , Popiſh 
wayes, but becauſe they negle& to bting 
them tothe Scripture, which would teach 
them better? ' And indeed its juſt with 
God, if, whien he hach-giyen men light to 
walk. by ;-rhey will not make uſe of ir, 
bue--ſtill- follow the bent'| of cheir own 
bearts; ro deliver themiup tro Impoſtares 
and delvufions,.as the juſt recompenſe of 
their folly and wilfdlneſs. And if we look 
into the -triethod: of his'' proceedings ;" as 
they are ſet down in his Word, we ſhall 
finde, -be frequently do's do'ir. Thas'he 


dealt; with: the: Hearhens 3 when they did 


wot like to- retain him in heir knewledge, he 


gave: them over its 5Soxuer i, which our 


Tranflation'renders a reptobate minde, but 


it-properly fignifies a minde void of Judg- 


ment, that is-diſabled from examining of 
things ; ſuch as Nebwehadnezzars was', 
when 


Ads 1 36, 


37s 


Rom.! .18, 


taken bis, «ni favding 

? bald here - Tana erm, 

\ x o0apeſs, | Lo offering the 
of higafelf-co. them s ſexverviy 
| A far-the contempr 

ads + they. emplayed not their 
nh, _—_ rl of... che 


with .1 
ITN for Rep ; Way. $i <Fhetwriſex rhe 


| : T 
ikewiſe he dealt: wich abeſenty he bleed 


. ed their eyes, ny hardened their: bearts thu 


*ld ne, ſeemith theirggthg\ nor unde 
awith the, -: They. weremn peopld 
Heng If him, in{omudd: that he 
 priviledged, them above: alt 

in;che World. Hsintsaſted them 

NN his —_ 


acles, and the great things 
of his Law.  — the varions-advan 


| fps. thereon, which had tey faich- 


y improyed,; they. might: have .injoyed 
ta,this day ; but they made\lighiofthem, 
trampled them, under foor-end- prifan'd 
them. And. wha, is. the iflae of-ies why; 
in- juſt indigaazion: he! tezs:tbemr away 
gg. Mm and: (hars. cthemebp in _- 
nels z; 


"OY DK 


neſs; ſince which time-they: have: been 
"the moſt fooliſh, ſottiſh people-in''rhie 
-World,:: And alter. theme manner he 
xdexts. with thoſe - = under. the Rate 
df Aneithrift:; - bec receive not the 
4arh:( ofiexed-co them){.c the love of 2, 
 #herefort\he- ſends them. ftrong deluſions: 
giving: them up to believe thers. He hack 
by his good providence vouchſaſed them 
his Word to: be 2 Rele-20d Lireftoryitb 
rhem;! and'hath .charged-:them to keep 
ctofe 10! in/-as' rhe beft::Guide: they can 
—_" follows bur they- have negledted 
aken ic, and! therefore irs hach 
ginew them up to:/believe | Mophifb Tva+ 
jons.7Jadd wala fables, whereby cheir 
Feachers' do. latiemably 2beguile | them, 
and ledd them into-perdnion; From theſe 
ioftaneen! ie/02ppears!:whar -a dangegous 
thing/liF is-'for ary peoples; how:dean (os 
_ ever theyrare- ro. " Gait; [co-negleth this 
Woidis itvido's no tefiorhaws expoſe:rhen 
ro the Uanger of- dereliction, 'aat nine. 
As tereftte'! you deſive-x0 enjoy . his: fa- 
yout 1:2q4-wbe contiriuance ofthis !meins 
of grace "wherewittr tw87harh blefled:you, 


prize ir 4Vanhigh rag, be- diligent iathe: 
fdy-of ig and oy-all:by icy" chooſing; 


racer -06 Areits Aallbe hardibip znd: 
miſery 


2 Theft >. 


10, 11, 


Z mh. vol. 


3et. 8p, 
305. 


: miſery-imaginable; than 
leaſtfrom ig; £1057 22 Born £ 
' Grindal, Biſhop: of Londen ;.and after- 
wards - of Tork ,-wtiting to'iZ anchy,; tells 
himy 18 is:the propergy of .4 ;thwe'Teacher to 
be tenacious of that: faithful Word; which 's 
profitable for Doftrine, atq; 4 vetitete ne la- 
tri quidens. unguem” diſcedere; aud not-t0 
depart an hairs breadth from t#. A good 
leffog for the 443aphiriſts and Lat/lhdina- 
riens of our preſenr- rimes, who: think if 
they can bat ſecure-the Foundation, they 
need 'not trouble. themſelves: ibour leſjer 
matters, Beware how you cotoply: with 
ſech, or joyn witti-them in, theit: Gafull 
prattices. » As .iis. che duty. b& Teachers 
to: beitenacious ofthe Wotd; 'ſoarss-yaur 
dury: likewiſe; and:therefore fee tbat you 
keep cloſe to it, 'fuffering-yowt (elyes by 
no' metns to be'drawn from; jt.:i Though 
you be>rempted witti-ſmiles;and Frowns, 
pronnſes =; chreatiiuigs, rewards and/pu- = 
niſhments, yet be hatmoyed3*dapetfor-- 
fake it, but ſtoutly:zid cooſtgnglyperfilt 
in the-defence of.it. Make it t6appear that 
you hive hbigherpirits; and nobles; prin-, 
ciples than oataral. generation;couldl help 
you to; that yatican, trample: ppgny the; 
pride :2nd-glory' of the World, and look; 
33): Priſons, 


to ſwerve inthe 
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Prifons, Gibbets, and Flames in the face, 
Ler Atheiſts and Papiſts ſee you have ſuch 
4 God, atid ſuch a Religion, as you take 
to be worth the ſuffering for z that 'Z=g- 
land ſpent nor all her Martyrs at once ; 
that by a 'myſtical and happy tranſanima- 
tion, the ſouls of rhoſe deceaſed Worthies, 
who ſacrificed their lives in. the witneſs 
of the Trath many years ago, do hve in 
you; and that notwithſtanding all the 
ſlaughrers' which Antichriſt that rayenous 
and inſatiable WSIf , hath made among” 
the Sainrs in theſe Nations, and the de- 
teſtable Neutrality of the preſent age, 
wherein we live, there are yet thoſe who 
(if the Truth need further teſtimony ) 
can finde in their hearts to part with their 
Liberties, Eſtates, Lives, and all that is 
near and dear unto them, in the behalt of 
it, Be not diſmayed with any of thoſe 
things that may befallyou. Though you 
ſee the wayes of God (like the waters of 
Dimon) running down with blood, yet be 
not moyed, bur ſtand your ground, and 
remain faithfull. Think it not below you 
togo to Heaven the ſame way that your 
dear Lord bath done before you. Be wil- 
ling not only to conform to him in bis 
works . but alſo in his ſufferings. You 
have 
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hal | limes ; pur. cart b, in 
appong-hing han be oo Fi 
who {hall come afyer you, . may have ace. 
cafion with the like ddight, 'T0, read of. 
yours, Leaving theſe things to your, r_ ſes, 
Lies conſideration, I ſhall cloſe, with thac 

ing wherewith Dr. Holland | uſed to, 
| Tt leave of his Friends, Commendo 205; 
| amari. Deb, o&r odia Papiſmi: I com 

90u' to the lave of God, and. the Agteed 4 
Fabre , Tir 
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PAge 7, and 10. for #. 3. r.?. 1, p. 14. for Inft. 


r. Hit. p.19. tor Lxk.r. Zxc, p. go. for p. 166. 
r. col, 410. 


' I the Book, 


Page 14.1.28. for Scriptures r. Scripture, p- 38. 
I. 15. for pretatum r. prelatum, p. 44.1. 20.in ſome 
Copies, for perfetta exiſtent r. profecia exjtent, and'1. 
22. for Edeſas r. Edefis, p. 68.1. 12. for 13 r. 14. 
p.$0. 1.27, for equi r. equi, P- 91+ 1.16. add zt- 
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of Theſſalonica 
A pers Wl of which 
| 18 extreme. as to 
+ , here” alled propbe- 
CONE ugh. the unskilfiitne, and 
#"of Gas ui preaching , took, up ſuch a 
page againſt it, Gigs they FT. ifed: lon 


iſcreet, 


EE, that wickour, any diſcrimination or 
tion, they allowed and-<mbraced all. We 
bave ſufficient exemplifications hereof amongſt 
our. yes; divers from the inſufficiency, and 
[candalouſngſs of ſome that are employed in 
preaching, take. up ſuch a prejudice ys: C 
B that | 


T1OUS bes 'of Picty = js FIRE, 
and Lp 8 pre 1 the Name of 
< ich {emun; 10n, that they 

wer is ſound 


| beans > "And thus, a5 the - | 
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ceive nothg, others 
receive any If. 6 
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theſe he's one. Jeads” to Athei Ti. 


ec off 
Exxor ; let it be your Care hettbreX6 | 
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but like 


Cee toy 4: with- 
Fa "FWy hnde , agreeable 


| you axcount of 


T hail 25 the gene- 
| fs Ck Word, on, and taake Qut+to 
you, 2217 om. them'this Obſervation ; hn 


| The, it #, " the duy of Chrift 1ans ta all thoſe 
1 7 thi PIR, Phi in the wenn Goſpel 


jp delivered io them., | 
Fiſh it he aac that. PD "old x re- 
c 


'Minifters of Chriſt, aud entertain them 
with, x anſwerable to the. authority they 
Bl are 5 Yy, and th parvee. of the Mellyge, 
| brin ;Jong with then, yet they. mal} not loo 
 tp0i them as infalbble, but,as-ſubjed to crrors 
i FF miltakes, and therefore pp hear Lhe, with 
1dgement and caution. hough., they be ne- 
ver ble, pious,, Fay eas fall in. the 
Chinch, Jar to them, Yes Ft they mayſt not take 
eir..credit..or autho- 
Now. . and, make 
s ; ther; Thoſe c God hath pe” 
Fi ed, a5 the his ir latisfa 


other neple it, but: with all 


Eothplpeſs, 4 ole. with it.-and, fol- 
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yall de- 
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DoF, 
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others 


, an 


ewiſh Writers tell us, there fate at the | 
Rabbis four forts of Hearers 3 fome 


rio pena fecinace: 
Some were like toa Sponge 


Gleph- 


others Cribri. 
ſucking m alt they 


heard, without any diſcretion 'or diſtinQion; 
Others were like the Houer-glaſt, letting, out at 
one car, what they took mat the other; others 
were like the: Wine-ſach letting out the Wine, 


and keeping 


m the dreggs. And others were 


like the riemg ſieve, letting out the courſer ſeed, 
eping in the Corn.” Of which' four totts 
the lalt zs only to be approved of; for we mult 
neither receive all, nor ket 'gb all, neither retain 
that which is bad, nor let go that which is good, 
but judging all, we muſt retain that "which is 


and keep 


goody and let £0 o that which 4s bad, which is 
the very thing” the Apoftle aims at here, "when he 
prove all things. 


For the more: methodical roſtcuting of this 


faith, 


point, I'ſhall branch « forth into ſeveral parti- 
culars; which I ſhall explicate and difeus by 
themſelves; and Fhall ſhew, 

T. What is meant by proving. * The $cri ture 
mentions two kirdes of proving, the one 
ing to God as-the Efficient,” the other unto'nian. 
' It is only the latter of them that 1 have now. to 
to deal 'with 3 'and of it we have thiree, forts. 
I. Such 'as imports the demonſtration, ot confir- 
mation of a matter in queſtion. * And this kind 


an A 
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of proving Pax! uſed when he 
Scripmeres that Feſius was Chr 


, a man of rate Hitics, an Thou 
els; yet he Ow R- not” firſhci 


ong- 
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he were 
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bately to aſſert the authority of Chriſt, but he 

betakes himſelf to the Scripture, and from thence 
he fetches arguments whereby he tlearly and 
unanſwerably proves him to be "the Meſlias, 
2. Such as imports approbation and allowance. - 
And this kinde of proving Paz! would have the 
Corinthians to uſe in the choice of the Mtſſen- , Cor. 
gers, - Whom they were to intruſt with the car» 46, 3. 
ape of the Contributions, which they were to 

wn, towards the relicf of their diſtreſſed Bre- 

thren at Feruſalem. That they might not throw 

away by their undiſcretion, what they gathered 

by their Charity , he wills them to deliver it 

into the hands of ſuch as upon mature conlide» | 

ration , they ſhould approve of, as fit for the 

undertaking and matiagement of fuch a Charge. 

Bur it is not cither of theſe kindes of proving 


put them upon the making good of TIEP 


b/ 


11 Tim, 3, 
10, 


(4} 

which jmpoxts, luch, a king of proving 45.4 may; 
mak. uſe of, when he inquires and ſearches in-, 
to. A thing ro fnde' out the nature of it. The 
Holy Ghoſt, Jometitnes uſes it as Verbum juridi- 
cum, noting, "the Pet of ſuch as are in Autho- 
rity, 311 frywng, 9 Candidates, ar ſuch as are ta 
be choſen into places of truſt, whether they.-are 


tit for them. Thus Paz, who is very frequent 


in the uſe ofthe word , ſpeaking to Timathy , 
concerning Deacons, Gith f puntiaorey Fares 
they muſt fir be praved. Hie-would not have him 


to reccivejnto Church Offices all ſuch as. ſhould 


think themſclycs fit, but whom he himſelf upon 
due "examination and tryall ſhould think fit, 
Sometimes, he uſes it as Verium arrificum, noting 
the mc<thod. of Guldſiriths, whoſe maimer -15 
Sexatuy;. to. prove and try their Gold, both by 
the Firc 3nd the Touch: ſone, that, ſo they may 
diſcover the nature and value of it. One while 
they biing it to the Fire, and thereby tin 5 out. 


the dro6 another while to the Touch-ſtone ; 


and ſo Pe what 1s counterfeit. And this 
Kine MeRVba nt cixcumlpeRtion and caution, 

would have the Theſſalonians, aud 
if Ci t0 uſe in maxters of Religion, He 
would nat have them to take things. on truſt, 
rothink* tliat : lg is gold that, liſters, £1 all Is 
ſound that')s recommended tg gt asſuch, or 


that at the "rl view ſcems* to b - fp h, but bn, 
fo the Fixe 


woald have. them to bring, 4 
Touch- pE.0t the ſacte, unerripg .W Wt 
af the then ks with it or Yet it {o ' poi 
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deg” I and” th6le are T4174, all' things whatſo- 
© For cHiouph that which the” Apoſtle here 
delivers wete occafioned s Mi <coritemptuouſ- 
nef? of ſotne,” and the *reduulity of orhicts Fiohs 
the” Theſſalonians- Es Freichnk. yer his 
words arc univerfat 'and general,” an ' thereforg 
{ there being” k the { arne reaſon tor proving of 
other things, as Ww dos reaching;)"they' are not 
tb betook'd” tiptar 25 referring; ghly utito preach- 
ing bat as * extending unt. all other waycs, 
lireby Teachers: may recomhetigl* any thing 
xo Hivie people , for their belief. a oy practice : 


which 'way foever it is that "rHity* deal with 
them, whatſoever. it is that they Achiver to them, 
they mult rpake prgof of jt ere. they embrace it. 
They muſt NOT the” Faith they would have 
them to profeſs, the Worthip they would have 
them®to obſerve, the Diſciptine they would have 
them to cloſe with the colir(e pf lite they would 
have them to fort Ow ar Bus the particular 
Do@ripes they "wo "haye' OP, affent to, and 
the, ſeveral Diiics would” have them per- 
form, * pg perſivade” us," that he 
pc 7 intends onl tetris Gritpam u,; 
I ''s ' Joubt | 
tain,: which he {4 have us; , chink” oe 
Doctrine T Ty Patto bs "19" nib, 'but © apers 
boha, manife Ho, "Anfiy Biiferet wil ih 
EN wy wh he ters, ne, agd Þa- 
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-3-6. 5- they were lawtull Paſtors? 


at. 15.6, 


And. Was all their 


DoGrie good, and m yi .good ? Do's not 
Qur oe Ok ableſt in the "World to judge, 


lay it to their charge; that they made the cam- 


mandment of God of none effeft by. 3t '? - Or what 
did he. think of the Aatients,. whoſe authority 
he do's .uponall occaſions urge us with? were 
not they lawfull Paſtors ? Ang yet da they not 
teach mauy etrors ? Do they vot frequently con- 
tradict one another, nay themſelves ? Nay, what 
did he think. of many of his own Writcrs of 
greatclt credit and eſteem? were not they lawfull 
Paſtors? Aud yet hath not, Dr. Morton in bis 
Appeal, rollaced multitudes, of clear teſtimonics 
ont of ' 30 r.almoſt every point we main- 
tain againſk the Chureh of Rome ? Nay, do's not 
Bellaymine himſelf, ever and anon, after he hath 
recited theiw.,opimons, reject - therp as exrencous 
and unſound ? , 2. It is no new thing for Jaw- 
full Paſtors to degenerate into Hercticks, and 
oppoſe thoſe Tratths that formerly they have 
aſſerted and defended. What wauld he have 
faid to Arrnes, Macedonius, Neſtorius, Entiches ? 


Were not they lawfull Pafjors, aud yet did they 


not fall into blaſphemous and. ous here- 


 fies, and with both zeal and contidence preach 


the ſame ?:Now when they preached them, was 


their Dodtrine good and manifeſtly good, and 


ſach as the people ought to, recgive. without any 


ſcruple or, cenfurt ? Jt ſo, then it was their duty 


to, bl God , overthrow Religion, and 


undo themfelyes and others, And thus you ſe 


/ whither cheſs Pripcipls lead, and what it 50 


£6 your ſelves upon the fancerity of men, and 


rl? 


ER 2 2. 
xe upon their authority. It expoſes to ho lefs 
than v3 danger of blaſphemy, ruine”"and con- 
fuſion. To ſccure us from which, God hath pro-. 
ed this remedy, that we ſhould not cec# 


yy take things upon truſt, but bring them to 


trial, and thereby inform our ſelves of the na- 
ture of them. This every man ought to do, -and | 
this every good man does do; for as the Apo+ 


file ith, He that is fpiritual judgeth all things, x Cor, 1. 


Whiles natural men, that is, carnal, unregenerate 15- 
ones, who are blind, and cannot diſcern; and 
carcle(s, and willnot diſcern, make no diſtintion 
of things,but turning their ſouls to ſo many im- 
pure finks, receive all that comes, whether good 
or bad, he who is ſpiritzal, that is, he who is 
ated, inlightned and fanRified by the Spirit, 
and minds and lives upon fpiritual things, takes 
another courſe ; he neither receives all, nor re- 
jects all, but as the Apoſtle faith, he judgeth all, 
_ "an receives what is good, and rejects what 
15 bad. | 
3. Who they be that are to prove all things ; 
and thoſe are all Chriſtians, every one that is a 
member of the Church, ' every one that hears 
the Goſpel preached, nay, every one that would 
not fall into thoſe deluſions that attend implicit 
faith and blind obcdience. It does not onely bc. 
long to Governours, whether Civil or Eccleti- 
aſtical, Supreme-. or Suboxdinatez but unto al! 
perſons whatſoever that would ſecure themſelves 
againſt errour and defjruQtion. For the Apoſtle 
docs not in this place dixe& his diſcourſe to Go- 
vernours onely | in. the Chuxch of Theſsalonica, 
either of one fort or other 5 but toall 'the _— 
ers 


—_— ano p xn 
them, as they & endered t 


Chriſtian trial. - 


prove all thing, be 
not, wt ones de eccleſid Py faciant, 


© with them. - 2, 


- h py _- 


jig on, 


perform. this neceſſary and ſmportant. duty '6f 
7 wa Bin *that he tay 
the better vide the fc orce. of 'rhis or, tells vs 
* that when Pau/ Fith; : © meant 
all it the 
Church ſhould dy it, but that thaſ ſhould db zt ty 
whom it belong” 4: "As if one. thoutd-write' to an 
Univerkity to Exalmil: e ſuch a'book, it were nog. 
to bs thought "it were, intended? TY every one 
in the "Univerlity' ſhou!d do it, but; onely © the” 
Doors of that” Key "whercofrhe Book treats. 
But this is a frivolous ſhift 3 for'*1: The Apoftte 

gdo2s not dirc&' his Epiltle to'thePaftors of the 
wo ch of Theſſ; 18 bur the” Church there, 
whom, bes any Exceptions or limitations, 
he adviſes to thisduty, which isa plain evidence 
that he intended, it-xather for the People thin the 
Paſtors. For though T grant, that.by the word 
Church in Scripture, we are (0rnctimes to under- 
ſtand the Paſtors thereof, duly aſſembled, for the 
determining of the differences that lic before 
them yet we do not find that ny of the Epiſtles, 
the Apoſtle dire&ed* to the (evexat Churches to 
whom he wrote, were intcaded'peculiarly for the 
Paſtors, but that belonged to the People equally 
e whole Tore ga and matter of 
the Epiltle I whic no doubt he ſuited to the per- 
ſons, , whoſe inſtruGion. and uſe il intended it 

it.) dp Shad er concern the AN e ' with the 
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tomtnodated 


commodated to-the People as' well as the Pa+ 
ſtors3 nay, rather to the People than them: 
Nay, 3. The Apoſtle, as if he had, de induftria, 
deſign'd. the auticipating ' of ſuch an objeQtion, 
and made it- his butyicfs to afſure us, that he in- 
tended the People a$ well as the Paſtors in this 
precept, as alſo in thoſe prefixed and annexed to 
it, does .in the 12 and 13. verſes openly addreſs 
himſelf to them : IWe beſtech you, ( faith he ) 
brethren, to know them which labour 'among, you, 
and are wm you in the Lord, and admonifh you, 
and to efteem them very highly. in love for their works 
ſake. Here certainly, if he underſtood what he 
ſaid, he meant not the Paſtors but the People. 

. AS if all this were not ſufficient, he. uſhers in 
the words of the Text with a precept, that does 
principally, it uot onely, ' concexa the people, 
which he prefixes immedutely bctore them, 
Deſpiſe nat propheſyings z whereunto, as an auti- 
dote "againſt running wto the extremes bctore 
mentioned, he ſubjoyns, prove all things. Now 
what reaſoncan be rendred, wherefore the former 
Precepr ( as well as thoſe which go betore aud 
ollow aftex ) ſhould belong to the People and 


nor.the- lafety- of Religionz.,we.are to look upon 
this duty as belon ging, not-oncly unto Paſtors, 


but likewiſe the people, who: by virtuc thereot 
ſand bound, to proye what s delivered to them 
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4. What it is by which all things muſt be 
proved, In all rational and orderly trials there 
1s fill ſomething ſuppoſed, to which we reduce 
what we are trying, andif we find it agreeable 
thereunto, - we approve of itz if not, we reject 
it, . And we mult of neeeflity take this Courſe, for 
it is impoſſible that we ſhould ever bring any 
trial to a fair iſſue, -uitil we agree upon ſome 
common rule to proceed by, To mgage in a de- 


bate without premiſing;certain 5#1y87e, or com> 


e207 principles, acknowledged on all fides, as the 
meaſure thereot, is to follow an ignis fatmes, rim 
after our own ſhadows, and create to our ſ{chves 
fruitleſs as well as endle(6 trouble. Since therefore 
it is the duty of every one' to try what comes 
before him, and that. there muſt of necefiity be 
tome rale to proceed by, I ſhall in the next place 
enquire what this rule is, by which we muſt 
make this trials and we need not to go far to 
learn tydings of it, we need neither.to aſcend into * 
heaven, ur deſcend into the deep; for it is nigh us, 
even in our mouthes, and in our bearts. It 1s, m 
plain terrhs, none other than the'word of God, 
contained im the writings of the Prophets and 
Apoſtles, to which he hath direQted- us to have 
recourſe upon all occaſions, as the infallible mea- 
fare of truth and falſhood, good and evil. To 
the law and the teftimony, ( faith the Pzophet ) if 
they ſpeak, not according; to this word, it is becauſe 
there is no light in them. Tn which he plainly 
ſhews whither we muſt go with our doubts and 
Cruples, with whom we muſt conſult, and- of 
whom 'we muſt take advice : not of them that 
have familiar ſpirits, not of wizards that peep and 
mujer 1 


c 13 
autter ;” but of the law and the teſtimcny. There 
18 all the reaſon imaginable, that he who made 
. the world ſhould rule and govern it, and that'in 
_—_ theretuto he ſhould give forth Laws con- 
'raining his ſovereign-will and pleaſure, touching 
dience and fcrvice he expeQts from tus 
pun Snrnp and this he hath fully done wm 
'word, whereby -he hath guided his Church 
alongfrom tiſt to laſt, though with ſome varia- 
"tion, ever ſince ſhe had a being. Before the fall, 
he guided hex by it according as he had writ it 
1n mans heat z from the fall to Moſer, according 
a5 he was pleaſed to grant it forth and renew it 
by occaſional revelations3 and from. Moſes till 
this time, according as he hath, by his own 'Sc- 
cretaries, et it down in the hol pines with 
"which he will have us in all cafes to conſult, and 
to which we muſt conſtantly cleave, wuhout 
warping or. turning aſide. either one. way Of 
_ other. And hither it was that our Savjour,. the 
Prophets, Apoſtics.ard. TN of : 
eh bo ws all occaliqu 1 


chi we weak [oi Ly 
by's S that thy ſb Big Tyne 
rYigbteouiſnels : maut S 
we fab: fee ſtrong, waxed valiant. in "0 
and turned to flight the arities of aliens, Clemens 
of Ale ſpeaking of the word, faith, it £ 
' Any E Liidh\r KerTnguors £ the touchftone of truth 
| and flood. So it i510 it ſel, and fo pen 
tmitiye aud puter tines t was ever. cteemed. 


kingdoms,” Fro Heb.rt.z3 
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Inf. 1, 1, Theodores tells of *Cohſtritinte,” that Ke would 
bY GOT have the Fathers ih the Council'of Nice to take 
the teſolutiot! bfthings in quicſtion, is '+57 diow- 
vilews Xdybr, Ort of the Jioenh niſpived en i 
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.-we. muſt note, that unto a regular and fair tryal» 


ſome thivgs are: neceſſary as antecedents, others 
*2: concomitants, and others as. conſequents , to 
of which I ſhall ſpeak ſomewhat , ing 1m 
m order... T | 
1:2. Unto a duetryall, ſome thin j255, we8 


ry 
poſe, and make way'for a ſucceigfull = Te 
ofthe work;; And,.. . 
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(17) 
attainments he ſhould arrive to; which do's much 
towards the preparing of him for farther growth, 
Epifi. Arrianns writes an-intire chapter the be- 
ginning of Phzloſophy,and ſhews that the firſt thing 
a.man 1s todo in order to his becoming a Phileſo> 
per FO gundi nor Tis auTe ad vhias,tds dIuvauies,oT, 
the conſideration of his own inſufficiency and weakneſs. 
As long as a man conceits he knows enough, heel 
care little for knowing more. Many had found 
out the Truth,if they had not flattered themſelves 
with vain apprehenfions of being already poſle(- 
fors of it. I {peak not this, as if I would have all 
turn Scepticky , or give up themſelves to irrational 
and groundleſs doubtings, the common Engines 
whereby Satan draws men to error and apoltacy, 
but that they ſhould underſtand their own con- 
dition, remember from whence they are fallen, 
conſider what imperfections. do attend them, 
humble themſelves before God, and mourn un- 
der the ſenſe thereof, which is the way to ren- 
der God propitious, and prevail with him to re- 
veal his minde to us. Though he be willing 
to teach, yet before he do's it, hee'll have us to 
be ſenſible both that he is able to teach us, and 
that we ſtand in need of being taught, and when 
we are thus qualified, we are fit' to enter into 
his School, and not till then. It we mean” to 
find out the truth, we muſt not uſher in our en- 
quiries after it, with high (clf-admiring thoughts, 
but throwing our ſelves down at the feet of that 
Majeſty we have offended, we muſt look upon 
our-ſclvcs as empty, fooliſh: Creatures, wholly 
unfit to be acquainted, or have to do, with Sa- 
cred things, And to encourage us- hereunto, 
C God 


Fi. 25-9. 
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Com. loc. 


' teach them the way they are to go. 


(18) 
God tells us, that the meek, will be guide in juudge* 
went, and the meek, will be teach his way. Such is 
the reſpe& that he bears to meek and humble 
men , that he hath p_—_ when they fit un 

udgement on ſuch things as come 'before them, 
he will guide and aſliſt them, that ſo they may 
not paſs an unjuſt ſentence, but ſuch as is according 
to truth, While he ſuffers the proud and haughty 
to follow their own imaginations and deluſions, 
he will dire them in Me and inftruR and 


2. We muſt addreſs our felves unto God in 
Prayer, and with all holy importunity and car- 
neſtne(s intreat him to affiſt us in the buſineſs we 
have: in hand, reveal his minde tous, and help 
us to. cloſe therewith. Though we have all 
outward advantages of finding out the truth, 
yet unleſs he be pleaſed to open our eyes, and 
ſhew us the evidence and beauty of it, we are 
never the nearer.. The doctrine of Religion is 
attended with ſo many abſtruſe and ſtupendi- 
ous mykerics, that 1ts b:yond the ability of any 
morta) man, . without the direftion of ſuperve- 
went, auxiliary hight to underftand it. This 
our Saviour teaches when he faith, No man hath 
aſcended up to Heaven, but he that came down from 
Heaven. By aſcending into Heaven he means, not 
a gomg up thither m a. proper ſenſe, but a per- 
te& underſtanding of heavenly myfteries, which 
no man how:great ſoever his perſpicacity or dili- 
gence was., /did: ever fully attain. unto. And 
with 'this agrees: that of the judicious Caluin , 
aſcending into, Heaven ( faith he). ſignifies, puram 
myſteriorum Dez notitiam, & ſpiritualis intelligen- 
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C722 
tie lycom,, #he-pure; kyowledge of the myſteries © 
God, . and we Jight of ſpiritual underjtanding. Upon 
our Savigurs, a{lcrting to' Nicodemus the neceility 
of Regeneratiqn (a myſtery he underſtood not) 
he breaks foxth iuto audacious and arrogant Ex” 
poltulations with him, demanding of him, How 
eau 4 man be horn mhen :he is old ? can he eter 
the ſecond. time into his mothers womb ? and how 
can theſe things be ? He pretended to come to 
him as untg « Teacher ſent from God, attended 
with his. preſence, and able to demonſtrate the 
truth of his Doctrine by Miracles, and yet in- 
ſtcad of ſubmitting to his authority and wildom, 
as he ought to have done, he thus proudly and 
vainly reaſons with him, behaving himſelf as 
if he thought nothing could be truth bue what 
he apprehended to be ſo. And thus while he 
{cems to contradi& our Saviours Dodrine, he 
unaWares. verifies it, declaring to us by his own 
example, that the greateſt Maſters of 

e unable to receive the things of the Spirit of 


over mower be believer nothing above Natwre. 
He meaſures the arm of the Creator by the arm 
ff the Creature, the abilities of Divine Power 
by the abilities of Nature, and what will aver- 
natch the latter, he thinks will alſo overmatch 
ie former. And after this manner Nicodemus 
who, ane would have thought, bzing a Maſter 
ff Irael, ſhould have known better ) carryed 
himſelf: Though he acknowledge our Saviour 
tobe come from God, yct he will not take his. 
word. He muſt cicher know how ang by what 

GY ITeans 


God till he help them to do it. Theophi (oo. in 
ſpeaking of the Carnal man , faith, wnSe 5mig He 1h 
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Mat,23.36> Declare unto us (ſay they) the Parable of the tare 


(25) 
means, a man ſhould be born again, -or elſe he 
will not believe there can be any ach thing, *f 
Now-our Saviour the'better to repreſs this his 
vain/and fooliſh arrogancy', and- thereby make 
way for his own Do&tme, acquaints him with 
the- utter: inability of men by their own power 
to underſtand. Heavenly Truths, and withal 
lets him know it was his Prerogative who came 
dowii”-from Heaven, and at that tume in reſpeQ 
of his Divine Nature, 'was in Heaven to do it, 
It is as cafic for a man in a proper ſenſe to 
climbe up to Heaven, as by his own power fully 
and favingly to underſtand the DoCtrine of Re- t 
ligion. - Now this conſideration, as 1t was 
proper: antidote fur the ſelf-conceitedneſs of: N; 
codemus ,, {o it may ſerve as a ſtrong argumen 
unto us, both to» humble us under the ſenſe d 
our -infufficiency , and: alſo ſtirre us up to ſeek 
unto him who 1s able to relieve us. As wt 
muſt not -judge our ſelves ſufficient to under 
ſtand heavenly truths, ſo neither muſt we co 
tent our ſ{tlves with our' own inſufficiency, but 
we ' muſt {cek unto him for direCtion and helx 
This: courſe David" took , Open thou mine ey 
(faith he) that 1 may behold wonderous things out 
of thy-Law. - Though he were a man of emin 
knowledge, wiſcr than his Tcachers, yet he wa 
{cnſible of his own imperfection, and runs ti 
God- for a ſupply thereof. And this courſe like 
wile the Apoliles took; when ever our 'Saviout 
delivered any thing that exceeded their capaci 
ties, they intreated him-to expound i to therr 
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. of the field, And when he had ſhewed them _ 


heff defiles a man, they deſired him-to tell. then. 
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the meaning of it, ſaying, deelare unto. ws | this 
Parable. And when he had fpoken to. them of 
the deſtruction of the Temple, they came to-him 
privately, ſaying, Tell #s when ſhall theſe things be. 
And the fame'courſe they. took- themſelves, the 
ſame they preſcribed. unto others. -1f* any of: youe 
(aith-one. of them.) lah, 11iſdom, let bim ack, it 
of God, that giveth to. all men liberaly, and up- 
braideth not , and it ſhall be. given him. Though 
we want Wiſdom, there;1s enough in God: he 
is the Father of Lights, the only wiſe God, in- 
fnite- in underſtanding 3 ,and-he is ready tg com- 
municate to-his Creatures, As the Sun offers 
its light -unto. the World , ſo: do's he offer his 
aſliſtance to. ys 3 and therefore we ſhould: neither 
allow our ſelves in darknels,, nor tand complain- 
ig of at, but -run to him. for light, Whenever 
we find our, (elves at a-lofs,.-we muſt run pre- 
{cntly: to him, and defire him to. enlighten our 
darkneſs, reſolve our doubts, and make ourx,way 
plain, for--us, When men/-urge upon. us,,New 
Dodrines .and Canons , we mult take them. as 
Hezekjah dit Rabſhakeb's Letter, . and laying,them 
before the Lord , ſay, Lord, ſhall we believe.or 


obey ? face. thou wouldjt not have us. erre, keep. 24s 
that we may 'not do it, -.. Such eter 
both..pleaſe.him, and conduce to.our own, 

. Calvin writing upon:the, Text hath this.pal- 
fage. I (faith he ) we perceive our, ſelveg,,ta. be 
deftitute of the faculty of' proving aright, .ab "\ 

11Nr . 
we muſt beg jt of the Jan ire which. ſpeaks! 
| 3 


Mar.7.17] 


Mart, 24-3. 


Jam.1.5. 


Ifa.37,14. 


ſhall we not believe ? ſhall ws: obey or ſaall.ppe uot . 


this we muſt? 


(22) 


. the Prophets. He is the author and. Fountain of- 


Truth,*and is only able to open the eyes-to ſee 
It, 26d. perfwade the -heart to cloſewnth #, and 
therefore it concerns us-and all thoſe who -be de- 
ſrrous of it to ſeek to him for it. 

3. 'Wemuſt hy afide-and baniſh from us all 


prejudice, which way ſoever it hath been -occa- 


tioned, reſolving freely to cloſe with whatſoever 
God ſhall wake ouit to be truth to us. We muſt 
not bring our Religion to the Scriptures, but 
receive it from thei; *We muſt'not, as moſt do, 
firſt take up ſuch opinions, as our '0Wn intereſts 
ſhape ont G us, afd"then bring-thet to the 
Scrptutes', rather to confirm than examine 
them; thiiking then 2s ſimple people 'do of the 


" Bdls End Apping. ſay, 15 for us, but dif- 


chargiiig”and firipping our ſelves naked of all | 
prejiidicate apprehefifions and opinions, we muſt | 
g0-to'the Scriptures, with mindes ready to cm- 
brace whatever God ſhall thereby reveal” to us, 
reſolving with Aficeiah that what the Lord faith 
wnto 48, that we will cloſe with, being equally | 
confent to follow his' voice which way foever 
he ſhall call us. Prejudice is a prepoſterous judg- 
rent whereby we pals {entence upen thmgs be- 
fore *we have duely inform'd our Klves con- 
eE them, and fo come to approvewhat we |} 
hot Sr, 2nd' condemn what we'ſhould | 
ove.  Avugrſtine faith, it is mand; addittio, 
of a perfon or thing 1 unbeard. 'Now 
he p-morm things belbee we 
'E | n grant tem a fair try» 
with them as gt = 
y 


tt 
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by finde cauſe. . We muſt neither judge perſofis 
nor things,” india causa, before we have heard 
them: that was not only diſallowed, as Nico- 
demws {hews, among the"Fews, but likewiſe, as 
Twly ſhews, among the Romans, who puniſhed 
ſuch as they found guilty of ic. Though what 
we have before us be a truth, yet we lin, if we 
clofe with it, cre we have made tryall of it. 
The Judge that paſſes ſentence before he hath 
heard both parties , errs, though his ſentence 
be in it (elf juſt, becauſe through his prepoſte- 
rouſne(s it might have proved otherwiſe. And 
{0 1t is in this cafe; he that takes up an opinion, 
before he hath made proof of it, errs, though it 
be in it ſelt good, becauſe through his incon{i- 
| derateneſs and raſhneſs it might have proved 
evil. It is not enough that we take up the 
Truth, except we take it up upon mature con- 
lideration, and good grounds, ſufficient in their 
kinde to fatisfhe us that it 15 the Truth, which 
we have before us. But ſuch is the indiſcretion 
and raſhneſs of moſt, that they eſpouſe Opini- 
ons and wayes, and axe ready to perſecute all 
that will not joyn with them therein, before 
they have made any tryall of them, - or can 
give any rational grounds for their ſo doing, 
Thus did the Fews and Epheſians, they were 
both full of heat and rage 3 the former againſt 
Chriſt, the lattcr againſt his Servants, but neither 
of them knew why. And there are more than 
2 few of ſuch as theſe amongſt us, who have 


Joh, 7.52. 


Orat., pro 
(lzent, 


Luk 23.2} 
Adts 19.32 


8 Zeal, but not according to knowledge. They are Rom. ro.z . 


very forward in their way, but can render little 
more reaſon tor it, than they can for the cbbing 
C 4 and 


Ls 


(24) 
and flowing of the Sea at its appointed times. 
Perhaps they can alledge ſuch things as education, 


- cuſtom, carnal intereſt, the example, of the mul- 


P{al.63,9, 


titude, the command of Superiours 3 but alas, 
what, uncertain filly things are theſe for men to 
build their Rel:gion upon ? Tobe laid inthe bal- 
Lance they are altogether lighter than vanity. Now 
for the preventing ' of . 6 many evils attending 
on this precipitant courſe, 1t behoves us to en- 
quire, what opinions we like and what we dif- 
like, and upon what grounds we like the one 

and diſlike the other; and if upon enquiry we 

find, that we have through prejudice, that 15 to 

ſay, unmature haſty judgment, or otherwiſe, tas 

ken up a liking of what we ſhould diſlike, ora 

difliking of what we ſhould like, we mult not 

onely, tor the repairing of the honour of the truth, 

which we have ſinfully violated, bat alſo tor 
our own fafcty, return again, and licer a new 
courſe. * 

2. Having thus ſpoken of ſuch matters as are 
neceſſaxy to this proof of things as antecedents, 
qr preparatives, I ſhall now ſpeak of ſuch as are 
neceſſary, as concomitants or adjunQs. And, 

1. We muſt prove _them carctully, as things 
that concern our {quls, and cverlaſting happinels, 
and wherein we cannot miſtake without danger 
of utter ruine, We muſt not run over the work 
heedleſly and ſlightly, ( that's the way to favour 
errour and wrong, the truth, in asmuch as we 
are by nature prone to the former, and averſe 

fo the latter.) but we muſt manage it with all 
holy circumſpe&ion and caution, as thoſe who 
are indeed zealous of the txath, and deſirous to 

; tin 
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find it out. We read, Num". 9. 8. that when 
certain men came to Moſes for relolution mn a 
caſe, he was ſo cautious, that though it were but 
a buſjne(s of a ceremonial nature, yet he would 

not preſently give judgment in it, bat | he- firſt 
* gocsand engquires of the Lord concerning it. And 
ome of the Jewiſh Writers tell us, that there 
were four ſorts of. cauſes that came before Moſes, 
twoof which were of leſs moment, the other of 
greater; in the former he haſtned, in the later he 
delaid ; but both concerning the one and the 
other he ſaid, wwynw x7, 1 have not beard, 
namely, from the Lord, teaching us thereby, that 
deliberation and conſultation with God, ought to 
be uſed in all matters before ſentence be given. 
Io our enquiries after the nature of thoſe things 
which come before us, we muſt not, with Pi- 
late, carelcily demand, what is truth, and fo dil- 
miſs the work; but we muſt ſeek it as Foſeph: 
and Mary did Chrift, and as Eſax did the blefling, 
with care, ſorrow and tears. As it 1s no ſmall 
bleſling to hnd the truth, ſo it is no ſmall judg- 
ment to miſ5ofit, and therefore it concerns us 
to uſe care in our enquiries after it.. Such is our 
pronenels to miſtake, that we muſt keep a jealous 
cye upon our ſelves, and even when our grounds 
ſcem fair and plauſible, proceed with caution, 
leſt with Dxioz we embrace a cloud inſtead of 
Juno, and with Diomedes, take up with weapons 
of braſs for weapons of gold. 

2. We muſt prove them diligently, chooling 
rather to be at any pains than remain ignorant 
of the truth, ' The Fxdicial Law required, that 
when the Judges fate upon their Tnbunal, = 


Fonath. 
Tar Lo in 
los. 


Joh. 18.38, 
Luk. z. 4v$. 
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kl (26) . 
had a controverſic before them, they ſhould 


Deur; 19, make diligent inquiſition. , They were not to run 


over the buſincs (uperhcially or negligently, but 

to make thorow enquiry into it; and the reaſon 

was, that they might not give a falſe and 
groundleſs, but a juſt and equal ſentence. And if 

it be a duty to make {uch diligent inquiſition 'in 

matters of ſecular and temporal concernment, 

it is ſurely much more a duty todo it in matters 
of ſpiritual and eternal concernment. By how 
much the ſoul is more to b accounted of than 
the body, andeternity thantime, by ſo much we 

ſhould be more diligent in- our enquiry wn the 
Jatter than the former. And therefore we mui 
ſce that we go thorow. with the work, not 
leaving off till -we have been at the bottom, 
know the ſtate of things, and tound where the 
truth lies. This the word SoxuudGuy imports, 
which, as Dr. Whitaker notes, ( whole Cyanea 
Cantio was on this ſubject ) fignifics ſo-to prove 
as not to deſift, till we have tound out 7% Joxr- 
10#, Or the thing we are in purſuit of." God hath 
preſcribed diligent enquiry after the trath, as the 
means of finding it, and hath promiſed his ble(- 
ling to it : Jfthox jeekeſt ber ( faith he ) as ſilver, 
and ſearcheſt for ber as fir hid treaſures £ then ſhalt 
thou underſtand the fear of the Lord, and find the 
knowledge of "God. Such 15 : the excellency of 
truth, that it is worthy our greateſt diligence, 
and upon that account we ſhould fpare no pains 
in the ſearch of it. The reaſon wheretore it is 
hid trom many, 15 not becauſe God is unwilling 
to reveal it, but becauſe they are not diligent m 
their enquaries after it : would (they but _ 
mat 


(27) 
that pains for it which men do for ſilver and 
gold, they might ſoon come to the knowledge 
of it 3 bur they ſlight it, and are flothful in the 


ſcarch of it, and ſo go without it. And indced 


its juſt with God to let them ſeek and not find, 
_ till they have learn'd to value and feek it at 
another rate. If ever we mean to find the truth, 
and eſcape the deluſions that others periſh by, 
we muſt kbour and take pains for it, nay, and 
. count. our: ſelves happy, it in fo doing we may 

attain to the knowledge of it. | 
3, We mult prove t faithfully, weighing 
the evidence on . both ſides, and giving ſcn- 
tence according thereunto. We muſt nct 
judge of things according to what our Car- 
nal intereſts would have them to be, nog 
according. to what at the firſt fight they, 
may ſcera to be 3 but according to what upon 
due examination and fcarch we ſhall find them. 
God does every where in Scripture prohibit and 
condemuy partial and unequal judgment, as. that 
which-s. hyghly duplcaling and hatctul. to han, 
witneſs: that of Moſes to his Judges, Hear the 
canſer between your brethren, and judge righteouſly 
between every man, and: his brother, and the ftranger. 
that is with him. Te ſhall not reſpect perſons an 
judgment, but ye ſhall he the ſmall as well as the 
great : ye. ſhall not be afrand of the face of man, for 
the judgment 3s gods. With-which agzees that of 
our Saviour, 7Jrnage:nit according is the appea+ 
rance, but judge righteows judgment. It mult be 
our care then that tyuth may take: place,. aud 
theretocge waving all motives and. inducements 
to-theiconerary, we mult give ſentence for oe 
{ The 
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The Thebans 'painted Juſtice without hands, and 
withonr'"eyes3/ teaching 'by the one, that ſuch as 
fate in judgment muſt-receive no bribes, and by 
the other, that they mulſt- not reſpec | perſons. 
From whence we who are Chriſtians may gather 
this uſeful inſtruction, That in our Judicial pro- 
ceedings, whether more publick or private, we 
mult not ſaffer any ſinifter reſpc&s to {way or 
corrupt” us, but following the tree -and 1mpar- 
cial dictates ot our own judgment and reafon; we 
mult give ajuft and equal ſentence. (Error hath 
commonly: many advocates to plead for- it, as. 
riches, honour, and the like, that like Galeacins 
his- children, tollow the ſoul with paſſionate and 


'vehement importunity3- but ſtopping our cars at 


the toolith' blandiſhments 'and vain ſuggeſtious 
thereot , we muſt give the truth its deſerved pre- 
heminence,” . We. muſt not allow of this opinion, 
becauſe it wears ſcarlet, ' nor diſlike that, becauſe 
it goes in rags. We mult not cloſe with the one, 
becauſe it tends to our worldly making, nor rc> 
ze the other, becauſe. it tends to our! undoing, 3 
but waving all ſuch trivial conſiderations, as 


adding nothing to the true and real worth of 


them, we mult judge of both according as the 


Hght of the word, whereby we are totry them, 


does repreſent them to us. 

3. Having likewiſe ſpoken of ſuch matters as 
are neceflary to the-proof of. things, as concomi- 
zants or adjuncts; Ifhall now m the laſt place 
pals to ſuch as are neceffary as conſequents, that 
muſt follow thereupon. And, 163 REY 

1. When we have made this prook, and: have 
thereby, both according to God's promuſe;. and 


QUT 


(29) | 
our own deſire and expeQation, diſcovered the 
truth, we muſt bleſs and praiſe him for i, as 
knowing that without his- concurrence and di- 
re&ion, ' our endeavours, how great fſoever, 
would have been altogether ineffeual. Such is 
the unhappineſs of ſome, - that they do not (o 
much as ſeek for truth, and fo deſervedly remain 
ſtrangers toit 3 others ſeek it, but through want 
of help from Heaven do not find it. What cauſe 
then ſhall we have to bleſs God, if it ſhall 
pleaſe him not onely to put us upon the ſeeking 
it, but by his ſpecial aſſiſtance enable us to find 
it? It is a mercy toput us upon ſeeking it, but 
more a mercy in ſeeking it to help us to find it. 
Oh, truth is a deſirable and ſweet thing, wor- 
thy of our greateſt endeavours #il/ we have it, 
and our higheſt praiſes when we have it;- witneſs 


that golden diQate of truth it (elf; Whoſo findeth prov. 8. 
me findeth life, and ſhall obtain favor from the 35. 


Lord.” Though ignorant carnal men, that con- 
verſe with nothing but dunghills, ſee no form 
or comelineſs in it, yet in the judgment of all 
thoſe, who are worth taking notice of, it 15 moſt 
amiable and lovely. Such was the eſteem the 
Platoniſt had of it, that he ſaid, That if Almighty 
God would be plcas'd to afſume a compoſition, 
he verily thought he would take Light for his 
Body, 'and Truth for his Soul. It is a fruitful 
bough, a pearl of great -price, a rare bleſſing : 
and therefore- when ever God is pleaſed to dif- 
cover it 'to-us, we ſhould be thankful for it. 
Herein our bleſſed Saviour hath lead us the way. 
How thankful was he to: his Father for- revealing 
it to his Diſciples? Tibank thee, ( faith he ) O Fa+ 


ther, 


hs (30) 
Math. 11, ther, Lord of heaven andearth, becauſe thou haſt hid 
25» theſe things from the wiſh and prudent, and haſt re- 
vealed them zento baber.. He gives not thanks be- 

cauſe God had hid the myſteries of his Kingdom, 

from the wiſe and prudent, for he would have 

had all to have been acquainted with them, but 

that whiles, as a juft xecompence of theix pride 

and contempt, he hid them from them, he . was 

pleaſed our of his great mercy and compaſſion 

to reveal them unto babes. And if he be thus 

thankful to hus Father for revealing his truth to 

us, how thankful ſhould we be our ſelves? If 

\ Taert. ejus Pythagoras were lo affedted with his finding out 
wileÞ. 575. the myſtery of the Triengk, that he did ##ariy- 
Bly Ovei v, ſeerifie a whole Hecatomb, how ſhould 

we be affeed, when God is pleaſed to reveal to 

us the myltcrics of his Kingdqm, and make us 

partakers of that knowledge which leads unto 

Theſ, ep. everlaſting life? Such was the ingenuity of Eraſtas, 
Lei. Þ.7: that he proteſted, that whoever would fhew him 
his-errour, Coram Deo & bominibus gratias atiu- 

rum, he would give him thanks before God and men. 

- Truth is the light, 'glory and afety of the foul, 
that which does dire, beautific and (ccare it : 
and therefore when ever God is pleaſed to be- 
ftow it, we ſhould not onely receive it, but ren- 
der him thanks for it. | 

2. When we have made this proof, and have 
thereby found out the truth, we mult faithfully 
preſerve and retain it, ſifftering neither fraud nor 
violenceto wreſt it from us.. TilÞwedhave it, it 
muſt be our 'care to get it 3- and when we have 
It, it muſt be our care to keep it. This the Apoſtle 
ſhews,, when he ſaith, .FÞbld fat that which : 

good. 


(31) 

good. ' Tir our diſcuſſion of things, we fhalt racet 
both with gold' and droſs, wheat andchatf; and 
is we muſt let go the one; ſo we muſt rerain the 
other. We may beſurc, that as ſoon as ever we 
have got the truth, - the wicked one will be catching 
at itz but we muſt not upon any terms ſuffer him 
tobereaveus df it. Though he ſhould dealwith 


us' 3 he dealt with our Saviour, offer us all the 


kingdoms of the world, and the glory of them mn ex- 
change of it, yet we mult not part with it, We 
mult lay it,as Mzrydid the fayings of our Sayiour, 
m our hearts, and not upon any account what- 
foever let it go. This is Solomon's advice, Take 
fatt hold ( faith he ) on inttruGion, lt her not go, 
keep ber, for ſhe is thy life. Thy like ! what more 
precious than life ? what will not a man part 
with rather than his lite ? though he love out- 
ward mjoyments never {o well, yet he'llet them 
all go rather than part with his lite. The wary 
Marrmer, that gets what he hath with ſo much 
toiland hazard, will throw all znto the ſex to ſave 
his lite. And Satan {poke no other than truth, 
when he ſaid, ' Shin for kin, and all that a man 
hath will be give for his life. A maxi will give the 
Skins, not onely of his cattcl apdfervants, but of 
his own dear children and neareſt relations, to 
{ave his own. Why, truth is our life, and thcr.- 
tore according to rules of ſe}t-preſeryation, which 
of all other have the deepeſt rooting in. nature, 
we ſhould rather part with any thing than let it 
go. When God hathrence revealed it to us, and 
committed it to our cuſtody, he looks that we 
ſhould keep it, and will call us to an account for 
n' and therefore it concerns us to look to it, and 
prelerye 
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preſerve it. It were far better for us not to have 
it, than when we have it to let it go. This the 
Holy Gboſt . is clear in. I bad better for 
them not to have kn1wn the way of righteouſneſs , 
than afier they have known it, to turn from the holy 
comman4ment , delivered to them. The fin of 
Apoltacy is greater than that of bare Inhdelity. 
It is alcfs fin not to come into Chrift, than after 
we are come 1n, to turn our backs upon him” 
and leave him. A man can ſcarcely be born to 
do Religion greater injury, than for a ſeaſon to. 
profeſs 1t, and afterwards, forſake it» As it do's 
highly aggravate his ſin, ſo it will his puniſh- 
ment. And therefore it- concerns every one that 


hath ſearched for the Truth, and attain'd to it, 


to hold it faſt, otherwiſe his latter end will be 
worſe than the beginning. 

3. When we have by our proof found out 
the Truth, we muſt communicate and reveal it 
to others, that they being enlightened by it may 
ſerve God with us, and receive the rich bleſſings 
that do attend it. When God is pleaſcd to de- 
liver the Candle of his Word into our hands, it 
is not that we ſhould put it #nder a buſhel, but 
on a Candleftick,, that it may give light to all that 
are in the bauſe. When he put light into the 
Sun, Moon and Stars, it was not that they 
ſhould ſhine unto themſelves, but that they ſhould 
enlighten the World; ſo when he reveals his truth 
to any of his ſervants, it is not that they ſhould 
itnpriſon it within the private walls of their own 
boſtune, but that they ſhould lift it up, and hold 
it forth to others. One great Office of the 
Church in rclation to the Truth, is to publiſh it, 

an 
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and make it known. Though it _-_ not to her, "it. por. 


to deerte what thall be Truth, a 
yet when God whio is the effetitial and eternal 
Truth, hath decreed it, and made it known td 
her, ſhe ought ro make it known to others. 
As the Cryer publiſhes the Deortes and E4;Fy of 
the King: fo is ſhe, and every member thereof, 
in his-place , and calling, to publiſh it. And 
indeed fuch is the nature of ſaving Truth, that 
wherefoever it comes, it provokes, nay conſtraints 
the foul to make it known. When God had re- 
vealed his minde to Feremy , what a ſcorching 
Feaver was he in till he had publiſhed. it * 


Els word (faith he) was in mine heart, as a buern- Jerao.g. 


ing fire ſhut u)'in my bones, and I was weary with 
forbearing, and I conld not ftay. And when Chriſt 
had committed/the Goſpel to the Apoſtles, what 
an” holy force did they tinde themfelves under ? 
We' cant ( lay they ) but fpeak the things which 
we have” ſeen and heard. "They were like old Bot- 
tler filled with New Win, till they had delivered 
the Meſſage wherewith they were intruſted. 
As ſoon as ever a man is Gavingly acquainted 
with Chriſt, he preſently endeavours to bring - 


in others to him. Andrew no ſooner findes him, Joh. 1.42, 
\but he brings in Peter to him 3 Philip no ſooner 4+ 1-79 


findeshim, 'but he brings Nathamet to him 3 and 
the Woman of Samaria no ſooner findes him, 
but ſhe will have the whole City to come out 
to him.- So' that you fee, Trath is no dull or 
Puggilh, but a lively and active Principle, and: 
ſuch'as do's incite: the Soul wherein it ſeats it 
(elf, to publiſh it and make it known. If there- 
tote we will make it to appear we have a 
| celve 


(34) 
ceived the Truth, and will that ſervice, 

we owe to.it, we muſt fo far as our places, abi- 

lities and opportunities will extend, acquaint 

others with it. | 

6. Having thus told you , the manner how 

this proof muſt be manag'd, not only in reſpe& 
of the antecedents, but likewiſe in reſpe& of the 
concomitants and conſequents , I ſhall now come 
to the main buſineſs, which L have all this while 
been but making way for, and that 1s, to evince 
to you, That there do's by a divine right, belong 
to all Chriſtians, a private, diſcretive, ſelf- direAive 
Judgement , by virtue whereof they not ouly 
may, but ought to prove thoſe things that are 
recommended to them by their Teachers which 
I ſhall endeavour. to do*by theſe arguments. 
And, 1. God himſelf, whoſe Ward 1s a ſuffici- 
ent warrant for a!l their undertakings, - out” of 
the reſpe&t he' bears to their ſafety and welfare, 
do's in expreſs terms impower , nay charge 
themto do it. , It was never his minde that they 
they ſhould pin their Faith upowtheir Teachers 
fleeves, captivate their Judgments to theirs, or 
believe and do whatever they think ' is meet, 
but that they ſhould take their mſtruftions, de- 
finitions , and concluſions ,- to the rule of the, 
Word, and try. them. thereby., and .then-clofe 
with them according as the- reaſon they* find 
attending them ſhall perſwade and induce them. 
This plainly appears by theſe words of the. Apo- 
ſtle, Prove all things; which are fo clear and 
full to the point, that nothing-but wilfall blind- 
neſs, or obltinate prejudice, can gainſay them. 
And yet as tf what he faith here, were not ſuffi- 
cient, 


— 


tiarit,” he ſpeaks elſewhere'to the ' fame puipole:: ; 


-watnels that paſſage to the Corinthians; 1 ſheak 1 Cor, 16% 


'Gaith he ): as 20 Ng ah what T ſay. 
Here,' as Eſtzzes ' contelies,, he ipeaks: de judicio 
djeretionis, 'of; that, Judgement , of private diſere- 
tion we are diſcourting/ of, but then to avoid the 
force of the [place , he teUs/ us that. the Corin- 
thians were perſons of extraordinary gifts 'and 
alulicics ,. and therefore though the Apoltle do 
iu theſe words - -umpower them and ſuch like, 
ea: judge of the Doctrine of their Paſtors, yet it 
do 's not follow that he do's impower all to do it, 
Anſiv. The Corinthians indeed. were excellently 
gittcd , | they! had. arrived ta ivery high! attain- 
ments, 'by -.xcaſon. 'whereot they | were fitter to 
judge:of what ithe Apoſile was) about to deliver 
to'them,- and therefore he; urges it as an. argu- 
cut. to them: to. do it. But yet we mult not 
think that/:he: only aim'd at them, or ſuch as 
-have made the: fame proficiency: with them, in 
itz; for though every Chriſtian.have not the ſame 
no of Waſdom that theyihad ; and in'that 
Q:be natfo fit for the work as they were, 
yethe. hath (as I ſhall ſhew avett) that meaſuse, 
that by prayer, diligence; and 4he: aſſiſtance of 
the: Spirit in che-uſe of means, do's render him 
4a far fit for it, as is . neceſſary to his own Satya- 
rian,.. And therefore we muſt not think that rhe 
Apelile do's urge it as a Priviledge or Duty, 
pertaining only to ren of eminent Wiſdom, ſuch 
as.many in. the Church of - C:rinth were (as the 
—_— would -haye us uiderſtand him ) bur 
wool thine to all Chriftians whatſoever. Ouc 
ink thoſe quick eyes that can, Þ thox 
D 3 art 
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(36) 


art Peter, read the Popes power of d Pri 
CCS, —_——_— thcir - the 
tranſlating of theix Kingdoms from (them, with 


many G1ch rare myſteries, ſhould ia theſe: ant 
ſuch like places, iread the Peoples power of judgy 
ing, of DoCtrines;: But what can be ſoplain), 
that intercſt and. prejudice-:will >not contras 
dict ? 312.6 | M7 - 520 abut 
2, He layes upon them ſeveral; important 
Dues that do. neceſfarily fuppoſe- 3t, miſomuch 
that unleſs they be allowed:theUberty: of Chii- 
ſtan proof, they cannot. perform them.' As, . © 

1. He will-have:thcm-to. uſe. caution. about 
their Teachets,- .They muſt: carctully.diſtinguath 
bcetwixt the- true andthe 1.talle,. betwixt the 
Meſſengers .of- Chit and: thic Meſfemgers:of Antir 
chriſt. Beware {ſaith our Saviour): of falſe Pro 


- phets which come to you in: Sheeps: cloathing, butt 


wardly they are vavening Wolves, And what courtt 
will he bave'thearto take that thly may diftun- 
guiſh betwixr:the toue Prophets and the Alle? 
Why, he tells::them; ye ſpallknow'tbtm byxbeir 
fruits : And what are thels: faits.? are” they 
their Lives? . /Noz 'thoſe are no fure Rule to 
go by : for. Hypocritesand Decervers.can make. as 
great ſhews' ob piety and holineſs as the beſt men 
whatſocver,''And therefore theſe, Fruits where» 
by the. People:muſt_diſtinguiſh the falſe Prophets 
from the. true, :are rather '(as Dr. Whitaker 
ſhews ) their .zzterpretations, exepofitions, and; do+ 
arines, than their. Jives, Thexeby: it is that all 
thoſe who would inforny -thamfelves: concern- 
ing them, muſt" try what they arc. -And agree- 
able to this Precept of our Saviour,»1s-that _ 


ny 


of the Apoſtle 3'/ Beloved, believe not every Spirit, I Joh. 4.1« 


luct try the wits, whether they are of God. It is to 
be obſerved , the ſpeaks this to, thoſe whom he 
terms; ea/Pie, little children; which (as Davenant 
well notes ) do's far better A2STEc privatis fidels- 
bus, to private Believers, than to Dodors aud 
Ryukrs. It belongs then to private Believers, even 
to ſuch as the Holy Ghoſt thinks meet to ſpeak 
6f under the appellation of little c5;ldren to make 
exyall*of their Teachers. - And whereby muſt 
they come to know what they arc, but by their 
fruits, which as you have heard, are their Do- 
Qrines? When che Holy Ghott therefore do's in 
theſe places admoniſh the faithfull to uſe this 
prudent Caution a out the r Teachers, and do's 
propound their Doctrine as that whezeby they 
mult diſtinguiſh them, he do's in effect bid them 


prove their Doctrine. 


2. He will have them to (ec that they ſuffer 
not themſelves to be poyloned or corrupted by 


{ſuch Dodtrines as are erroneous and unſound. 


They muſt not only diſt.nguiſh betwixt Teach» 
ers and Teachers, but betwixt DoCtrines and 
Doctrincs , raking care they receive what is: 


good, and avoid what 15 bad. 


This the Holy 


Ghoſt inliſts much upon. And Gratiaz tells out 
- of Ifidorxs, that if he who is. over the People, 


teach or command any thing belides the will of 


God, or beſides what is evidently required um 
the Holy Scriptures, they ar2 to look upon him 


__ faiſus Dez teſtis, aut ſacrilegus, 4s a falſe 


Witneſs of God, or ſacrilegious. 


doubt, that the. people muſt uſe circumſpeQion, 
= not ſuffer themſelves to be, deceryed Pore 
uw 


D 3 


It 4s then. palt 


De Jud.c. 
27.þp.158. 


Mar. 24.4. 
Eph. *.6. 
2 Thcfl, x. 


3. 
Cauſ.xnt, 
q. 3+ 


Col. 4.17. 


21. q- 33+ 
a, 4+ 3, 


(4.2 9; 
_—__ 


apoſtatize and decline, he will haye them to-fit 


(38) 
fince- there are ſo many falfe *Teachers in the 
World, and ſo muth unſound Doctrine broach- 
ed by them, how i it poſſible oy ſhould. eſcape 
being deceived, unlets they be allowed to prove 
what is ddlivered' to' them before they cloſe 
with it. | | RATS | 

3. He will have them, when their Teachers 
fall into Errors, grow negligent, or fail 1 their: 
Duty to admoniſh'them and exhort them. Paul 
will have the Coloſſzans to ſuy to Archippus, take 
hed to the Miniftry which thou haſt received in the 
Lord, that thou fulfill it. Aquinas (aith, this Ar 
chippas was the Biſhop of Coloſ7 3 and propound- 
0g this Queftion, Utrum quis teneatur corrigere 
Prelatum firum, Whether any man be bound to re- 
prove his*Prelate ;, he determines it athrmatively, 
nrgipg this very place for what he aſſerts, infex- 
ring trom it, that the People, when there is o&- 
caſion may r-prove their Prelates, fo they do-it 
cam reverentia, © honore, ac manſuetudine, with 
reverence , honour and meekneſs. And Gratian 
ſhews from Pope Exſebizs, that y__ may 1 
prove their Pattors in cafe they do a fide exorbi- 
tare, depart from the Faith. In the Judgement 
then of the very Papifts themſelves, and thoſe 
too, who are of greateſt account, if Mmiiters, 
nay - the Prelates, miſs it in their proceedings, 
the People not only may but ought to tell them 
of it, and admoniſh them about it. And how 
ſhall they do this, unleſs they may have: liberty 
to cenſure and make a Judgement -upon what 


. they fay and do. - 


4: When the Church wherein they live, do's 
in 


| (39) 
in judgment upon her, and proteſt againſt the 
od... con they find her guilty of. This appears 


by the charge the Prophet gives, Plead (faith he) we 4. 


with your mother, plead, where obſerve, 

4. Who they be hegives this charge toz a 
thoſe are the godly ones in I/#ael, who remain'd 
faithful and ſtedfaſt in that time of general Apo- 
ſtafie that the Prophet in this book refers to. 
Though the body of the Nation followed Jero- 
boam, and gave up themſelves.to ſuperſtition and 
idolatry z yet there were ſome that' ſtood their 
ground, and continued upright; and thoſe the 
Prophet in this place direCts his ſpecch to. | 

2. Who it is that he weans by Mother, and that 


(as Zanchy, Rivet, and others ſhew ) is Iſ7aelitica Com in loc. 


Ecclefia, the Church of 1/7ael, conſiſting of Magj- 
ſtrates, Miniſters and People, as the lay in her cor- 
rupt ſtate, polluted with idolatry, which ſhe 
fell into by walking atter the commandment of 
the wicked Prince bctore mentioned, whom God 
hath for ever ſtigmatized with this mark of in- 
famy, that he made I/rael to ſin. 
3. Whatitis he will have them to do, and that 
is, Plead with her, the word in the original is, 
1915, which interpreters do yariouſly render 3 
the vxlgar Latin turns it, judicate, judge her ; 
agnine contendite, contend with her; Vatablus, 
expoſialate, expoſtulate with her 3 Calvin, and 
others, litigate, plead with her. The Prophet 
would have them to enter into judgment with 
her, cenſure her, and deal with her by ſuch ar- 
gumients, -reproofs and admonitions, as might 
beſt ſerve to convince' her of the ſin ſhe ſtood 
guilty of, and bring herto repentance. 
£44 D 4 4, The 


>—& 0224 Bin Fee dard 2c As Ns ar A UE Cat. —_— ———— 


Cs ANG ASSES A aA AGES A A = 


pry 


VIA ti Od AAA _— — — — oftads {a Te FOI. 


— — — + 
- * TT 


OY 
OT IE RE 


—_— —— 


—_—  ——— -. 


T. 


; (40) | 
. 4: Thexepetition, plead, plead, whereby he does 
pot onely hold forth the neceflity and impor- 
tance of the work, but likewiſe iitimates, that 
they muſt do it ſpeedily, boldly and vigorouſly, 
as thoſe that were troubled to behold the hogour 
of God ſuffer by her apoſtalie, and deſirous to 
ſee it_repaired by her return. So that the words 
imply a5 much as if he had faid, Ye pious and 
faithtul ones m Iſrael, who adhere unto God, 
and ſtand up for his pure worſhip and ſervice, 
you ſce how lamentably your Mother the 
Church, that ſhuuld have been an example to 
you of picty and conſtancy, is revolted and fallen 
to idolatry : as ever you' will' make jt to appear 
you haveany zcal or love to the truth, take her 
calc into conſideration, tell her of her fault, re- 
prove her for it, reaſon with her about it, and 
do all you cau to reduce her into thoſe holy 
ways ſhe heretofore walked in, and in compliance 
with the commandment of her wicked King 
hath ſo unworthily forſaken. We ſee then the 
Church, notwithſtanding the uncontrolable 
height that ſome advance her to, is no ſuch tre- 
dous thing, but that even private men may, 
divine allowance, frecly cenſure her, and ex- 
late with her about her procecdings : and 
ow ſhall they do this, unleſs they exerciſe a 
judgment of diſcretion to dire&t and guide theth 
1n 3t 
. He will not have them te do any thing 
y, or with: doubting, but throughly to-in- 


form and Gatighe themſc}ves of. the lawfulnels of 
Remgq, It, ere they, undertakeit2 Lyt every man ( faith 


Paul ) be fuly perſuaded, in. bis own mind, . Relves 
2s T2 thcy 


(41) | 


they doſe with any doQtin, or ſet upon an 

ſervice, they muſt enquire into it, and be per- 
ſfuaded, nay, fully perſuaded of the warranta- 
bleneſs of it. They muſt not go upon ſlight pro- 
babylities or conjectures, but muſt be at a cer-- 
tainty, ſo that they may fay with Peter, in the 
name of himſelf and the relt; We believe and are 
fiere. But how 1s it poſlible they ſhould attain 


to this full perſuafion and certainty of the. nature 
and ſtate of things, unleſs they make proof of 
them ? what, is the 'teſtimony of others ſufficient 
ſecurity to them ? Then what crror is {o great 
or dangerous, that they may not be fully per- 
ſuaded and aſſured of ? 

6. He would have them to decline evil and 
chuſe good, forſake the one and hold faſt the 
ether. This is {ct down as plainly in Scripture 
as if it were written with a beam of the Sun. 
But unleſs they may brjng things to trial, how 
ſhall they be able todo it ? How ſhall they di- 
ſtinguſh betwixt good and evil ? how ſhall they 
know what to chuſe and what to refuſe, when to 
ſtand and-whento go ? 

7.He will have them to clear up their evi- 


dences for heaven, and aſcertain themſelves of 


their ſalvation. This the Apoſtle aims at when 
he faith, Give all diligence to make your calling and 
eleftion ſere. There 1s a two-tuld certainty of a 
mans calling «and election 3 there is/ certirmdo 
objectz, and. certitado faebjetti , a certainty of- the 
thing it ſelf, and 'a certainty: thereof to'a man's 
own foul'; the one xefults from the fincerity-and 


truth of grace, the other from the refitxion' or 


- manifeſtation of it. It is the latter of-theſe. the 
| Apoſile 


Joh.6. 6g. 


x Pert.3. 


1, 
Iſa. I, 16, 
I7, 


x Thefl, 5; 
x4. 


Ads 18. 
34, 26, 


As 6, 10, 
7. 


(42) 


Apoſtle. aims at-in this -place 3 which how is it 
pollible, any one ſhould attain to, unleſs by his 


own. perlonal enquiry he make proof of -what 
he beheves and does. And thus you ſee God re- 
quurcs of the people ſeveral unquettionable dytics 
which do neceſlanily ſuppoſe this power of trial, 


ſo that it muſt, cither be granted, that he in- 
tended it for them, or elſe that he hath put them ' 


upon inſuperable _ difficulties, which to athrm 
were nc lc{s than blaſphemy. 

3, He impowers them to do divers things in 
Religion that are of amore eminent nature, and 
call tor greater abilities than the judging of Do+ 
Ctrines tor their own private uſe dots. He al- 
lows them ina charitative, private way to teach, 
exhoxt and warn-one another, for. their mutual 
edification and furtherance in the faith. Pazel 
charges the Theſſalonians.to. warn the unruly, com+ 
fort the feeble minded, ſupport the weak,, &c. And 
in anſwer hexcunto wy find, that Aquila and 
Priſcilla, ſeeing Apollos (though an eloquent man, 
and mighty in the Scriptures) ſhort in ſome 
ponits mn Chriſtianity, they took him ' and. ex- 
pottnded the way of God to him more perfettly. And 
he does not onely allow them to do it thus in a 
private way, but likewiſe upon ſpecial occaſions, 
when the neceſſities of the Church do require it, 
in a more publick. The Scripture makes men- 
tion of ſeveral, who though they were but pri- 
vate. Chriſtians, .yct embracing .the call given 
them by God, they publickly appeared in the 
behalt - of the truth,; bpenly. afferted'. it, and 
pleaded for it. Stephen, though but a: Deacon, or- 
gained to. ſerve tables, yet being call'd in = 
p fn; (tion 


. (43) 
ſtion-by- the Fewiſh council for his faith in Chxi 
he'owns him hbefore-them all, teaches him, an 
diſpmtes for him. And Apollos, though he were ag, ig, 
but 2 private man, and knew ancly the Baptiſm 25. 
of Fobn, yet he diſputed with the Fews, and 
and taught diligently the things of the Lord. 
Nay, aud all the Diſciples, ſcattered abroad upon ag, q , 
the death of Stephen, went every where preach- 
ing the ward. And if we conſult ſucceeding times, 
we ſhall find, that the Chriſtians of thoſe days 
did both chalings and —— o_ liberty. 
Origen, before he centred into holy Orders, ca- 5 
t chiſcd, expounded, diſputed, and that pub- ” reps 


a 
e 
lickly, both before: the Clergy and People. Its 39. gr. 
true, Demetrius Biſhop of Alexandria excepted 
againſt it, alledging -it was without preſi- 
dent that lay-men ſhould teach in the Charch 
in the prefence of Biſhops, but Alexander 
Biſhop of Feruſalem, and TheoGtiftus Biſhop 
of Ceſarea, took him roundly. up for it, charge 
ing him with a manifeſt untruth, and telling 
him, that ſeveral others as well as Origen, though 
but private men, had taken upon them to teach 
in publick Aſſemblies, even at ſuch times as di- 
vers learned men were preſent; and: that the 
Biſhops of thoſe places did not onely allow it, 
but defire them to do it. And they wfſtance in 
Evelpis at Laranda, requeltcd to it by Neon; in 
Pawlinns at Iconizm, requeſted to it by Celſies , m 
at Smada, requeſted fo it by Attics. 
And they alſo ad(, Wat it was like that this courſe 
was prafuſed iz2 other places, though unknown Fc, hip; 
to them. And: Socrates tells of, oſe, that 1. 4:6, 30, 
whiles he was Licutenant of Millain, and Confſul,. &: 


ts 


(440 
even before he' wis baptized, the peoplevaney- 
pettedly making choice of hiriy-to ſuceced” Xue 
xentius their deceaſed 'BifſhoP, and'the” Biſhops 
prefent _—_— it, he with6ut any; more 
ado took upon him the place. And Charmer, 

Pex. t. 1, Ont of Ferom, makes mention of Ariftider, Agrip- 
E 18, c. 2, pa, Hegeſippns, Fuſtinus, Muſanus, Modeftns, th 

Jet, 217. two Apollonii,. Heraclies, Maxintes, and divers 
> 35. others, who though they were ever ordain'd 

to zany office inthe Church; yet wrote' Apolo- 

gies and Diſpotations in behalf of the Chriſtiah 

cligion, againſt Heathens, Hereticks, - and' the 

enemics thereof. And he alſo inſtaiices 1n Hrav- 

bins and Azgaſtin, who fell to write” betbre they 

were baptized; and in Leo the Emperonr, whole 

Homilies, Gretzer, though an angry and fierce 

FTefnite, publiſhed a while ago, giving them this 
commendation, that they were by ſo much the 

more to be eftcemed,” quo. parciora in hoe genere 
Monumenta, ab imperatoribus. profedta exiſtent ; by 

bow much the monuments of Emperors of this kind 

 arethe more rare, And what will our adverſaries 
__ _ 6 {ay to Edeſius and Frumentins, two Merchants, 
TR and'yo#ng men, that preached the. Goſpel' to the 
I1dians, nay,'to a Woman, that did the like 

among the Ihrigir, which Theodore: Biſhop of 
Crier hath infertet} in his Hiſtory, not lettirig 
fall fo. muchas'one word by way of reflection: or 
diffllowance? By theſe inſtances" it does im part 
appear what power private Chriſtians have here- 
tofore challeriged- as to' matt of teaching, 'and 

- Whit tiberty the Church&s' wherein-chey'(lived 

granted to them,” -They did not lithit thens only 

£07 Ubcrty* of afferit and obedience- fro the Do- 
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Arines of thiir Jeadiers, but they allowed ther 
hs et and _ the: things' of God: 


cial oceafions publickly ca- | 
yon Fr: te, write Treatiſes. And . 
the/Bildops dercis- far from being diſpleas'd - 
\wahir;thavrhey moved chem toit, and detenged | 
rthtwagainidthoTavils of fuchi as out- of exxour * 
ON ces inſb it; Ananſiver- hes. .. 
| Stapletin Gith, theſe were 'nire and cxpros | 
reed wr and fo not to be drawn.anto - 
et ' But! how can they be id to' be nave; 
whet! Go .were-ſo-many of them almoſt in 
every age? and: us for their 'exyraordimariteſh, ,. | ig. 
Chiter: Aaich, /Catholidi” negant | quicqnam int * . x.ſeft. 
exenplis feciſſe extis ordintm; That the Proggtunts 23. 1.5855 
_ there way” thing, extraordinary in theres 
Bit: Adtnie they were-'both- rireſand- — 
alin}! yetchis we may certainly" infer; that- 
bow en 1ike:caſes- tray take 4tpoti themy- 
{obvixes y which Yer I doubr' his -Molefy/ will 
tirdly-give way'ts. 297 2063 J's HH eto 
Add this truth for che: libarty: Gidallows 
therty as to \tedching, Were! it needfuly might; A8s 6. 3» 
forthe furthsz proof of the point ini hand, -add; Fat 
tharke-allowithem to chuſe their ſeveral:O& -D5g 
tieers,/ ad, wer there is occafion, toadriionilh Col. 4.17. 
che Cs youtiatd before )[#eaſon with _— AQs 11+ 2. 
f uponamaſſages, recommend t 4! 
their Letters ; and that likewite hoallinieting oy Zh 
IX interpoſe Withtheir Paſtors in Ecclefiattiel 14 
Cenſures, judgevof offeuders, exftout the obiti} 20nr i, . 
nate, reſtore the penitent 3 nay\,to fit iycquncil, © | 
hear,debare,c give-ſuffrage with them. All which 20x i. 


x 23. 


_ , wo . / 


| (45) 
:E might bave fpoken. of fully, but it is -done 41- 
ready by  diyers-learned- men, who' have. 'em- 

G. Bucer. ployed themſelyes-10 afferting their intereſt in 

| 2 Jer. þ RC Bn J _ andere 

 *.Blondel, NAYE 1A1 enqugh : tne Cicaring. Qtt preſent 
apoleſef. particularſand therefore ſhall: forbear to ſpeak 

3- ?- 379- any further of them. Now: to argues majors, ad 

Be jure, Þ. minxs; jt it be the pleaſure of. {306d LA 

14+ | On 

G. Voetius ſhould be allowed: a power £0. teach, write, 

Deſp. cauſ,, terpole in judicial proceedings, and exert-adts 

L.2. ſef.z, of government, which require higher ' abilities, 

6 32P- then itis ſutely ys pleaſure that they ſhould be 

Ons allowed a -power. of private judgment, which 

- May .be managed with lower abilities 3 what;can 
| be more unlikclychan that he ſhould chinkthem 
: . fitfor greater mattgrs and-not fax teſs;; alow them 
to Judgefor. others, and not for themſelves? 

_  4+:The truth: hereof does alſo appear from;the 

multitude of intruders, uſurpers, and falle- lights 

that axe. in the-world, whoabuſing the vain-ere- 
davlity. ofpeople,: lead. them ywyto nuſerable delu+ 
fious. Had all thoſe who intermeddle in Reli- 
gimil.aidue call, ſqund:principles and good :de- 
- - higns, then people. might goon. with greater 

'  cOnfidknce, aud take thungs upon; truſt on better 

© * grounds; but its fargtherwile.-\: Ever. ſince the 

© Frath fuk (hew'd it (elf, the world hath even 
ſrarm'd with Impoſiprs and. Deceivers, who 

tend /to it, with; no leſs boldneſs than ' the 

Mar.24.5; bithfulleſt rnazntaiwers of it..Many ( daith Chniſk {) 

Salltaine in my name; ſaying, Tam. Chrift. And, 


2Per, 2.1; (faith Peter ) there wert. falſe. prophets alſo among 
+ ,  _ the people, even as there ſhall be falſe teachers among 
| v5ck. %. ou... And, (faith'Febn) Even now are there many 


I 


anti» 


(47) 
'antichrifts. The devil is God's Ape; for as heat 
"his Angels, ſo the devil hath his and as he hath 
his Miniſters,” fo the devil hath his, who compaſs 
ſea and land' that they may deceive. ' Now''this 


is a proper argument to move all thoſe who 
would . not be: deceived, to prove thoſe things 
'that are delivered to them- before they 'cloſe 
with them ; witneſs that of the*Apoſtle aſt men- 
tioned, Beloved, believe not every ſpirit, but try the 
ſrits whether they are bf God; becauſe many falſe 

ophets are gone out into the world. Were there 
never a falſe: prophet in-the'*world,- then' men 
might with more ſafety lay by their jealdufie, 
draw the'Curtains aboutithem, ſhut their eyes, 
and betake 'themſclves to reft:': but white there 
are {uch legions of them attending on them; they 
may not do it, without'exp6ling 'themſt}ves to 
| apparent hazard. - OI) 4 TG 


EE TREES 


*'5. It does likewiſe appedr from che-condition - 
even of thoſe who are faithful*Paftors 4id Teaxch- 


ers; they'are- ſubject to fiiſtakes Though their 
call, principles: and deligns be better tHan- thoſe 
of the former, yet they are nbt exemptil Yom 
error: though in xegatd- of - their 'autlionity, 
abilities, expetience} holineſs, they arcfarfitter to 
teach »and 'rule tha othirs; Fet' if mult Rill be 
" remembred that they arebut ſinful men, ſubject 
to the ſamie' paſſions and2infirmitics that others 
are, and therefare muſt be attended to” with cir- 
cumſpecion-andcare.' He that ingood'tarneſt 
thinks there is on carth either ary fingle' perſon, 
or any ſociety or order of-perfons, guided'in all 
things by an 1fallble ſpirit, {o as that they may, 
mn 


even-in the judgment of the holy Ghoſt himſelf, - 


t Joh.4, 1, 


(48) 
in whatever they deliver challenge ous afleut 
and obcdience , withoue any contradiction 'or 
cenſure, ſhews he is little acquainted either with 
JR or what, hath happened in the World. 
"FEET crycs out,. lu God be true, end. every man a 
3 her: not that he deſired that cvexy. man 
be a Lyar, 'but that they indeed. are fo, and 
the World may take them to be ſo; What meer 
mortal man, was. ever bleſſed with greater light 
than, this Apoſtle ?.., who more'abounded with 
: 47 Revelations than he? and yet ( as he himſelf 
; Cor. 13. confeſles); he knew but. iz part. Thoſe who at- 
12. tain to the higheſt perfection , a ſtate of mor- 
talty; {8105 0p capable ——_ do fall far ſhort. of what 
Id be. Ag'ithe brighteſt Scars have m 
k + ſome darknefs,. and. the cleareſt dayes ſome, 
Clouds, ſo the wiſelt men have in. chem ſome 
Folly. and Exxor. \Hexejn Davenant is' free and 
peremptory. IF ( faith he ) thow leave God, and 
De Tud. c, the ofininrh m{bived Prophets, and Apoſtles, "obav 
27. p. 166. man"; ot: Society of wen, qui, non 
6 fales fs pry in dofirins. fidei tre: 
W bo, may not both tleceive; and be de- 
f 19: delivering. the, dotjrine-of Faith. And 
ple. go and give. up; themſelves to the 
;of-thole whorare! ſubject, to Error as 
| = as: they ? Were: they priviledy'd from mi- 
ke. thew they might: caſt chemſt)yes upon 
x Veraity, .and-rective their, Diates as ſo 
mayy facred. Oraclesz bug being 1t.is' far oe; 
wil they may not do it without the guilt of 
"a contidenge and, raſhne(s. 
6...Ik do's yet faxthex appear: from the lyable- 
& nay pronenels that- is in- people to be de- 


ceived. 


- 
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___ 
"ceived; Were it {o that there: were -no':falſe 
Lights in the World, -or that thblgxwho' are law- © 
falþ Teachers could | not deceive; os thatv:the 
Pebple themſelves could not) be deceived ; then 
they might-be moredecure, bir fine at'!1s other- 
'wife'as to each' -particular,-it\concerns' them'ts 
be 'more circ . Whht-8:to'be thought 
of "the! two r hath been ſhew'd+a 
and as for the latter, the Caſe/ismo le(s- pla. 
Ever ſince the Eclipſe in Edt che ifons of men 
have all along from firli to laft, lien wdarknaF; 
and:not only fo,: but they have had-in thetti'sh 
unhappy averſie(s/zo Truth/and-pronenefs t> 
vertor; There was a.time when there was a-(weet 
union betwixt the-Soul and /Pruth;-{bithat zhey 
ſem'd to lye faſt in the lincete'etribraces of each 
bther;''but. now:the: ſtream: us tuxrt'd, The re- 
ſpe& that: the : Soul heretofore: bare / to- Truth, 
it now' bears-to Error; :and the hatred that here- 
totore it' bore to-Kreor, it. now hearg'to' Trifth, 
"This was it which':made our '$wiour whewhe 
was on Earth complain, that light was come ##to Joh. 3:19] 
the World ,, and men loved dathgeſs\ rather -than 
light. '-And as.it was then; ſo ittis How. How 
much are men in love with Errot ;'and how 
little-with Truth: Truth ,: foe oryes without, 
ſhe utters ber voice in the ſtreets ,- ſhe evyes in the 
chief places of concourſe, in the opening'of the Gates, 
in the City. ſhe mtters her words) ſaying,' How long 
ye ſimple ones will ye love ſimplicity '<—= turn Joie 
at:my reproof: And it falls out to her 'asat did'ito 
'Baals Prophets, there is neither. voice, for any that 1 King 18; 
anſwers, nay any that regards ; but Error no ſooner 29. 
ſpeaks, but people run to it-and receive it. 
E Truth 


Proy x. $0« 


Jam In” 


Cant. 5.2. heatts, 


What madoes/is.46/to take, things | upup fraft, 


Tiath comes a3 A :the door of tiew 


_ my —_— they 


ou my bekg:withi the drops of hea: ayd- they 

bc ſll.making Excuſes, and ſaying; Lheve fries 
EE Irene 
'» WoW! K no 

ſnce knacks' lat they: open: St and ltt'it io. 
ordinanly;\do's [Fruth. that: was ouct-fo 

gear unto [the foul Rand by defpiſed and rejefted, 
While Error 5 .totertamed-and embraced ! How 

familiarly.do.Psople take wp Erxor into; the bed 
of Fruth,;anfltþexe moſt yupworthily: ſuffex it. to 
raviſh them and left them, to the high provo- il = 

king of. ej: Chriſt, who: hath firidtly. charged | 
4ben to-xeepithoryſelves nnfpatteid from the World! 
Now fince,men are thus: prone. to be decrayed, 


wxhoye rhaking tryall-of them-i? What isit cb 
than} tempting of. Gal to forſake them, and x 
profittuting):thanklves to the pleaſure of every 
Seducer ?-.. ; 

. 7. For the. people to take things froth their 
Teachers ypen, tut, withont any prov .is-to 
give them, more reſpe&t thanis due to them; 
Ic is no lefs than. eo fer them in the xoom'c 
God', make, them- Lords of their Faith, found 
their Religion upon their Authority, and ſo rem 
der themiclvcs the meer ſervants of men, which 
the. Holy. Gholbdo's every. where declare —_— 
and;coudemn, | as prejudicial to/his 
their-own neceſſary liberty. Thare tows was nor 

of the Apoliles as preach'd up the authors 
ach honour ' of - Miſters more than . Paul, ya 
wouk 
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or 
I ; oe Are far _ whater on them any-{ych 
, that he do's in Rs pr ys ed ET VA lay- 
(8, Be ye wot the ſerugats of men. AS 
ers"to challenge an arbitrary, loxdly power 
over people, ſa-ke torbids people if they through 
ide and arrogance do challenge it, to yield it. to 
ther. Though he .will have them. to reverence 
and encoutage thern, asthey are the Adeſſotgers of 
God, & fuch as 0 watch for their ſouls, yet he will 
not. have them to look upon them as infallible, 
or take all upon their word. To be; believed 
mecrly upon-the credit of his own Word; is pe- 
culiar to Gad himſelf, and may not be given to 
any of his Creatures how excellent ſoeyer, with- 
out manifeſt alienation of his right, which by all 
means muſt be maintain'd and kept inviolable. 
When we haye to deal with God; our Enqui- 
ry muſt not be whether that be- true; which he 
faith, but whether it be he that faich it, being af- 
{ured if he Gay it, it cannot but be trae, But 
when we have to do with men, we ate to pro- 
. ceed far otherwiſe; 'our enquiry then muſt not 
only be, whether it be Man that faith it, but 
whether. that be true which he ſaith; as know- 
ing from the conſideration of his Nature it may 
be otherwiſe. God being Truth it ſelf, his bare 
word is ſufficient evidence and ſecurity u the 
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but it is not ſo with man: he is not only a 
Creature, but a lapſed and degenerate Creature, 
llibje& to' Error, —_ thezefore we muſt receive 
his DiRates and Precepes with ſuſpicion, —_ 


E 3 


bo | 


-_ 


watts agot behave Fopete1 to Til upazir Faith 
er they ſhall deli- 


moſt arduous and difficult Caſcs whatſoever ; 


Mi- x Cor. 9. 
23s 


- 


| +0003 | 

with them no further than he makes it to 

appear they / are conformable to the * Divine 
© 01) ee | 

- . '$. God hath furniſhed them with various 

*.- / priviledges-and helps, whereby he hath qualified 

o7- and fitted them for the work. a « 

1. He hath given them his Wotd as a certain 

Rule and 'Mealure to' dire&t and guide them, 

that ſo they: may not make a falſe Judgement, 

but ſach'as is according to Truth. That the 

Scripture; and the reading thereof, do's belong 

to the people, Chamier, Whitaker, and other Pro- 

teſtant” Writers have ' copiouſly and unanſ{we- 

rably proved.' Aud to what end ſhould they 

either have it, or read it, unle{s'they be allowed 

to judge-of the ſenſe of it,” and the DoQrines of 

their Teachers by it ? _ God do's not- deliver it 

into the hands of any, to Jay it by them as a thin 

of no uſe, 'or wherein they 'are hot concen? 

but that they' ſhould acquaimt” themſelves with 

it, andfrarne their wayes and doings according 

fo it. -- The' reaſon 'whercfore he puts 1t "into 

the ,hands of Magiſtrates, Miniſters, People, is 

that-they may each of them thereby come to 

know'thei duty, and perform it. The reaſon 

ſoſh.r,s, Wherefore he would have Foſrnrah to meditate 

FY 11 it; was that he might obſerve to do accors : | 

ding to all that was written therem. And the I 
x Tim. 3, reaſon wherefore he would have Timothy to 

14-15- be converſant in it , was that he might know, il * 
how to behave himſelf in the houſe of God. Iii like 
manner. the reaſon wherefore he would have 
the Bereans: to ſearchit, was that they might fee 
whether the things delivered by their Paſtors 
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ARs 17, 
Il, 


,nently performed in the New, . pouring torth his 


: ' 


(53) | 
were ſo. And it is not reaſonable. to think, that + 
God, who is the wiſe, righteous and merciful 
Governour of the world, ſhould give Laws to 
men tolive by, and yet. ſhould not allow them 
power and hberty, as to their own private uſe 
and practice, to judge of the ſenſe of them, and 
what is agreeable to them, and what 1s not. 

2. He hath indued them with reaſon, judge= 
ment, wildom, and ſuch like accompliſhments, 
whereby he hath competently enabled them to 
doit. There are two things neceſſary to the 
begetting of faith 3 an outward zotifi:ation, or de- 
claration of the DoGtrin to be believed 3 and an 
inward ilumination and perſuaſion of the mind, 
to ſee the evidence and truth thereof, and to 
cloſe with. it and embrace it. | The former he 
vouchſafes in his Word, the latter he works by © + 
his Spirit z and. the faithful having theſe two, 
they have alLthings neceſſary to this judgment, 
That they have the former, appears by what I 
have alledg'd already, and that they have the 
latter is no leſs maniteſt. God hath promiſed - 
his Church, that he wgll zeach her children; and 12-54-13, 
that he will pt his law in their inward parts, and J*+ 31. 
write it in their bearts, inforuch that .theyſhal} 332 3+: 
teach' no more every man his neighbour, and 
man his brother, ſaying, Know the Lord, for they 
ſhall all know him, from the leaſt of them unto the 
greateſt of them. And what he thus graciouſly 
promiſed in the Old Teſtament, he hath- emi- 


Spirit an luch aplentitul manner upon his people, 

that according to his own age they have 

ſenſes exerciſed to diſcern both good and evil, nay, Heb. 5.14: 
E 3 they | 


% Job. 2, 
20z 27». 


Syn'ag [.1. 
C.7.9. 316. 


(34) 

they have- ſuch «7 unit, that they know alt 
things, and need not that any man teach them, but 
as the ſame annointing teacheth them. Which yet 
the Apoſtle ſpeaksnot, as-if thoſe he wrote to 
knew all things,in a ſti andproper fenſe,for that 
is God's prerogative z or that they really knew 
ſo much, that they needed no teaching at all, for 
then to what purpoſe did he ſend to them this 
Epiſtle-? but that they knew all the principles 
and grounds of Religion, and all things that were 
abſolutely neceſſary for them to know, ( eſpe- 
cially as to that buſineſs he wrote to them about) 
fo that the work of their Teachers was rather 
to exhort them to perſeverance, and build- them 
up higher in the Truths they knew, than ac- 
quaint them with new ones. And it is well 
known, which Ld. Crocins tells us, that even 
among, private Chriſtians, there have been ſome, 
who by prayer, and the diligent reading and me- 
ditativg of the Scripture, have obtain'd the gift 
of interpretation and trial of ſpirits, ampliori 


menſurs quam nonnulli paſtores, in a larger meaſure 


than ſome paſtors, Not to@urn back b far as the 
times of the Antients, which yet yielded great 
plenty of eminent men ofprivate capacity, what 
will our adverſaries {ay to. Lawrentins Valla, the 
two Earls of Mirandula, Capnio, Fagius, Eraſ- 
mes, Faber, Mercer, both the Scaligers, Druſms, 
Caſanbor, Tilemis , -Grotins, Heinſius, Selden , 


\ Salmaſms , Phadds, and divers others of la- 


ter titnes, who though they never entred into, 


holy Orders yet were nicnof ſuch high abilitics, 


that their names are farnous thronghout a great 
part of the Chriftian world ? And to what - 
cs 
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x Cor.sz, 


12, 
Phil, 1.10, 


{om. in 
Ph.1.r. 19, 


alt | does God' beſtow 'all-chis light -ahd wiſdom on 
»t || private perſons,''that it ſhould lie. by them as a . 
et thing ofno uſe 2 - no, but that they, may thereby, 
to F aghe himſelf ſhews, know the things that are freely 
at & viven them of Gol, and approve things that are 
W i excellent. As Nature docs nothing in vain, {0 
or | neither do's God, ! When he delivers Talents unto 
1S I his: ſeryants, it is not. that they ſhould in 
& | them up, but that: they ſhoule, as bis Factors 
re | by negotiation, improve them for hun. Zanchivs 
e- If ſpeaks an undoubted truth when he Gaith, -- Dang 
t) ff Dei in ſand non ſunt otioſa, The gifts of Gad.in 
TH bis ſaints are not to 119 purpoſe. - When he be- 
n | tows them upor, them, 1t 15 -not that they ſhould 
- E tet them lic idle by them, or convert them to 2 
ll ivate uſe, but that they ſhould lay them out 
n bh him in the ſervices proper to them. This he 
© takes to be ſo reaſonable, that upon his con- 
= ferring abilitics upon them, he expeRs that they 
t ſhould, without looking for any particular com- 
1 miſſhon, imme4dutely fall to work, and improve 
el chemfor him, We need not then go far for ar- 
ef guments tocvince the peoples power of judging 
tH ofdottrins; their qualincations frew it was in- 
tY tended they ſhould do it. A5 the ſhape of Anax- 
* aporas his body ſhew'd he was made mes 2lws 


lwgiar 74 1212, to contemplate the San, (© the abt- 
lities wherewith God hath fitted them for* this 
judgment, ſhews he intended them the hbetty 
of it. The very conſtitution'and frame of things, 
does commonly declare and expreſs their work, 
and othce. The figure of a Bowl ſhews it was raade 
tor circular motion 3 that of an Arrow {hew$-1t 


was made torflight. Iu like manner the faculties: 


E 4 and 


456) 
arid 4bilitics wherewith God "hath induced! the, 
People, ſhew- he" never intended they ſhould be 
goyern'd like: beaſts, or ſtones, but as creatures; 
that have power of judging betwixt good and. 

evil. | 
<9. If it be the duty of the people to cloſe with, 
the-doQtrines and anno ry their Teachers, 
upon a'meer imphcit faith, without making proof 
ot them, ' then . it is ſometimes their duty to 
cloſe with that which* is unlawful and finful,: to 
omit what God hath required, and commut: 
what: he hath. forbidden 3 nay, to deny him, 
worſhip idok, and give up themſelves to all 
manner of wickedneſs, which to maintain 1s: 
impiety ſo groſs, that one would think, none 
who belicve the Scriptures ſhould b2 guilty - of 
it" And yctI ge not how thoſe, who are for the 
torexmentioned implicit faith, can avoid it. Per- 
haps they'l ſay, when they plcad for peoples 
obeying the diates of their teachers, without 
any examining.them, they mean onely in lawful 
things. As long as they command lawtul things, 
they muſt obey them, but when they do others 
. wiſe, they muſt not. But this is a miſcrablg 
ſubterfuge;, tor how: without examination ſhall 
they do to know, whether the things they enjoyn 
them be lawful 'or not lawful? Their Teachers 
will have them ſubſcribe to ſuch and ſuch points, 
and practi'e ſuch and ſuch obſervations 3 if they: 
are lawful, they muſt do them; if otherwiſe, 
they'muſt not. '* Now how ( as I ſaid  ) without 
examination ſhall they know whether they be 
lawful or not ' lawful, whether \they may be 
don= or -not done? There is no way but two; 
| cither 
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ether -they.-muſt take them upon-the , word: of 
their Teachers, - or -not 3* if not, then they muſt 


neceſarily-exatpine, which is the thing contended - 


fory if they muſt, then, I ay, they muſt ( ſome- 
times at leaſt ) neceſſarily fin, which yet 15 alto- 
gether indiſpenſable and unwarrantable. 

...20. If it were the pleaſure of God, that peo- 
ple-thould: embrace and ſabmit_ to the doErins 
and precepts - of their Leaders, without any exa- 
mination or doubting, then he. would. certainly 
excuſe them, if they ſhould © thereby fall mto 
error and profaneneſs. For it may not conliſt 
with his juſtice to require them, without any 
examination . or doubting, to* follow the guid- 
ance of their Leaders, and then be diſpleaſed 
with them for ſo doing 3 this were no leis than 
to;-render them evil tor good, and puniſh them 
for doing their duties. But he will be ſo far from 
excuſing them, if upon their embracing and ſub- 
mitting to the doctrins and precepts of thei 

Leaders, without examination or doubting, they 
fall into error and profaneneſs, that he wall call 
them to an account, and puniſh them ſeverely 
tor-it. Their obedience unto men ſhall not ex- 


cuſe their diſobedience unto him, Tarmerns in- [ollequ. 
deed, according to his wonted orthodoxneſs and Ratif. 
- madeſty, that he may the better perſuade and Sth 9- 


encourage the le to follow their Teachers 
whither they leaks to lead them, affirms the 
clean contrary 3' but they had beſt take heed how 
they truſt to ſuch dodrin. ' As he will puniſh 
their Teacheys for leading them into fin, ſo he 


will puniſh them for following them - into.it. Mar. 5. 
14. 


According to that of our Saviour, If the blind 
| lead 


p__ 


Ezck. 14. 
10, 


Num.ay, 


Mar. 16.6. 


Jer. 23.16, 


(5) | 
had the blind, both ſhdl fall imo the ditch. ' Be will 
poi .both the one and the other ; the one for 


ing, the othet for following 3* the one for:: | - 


dectiving, the other for being deceived. He will : 
not onely puniſh the decetving Propher, but him 
likewiſe that is deceivgd by him. They ſhalt bear 
( faith he ) the puniſhment of their iniquity, the pu- 
niſhment of the prophet ſrall be even as the proniſh<" 
ment of him that ſeecheth nnto him : thit is, both 
the one and the other ſhall be guilty, and uridef- 
o the penalty juſtice ſhall afſign' them for the 
arme. Zimri ſhall not excuſe Covh3, nor Corbi: 
Zimri, but they ſhall both dic together, And'it 
is a rightcous thing with God, when people out 
of a flaviſh wilful credulity follow their Leaders 
mto by-paths, to make them ſmart for it, and 
that for this reaſon, becauſe he hath made ſufk- 
cient provition to.ſecure them againſt it. He hath 
told them, that notwithſtanding their high office 
m the Church, yet they have in them ſome dark- 
neſs, arc liable to error, and upon that account 
hath warned them to hear them with cautiou, 
and to beware of being deccived by them. | Take 
bed ( faith Chriſt ) and beware of the leven of 'the- 
Phariſees and of the Satdnces. And he is ſofar from- 
tying them up to'their ps, that he do's in exprefs 
termscharge them, when they require unlawfal 
things to drfobey then, Hearkyn not ( ſaith he ) 
wnto the words of the prophets that propheſie unto you. 
And that 'they miay know what things are law- 
ful,” and what are not lawful, he hath; as T hive 
ſhewed, dehivere&his Word to them, cormmand- 
ingthem to read and ſtudy it : and'for their bet 
ter underſtanding of it, he hath given them @ 
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competent meaſure of his Spirit, ſtrifly charg- 


ing them to keep to it, and not fiffer themſelves 


- ro be drawn away froth it by any*miducemnents 


or temptations whatſoever. Nowy if after all this 
they will yet, ſhut their eyes, inflave themſelves 


to their Leaders, / and follow them into finful 


courſes, who will not look upon them as wor- 
thy to ſuffer ? I may ſay to them m this caſe, as 
David did to Saxl's ſouldiers, As the Lord hveth, 


- ye are worthy.to die, | 


13. K they muſt ſubmit to the diftates and 
precepts of their Leaders, meerly upon their au- 
thority, without any examination or tryal, then 
they muſt, as ta the matter of obedience, give as 
much honour to them as to God himſclt. For 
when he 1s pleaſed to give forth his Laws, what 
greater honour can they give him, as to the 
yielding of obedience, than do what he enjoyns, 
meerly upon his authority, without enquiring 
after any other reaſon to authorize or oblige 
toit? And therefore I fay, if they muſt ſib- 
mit to what is delivered by their Teachers, 
meerly upon their authority, without any exa- 
mination or trial, they muſt in- reſpe& of che 


abſoluteneſs of their obedience, © give as much. 


honour to them as to him. Now: this he will 
not allow ; for in all thoſe duties we are to per- 
form, whuch are common to men ( as the objes 
thereof ) with him, he till reſerves to limſtlf a 
peculiar prehemitence, which- we may neithet 
with-hold nor dimmiſh without denying him 
his undoubfed right. - As to-inſtance m faith; 
we muft believe both God and-men, but with 
this difference; that we muſt aſſent to _ - 
, it 


1 Sam, 36, 
16, 
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(60) 
Gith fimpliezter,, mecrly, upon the credit of his 
own Word :. but we muſt..afſeut to what they 
fay, only, ſecrmdzm quid, or 1o far as it 1s agree- 
able to what is delivered by him. . In like man- 
ner 'we.muſt obey both him and men, but with 
this difference, that we muſt obey him abſolutely 
{o far 25 he commands, but them with a reſerve, 
that 1s, only ſo far as what: they command, 1s 
agreeable to what is. commanded by him. 
Thcſe are the bounds of the. honour he allows |. 
us to give to. men, and if we go any barther, 
we render. them more than belongs to them, 
which we cannot do, but we ſhall intrench 
upon his right, and go again the Scripture, 
_ forbids us to give. His glory \to apr- 
#2er, 4 ' 
I2. The faithfull ſervants of God, out of the 
zeal they have born to the Truth and their own 
ſafety, have all-along from tuft to laſt, exerci- 
{ed a ,power of private diſcretion'in matters of 
Religion, and that without any. diſallowance or 
contradiGion, fave what they have met with 
from the apen-Encmies of the Truth. Though 
the perſons:they have .had to deal with , have 
been never ſo eminent either in Church or State; 
either for their ,authority or abilities, yet have 
they not captivated their Judgements to them, 
but have freely and boldly taken their DoArines 
and  Precepts under examination , , and tryed 
them by the Rule; and ſofar as theF have found 
them anſ{werable fo it, they have embraced them, 
and (©, far as they have found them repugnant, 
they have rejeRed them, And whules they did 
thus, they judg'd they did yo moxe, than whe 
| 1 


- 


(On 27 IE 

*did 25 well conſiſt, with the reſpeR and duty 
they owed to them who. were*over them, as 
tend to their own neceſſary ſafety. When the 
'King of Egypt required the Midwives to Kill 
the male children, and when Saul commanded 
his Souldiers to ſlay the Priefts 3 and when Abb 
will'd Naboth to let him have his Vineyard; 
and when Nebuchadnezzar enjoyued the three 
Children to worſhip his Image ; atid When' Da- 
rius forbad Daniel to pray to. bis | Ged z and 
when the Scribes atid Phariſees urged the Diſci- 
ples to waſh bands before Meat, and when the 
Fews forbad the Apoſtles to preach Chriſt ; they 
all excrciſed this judgement , doing, not what 
was required, biit what they in their own pri: 
"vate apprehenfions and per{ſwaſions took to he 
their duty. And when Paul and S3las preached the 
Goſpel to the Bereans,they took their DoUrine to 
' the Scriptures, and tryed it thereby. They did 
not like a company of blinde, credulousZealots, 


Exo.1,16. 


1 Sam. 22, 
, I7. 
x Kings 

21, 3. 


Dan.3.18. 
6.10, 


Mat.rg5.2. 


AAQs 4.19, 


AR 17.11. 


immediately receive it upon their recommen. _. 


dation, without' any more ado, but like wiſe 
and ſober men, that delixed Truth rather than 
Noyelty , they brought it to the Touchſtone, 
and made proof of it thereby.” 'And this the Hp- 
ly Ghoſt was ſo far from diſliking that he com; 
mends them for it, nay 'beſtows upon thern 'a 
title of ſpecial honour, which' he hath inſerted 
in their ſtory, to be read in all the Churches 
to their perpetual praiſe. And after this manner 
the Saints and Martyrs behaved. themſelves in 
after ages. They cloſed not. with things upon 
the credit of-thoſe who delivered them to them, 
how eminent ſoever they were, but according 
to 


(629 
tothe liberty,allowed them by the great Prop 
and Lap-grver, they took them under 2b. ins 
tion, and theu judg'd of them and received 
Fon according. to what they thereby tound 
them, __. | | ' 
wy. 3 That CofRang may and ought to uſe 
2 u _—_ ment of private; diſcretion, im enquiring 

into thoſe things which are offered to them, for 


' their own information and ſatisfaRtion, do's ap- 


pear from the teſtimony of the Lntiexts, who 
7 Tenia wh Writings plainly, and fully given 

heir judgements concerning it. I know Truth, 
and eſpecially fuch as that is we have now be- 
fore us, ſhines with its own beams, and needs 
no teſtimony4rom men, yet becauſe our adver- 
laries in this,” as well as in other caſes, uſe tg 
charge us with ſingularity and novelty, I ſhall 
alittle enquire into what they have aid in this 

articular. And I ſhall begin with Clemens of 
Alexandria,; a man of polite and exquiſite learn- 
mg, who ſpeaking on the preſent Theme, faith, 


Strom. 1.7. Nexpriucy Th karting bicght » x41 xvgiuTdTÞ Ao” 


y17}43" 73 d>wdis Gas 6s gouopire, We muſt diſtin- 
The] ſerigus meditation, and diligent reaſoning, 
gt from that which appears to he (0. And 
a little after, ſpeaking of the manner of the 
Chriſtians of lus times, he adds, We believe not 
wen abſolutely affirming , to whom it is lawful to 
affirm the contrary. It is not ſufficient for them ab- 
ſabvitely zo ſay that which ſeems good to them, but 
it beboyer them to prove that which they ſay. Neither 
do we expett the teſtimony which is given of men, 
but we prove that which is enquired after, by the 
voxce of the Lord. According to him then, there 

is 


( 63") 
36/Q0t 'any' mortal man of ſuch credit, as thit 
we. ſhould -prefently by a blinde , Pythagorean 
Faith aſſerit to what he delivers, but we muſt 
all upon-hig tor proof, and that out of the 
'Holy mms and even then when he hath 
-productd- it, we muſt nor preſently ſubmit, un- 

:rill that iby ſerious-confideration and diligent 
\xcealoming,'we: have diſtingujſhed: Truth from 

Error. Aud hence it was that Origen who was Hom. 2, is 
his Schoker, adviſed his Hearers, Diligemtly to'at- Exek. 
#end,} and receive the grace of the Spirit, from whone 

proeeedeth the diſcerning of ſpirits, that fo as good 

bankers they might obſerve when be taught Erroy, 

and 'yhen that which is pious and true. He 

would not have them to take all he delivered 

upon his Word, but as thoſe that were both 
umpowred, and qualified for the trying of Spi- 

Tits, to uſe theiz: own reaſon, and thereby ob- 

ſerve when he was in the right, and 'when in 

the wrong. Aud herewith agrees thatof Latian- rafir.1.s. 
tins; Þ behoves ( 1aith he ) that'in that wherein c. 3, 

the veaſin' of life conſiſts, every man ſhould. rather 

truſt himſelf; and reſt on his on. judgement, and 

bis own: ſenſes, in finding out and weighing of the 

Truth, than going upon truſt, (ag one deſtitatte of 

reaſon) be deceived by the errors of others. Where- 

fore ſince it is innate to all to be wiſe, that is, to 

ſeek, the Truth, thoſe bereave themſelves of wiſdom, 

that without judgement approve of the inventions 

of their Anceſtors, Et more petudum, and after the 

manner of Beaſts are lead by others. Tn the bu- 

{ineſs of Salvation he would have: people to be 

ferious, and: to employ themſelves in the ftudy 

of Truth; and becauſe men are ſubje& to Error, 

he 


Catech. 4« 


[.7.ep. 47. 


| fall ſimply "deliver, unleſt thou. ſhals find. the 


: (64) 

-hethinks it not fafe for them to rely upon them; 
and ſhews, that in his apprehenſion it is no better 
"than toad like thoſe that are deflitute of reaſon, 
nay, to turn themſelves-into beaſts, and therefore 
he-'will have: them to uſe their own judgmait 
and ſenſes, and to reft on them, - And/ anſwerable 
hereunto 1s that of. Cyril Biſhop of Ferwſalens; 
Bekeeve | me not  ( faith he ): in, whatſoever 7 


things which T ſhall ſpeak demunſtrated,-\ iz T#» 
PuGy- ypage®, out 'of the divine Scriptures 3 for 
the ſafety of faith. -depends not on the eloquence 
of language, ' but on the. proofs that art brought 
ont of the divine Scriptures. In which words 
he-expreſly diſſuades us - from taking things 
upon truſt ; and he renders a' ſubſtantial rea» 
{or for it, which: is, that the eſtabliſhment of 
faith- hangs not upon. the pritences or flou- 
riſhes of men, but upou \ we Word of God, 
by which: we muſt ſee every thing confirmed 
ere -We give entertainment to it. And Am- 
braſe Biſhop of Millan, was ſo far from being 
againſt this liberty , that he declares himſelf 
pleaſed with.ſuch as made uſe of it. Ego bene- 
ficio. armemero, &c. I take it for a favonr (faith 
he )-when any on? that readeth my Writings , 
giveth' me account of what dowbts* be. there meeteth 
with, firſt, becauſe 1 may be deceived in' thoſe very 
things which 1 know. And beſides, many things 
eſcape ws ; .and ſome things ſinnd otherwiſe to ſome, 
than perbaps they do to me. He knew himſelf 
ſubjx& to Errors and Miſtakes, and therefore he 


would have ſuch. as ſhould read--his-Writingg, 


to. uſe their own Judgement , and: when they 
met 
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met with auy thing they doubted of, to make 
their | Exceptions, - which he protefſes he ſhould: 
be {© far fromilooking upon as any. kind of arro- 
gancy, that he ſhould take itas a kmdneſs: And 


Ferom, writing of the Religious Marcella, faith, Priem. in 
When Iwas at Rome ſhe never met me ſo haſtily, but - ad 
| at, { 


ſhe ſtill 2ched me ſomething concerning the Scriptures ; 
neither did ſhe; after the manner of the Pychagore- 
ans, think ; whatſoever I anſwer'd was right : netther 
did anthority without reaſon ſatisfie her, ſed exami<- 
riabat omnia, &' ſagaci mente umverſa penſabat : 
but ſhe examined all, and with a hilful mind 
weighed every thing, jo that 1 took my ſelf rather to 
have a judge of her than a learner. Though he were 
a man fo eminent for his learning and piety, yet 
fach was her diſcreet and holy caution; that ſhe 
would not take things on the credit of his word; 
but fate her (elf; as-1t were, in judgment upon 
them, examined and weighed them 3 and he 
knowing it to be no more than her juſt and ne- 
ceſlary liberty, allowed her m it, nay, commend- 
ed her far it. Hereunto likewiſe belongs that of 


Auguſtin Biſhop of Hippo I 


Il faith he) im- Pe Vnir. 


pute it to my felf, if xpon the Pords of men, I yield eccl,c,10. - 


to Error, and be ſeduced from the flock of Chriſt, 
eſpecially fince he hath admoniſhed me, ſaying , My 
ſheep bear my voice, and follow me. Let no man ſay 
to me, O what doth Donatus ſay, 'or what. doth 
Parmenianus, or Pontius , or: ny other of them, 
quia nec Catholicis Epiſcopis cor-ſentiendum eſt, be- 
canſe we miſt 110t conſent to the cathnlick Biſhops 
themſelves; if at any time it happen they be deceived- 
Jo as to bold any thing againſt the divine Scriptures. 
Wherein he reaches, that firict Chrift hath called 

F us 
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xd to 20008 his \y we muſt not bouts ye 6 
t upon the. 10uS Pagtences 21aIT 
words of any, we ſhould do /it, we ſhould 
be without excuſe ; that the moſt Catholick 
and Orthodox Biſhops are lyable to miſtakes 3 
and that therefore we muſt not take what 
they or others ſay for Truth, till we have firſt 
try'd it by the Word , wherein the Voice of 
Chil ſounds, and found it conſonant there- 
unto. To theſe teſtimonies I ſhall only add that 
of Chryſoftom , who deſcanting on thoſe words 
of our Saviour, When ye ſhall ſee the Abomination 
of Deſolation, &c, thus delivers himſelf : When 
ye ſhall ſee impious bereſie, which is the hoſt of Anti- 
chriſt, ing in the holy places of the Church, 
then, let thoſe which are in Judea flee to the motan- 
tains : that is, let, thoſe which are Chriſtians be- 
take themſelves to the Scriptures. But wherefore 
do's be command all Chriſtians to betake themſelves 
to the Scriptures ? becauſe in this time wherein 
bereſie hath prevailed upon the Churches, there can 
neither - be any proof of true Chriſtianity, nor any 
other refuge of yo te willing to know the truth 
of Faith, bat the Frvine Scriptures. Before time 
it was manifeſted divers wayes which was the 
Church of Chrift, and which was Gentiliſm, but 
now it 1s known no way but by the Scriptures. 
The people then in time of prevailing hereſie, 
muſt not ſtand waiting upon the lips of their 
Teachers, but muſt betake themſelves to the 
Scriptures, which they are to look upon as their 


refuge, and make uſe of. as the only ſure Come: 


paſs, they have atTuch a-time to ſteer their 
courſe by. Were I minded to add more teſti- 
ed monies 
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moniics of this: nature, um Ratirhonenſt, 
of Deveriant , ty Gratian', to trouble'no bet- 


t& fiiends, would plentifully fapply ie ; but I 


ppoſe it is needles. Fhoſ& T have = { 
. ; et may ſuffice to ſhew you the diffs 


renee betwixt the language of the godly Paſtors 
of the 4ncient Church, and the preſent” 'Maficrs 
of the Rowan Synagogue, The former teach, 
that the people in matters of Religion muſt ſe- 
riouſly cxamme and dilgently confider things ; 
the latter ſay, they muſt not Rand to examine or 
conſider, but muſt without any more ado affent 
and 'obsy. The former ſay, they muſt not believe 
their Teachers any further than the reaſons t 
bring along with them ſerve 'to convince: 
perſwade them 3 the latter ſay, they muſt believe 
them upon their bare word, without any reaſon 
at all. The former ſay, they muſt uſe their own 
reaſon ; and that ating otherwiſe they play the 
beaſts; the latter ſay,they muſt not uſe it, but be- 
lieve. The former fay, the word of men, how 
wile or holy foever they are, is no bottom 
for their Faith ; the Latter (ay, it is ſufficient, The 
former commend ſuch for their diſcretion as re- 
faſe to' take up with the words of their Teach- 
ers when they carry not reaſon along with them 3 
the latter cenſure and condemn them for ſo do- 
ing, 2s guilty of no leſs than incredulity and per- 
verines. The former teach, that they muſt not 
regard what men ſay, but what the Scriptures 
fay z the letter, that they muſt not enqufire what 
the Scriptures ſay, but what they ſay. The 
former teach, that the Scxjptures are their only 
Refuge and Security y' the Tarrer, chat the _ 
| F 2 | 
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than Herelie. nd .contuſion.; And now 1 =_ 
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of. them. 13” Exous z and tends to no other 


to all perſons chat haye the leaſt grain of 
.menf and. ſincerity , whether the, Ancients are 
for. us. or our adverſaries ; whether they are. for 
the peoples trying the DoQtrines of their Teachers 
.oragainlt 1t., , He that hath theface to gainſay 
(uch clear. teſtimonies as theſe, ſhall by my con» 
ſent,, as an obftinate enemy to.'truth and evi- 
dence, . be left to diſpute with- himſelf, whether 
he. be.in his wits or n0. 

.. 13. iThe,caſe-is fo plain, that divers. of the 
more. grave, aud. ſobcr fort of the Tapeta them- 
ſelves, concuzre. with us, and plead for a power 
1 the people ty judge of -Dotrines as well as 
Wei. Thol; of latter tuncs:judging it inconſiſtent 
with the honour of their Clergy and the fatery* 
of. their Relrgion, which they maintam by keep- 
ng their. pcople.m ignorance, axe utterly againſt 
itz: but divers hat lived in the ages palt, before 
the myljery, of; Iniquity attain'd to its full Ra» 
ture, axe percmptory tor. it, as a certain right be- 
longing to them, without which they can neither 
a} like, xcalonable creatures, nor make due pro» 
vition for their own happineſs. - I ſhall inſtance 
in..ome tew z, and begin with Aquinas, the. an- 
gelich goers whoſe Judgement, amongſt thoſe 
agawt whom. I.now diſpute 1s (to ufe the words 
of . the Holy: Ghoſt touching . the Counſel of 
Abitbop ) as if a man ſhould enguire-at the Oracle 
of God. ,,.Every one (faith he.) is: bound to examine 
his own attions, by the knowledge be hath of God, 
whether it be natural, acquired, - or infuſed : Omnis 
mim bone deles. ſecundum rationem agere, for every 
man 
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man ought to do atcording to- reaſon. 'whitdhy 
'7t” appears that' notwithſtanding his zeal and 
devotion to the See of Romr., yet he thought 
that" every man ſhould make proof of his 'own 
erformances of what nature, focver they. are, 


'whether' enjoyn'd by Superiours or, taken up of 


his own 'free choice, ere hc ſet upon them,” aud 
that to procced otherwiſe, is contraty to realoy. 
To him I ſhall add the famohs Picws, Earl of 
Mirardnla, the Mirror of his time and Nitto, 
F (faith he) dowbtinns do ariſe whith of the Aifferin 
purties do's: more peſt ppont Evantelical' Verity a the 
ſentence mult by 'no means be. FF: * hiciptant 


bat the Trith that commits it ſelf” 70. the mines of 


the faithfull, is'th be expeficd, Nbfato rom 2 
poiſed 5 ons pr. the ne Mp F #2 
empeated for the' diſcernms of © by | nd the 20 
Seriptures to be chnſahted. *Xpa J's 'f full apa 
the>Popiſh- pnpfii faith ; Hat T 50dld with, 
were' engraven on-al the doors bs jw, rs Ig 
Rope; thatſo they: night hr {ce "ch hn 


was born - brought" tp, ard 16, nn A 

amongſt them, hath given' his teſtimony a 

thens,” He woul@ riot! Jaye PE nl 
as tOtake things tpoi t truſt, br it bb weigh then, 
m-eh&ballance of 'their own p ate fggements, 
pray'to God for direction, ſr the Scriptures, 
and 'then give" (Shtence accotAing. thereunto. 


| Bo fide &þ 
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Ltd, Vives 1s of the Gme minde*: * Diligence and. ng Fri 
enquiry ({aith he Yawith ty the finding out of Trath, ' fit. 2:3, ) 
but florhfullneſs - and negligence bring. forth Error. Þ: 457: 


If yowneither enquire nor ſearch copicetnng any mat- 
ter, you will eaſily be deceived, but if you ok and, 


enquire into the canſe Sand reaſons, eritas ſeſe ſe pro- 
F 3 feret, 


\ 


Prefat. in 


gee. [3b. 
extent, 


2. 2: 3+ p. the 
218, 


1s verb. 
ſerupulus, 


5s a thi 


ck . and 


foe, the truth 
arcful and 


"afid reaſons of . 
cover and der yet out the truth; 
credulous flothfulneſs, that will rather 
with any thing than be at the painsof rxial;, 
to nothing buterxors and miſtakes. And indeed 1 * 


{o obvious, that had not men. almoſt 
xenounc'd their reaſon, it would: be yeedlals.to 
. produce teſtimonies to. evince it. 


Agrippa is - very plain and full, Je ought (faith 
he) foe 


& hone 


(7) 


ill ſrew 3t ſelf. . His opinion. is, that 
t Fury wto the 
ready way t0.dil- 
pong a 


15 the 


xemine all the diſciplines of ſciences, and all 
by the word & God, as the Lydius Lapis 
toxchftone thereof, and in all things flee undo it, 
ey ad f Stfmen petram, as unto a moſt ſitre 


ly judge of all opinions and ways. 
He ae th it _ ate for us to cloſe with Genoa 


and opinions.as ſoon as they are offercd to 


upon the firſt view we take of them, a5 moſtgin 
would Re us to p 9 OF and. try ,thera; 
eo we mult do. it,.js 


but he 


And the tou; ch-ſtone whe 


the Word: of 


deceitful x 


Word, and. t 
Beg the: « 


Ln 


3 wemu 


humane authivity, incidit i 
of ſd. t. ks, ages: 


purpole, 


Ha gps 


vr he wi 


foly. And 


To go aboxt ( rotwiown to by 
prives men of he gh is to make him nomore a 
And if we ask Silveſter the Inqui= 


lus, that to interpret the precepts 
of 


& not try theme Þy 
| carnal reaſon, humane authority, or any -fuch 
but we muſt, take them tothe 
t,. and by it ſolely, as 
our faith: hath-ito reſt 
. Durand ſpcaks not without ſomegndig+ 
» (56S » He that captivates ( faith he ) his reaſito 


tent iam 
arron {peaks 


grounds 


Carpelizes 


RATS Seton ewe Soda dboffrromu. A B.&AX > > Þ.. « / 


of men by 4 judgmens of diſa ein in the court of 
- eorifcience, pertinet- a1 quemliber ' pro falto ſito, 


-and convenient,'or ns, Now do but obſerve what | 


the ſteps of the- ancients, - fay, that the pco 


(71) 


s to. every one for his own' prattice. to 
you' with no-more, this was one thing 
that Paxhkes Uenetns Fulgentins, and the other rye. de 
Venetian Divines, Rood upon, That every man Interdift, 
might and ought to diſcern of every ſiperiours pre- © 5. 
cept, even the Popes himſelf, whether" it were lawful 


difference there is betwixt the do@rine of theſe 
men, and that of Bellarmine and ſuch like 3 the 


former following the Scriptures, and prope 4 
e 


may judge atid' try ſuch thingsas in the buſinef 
of Religion are tendred to then,” before they 
cloſe with them z- nay, that in purſuance of their 
-own-ſafety, they 6ught to-dor, and that itthey 
do otherwiſe, they"let go their neceſſary Jiberty, 
and-dono lefs than turn beafts:" "The latter fy, 
that they neither may nor otiht to do it 3 that 
their buſmeſs is to! hear their Teachers, in doing 
whercof they provide ſufficiently for their ſafcty; 
and-that to queſtion- what they dehver, .15"n6 
other than needle ſerupulofity- and vain 'atro-., 
gance, * Whether of the twb 45 inthe right, F 
teave you to judge by what hath beerf{poken:***. 
*-3. Having in theſe 'fore-going 'particulats 
evinced to you, that the peopletave the power 
of judging contended for, I ſhall 'n-the next 
place fhew you the Jightneſs and vanity of thoſe 
objeRions and pretenees, that 4re' made by Far-" 
neres,'Valentia, Bellarmine, agd others, againft it, 
which though I ſhall not-mention'cithexy jn their 
own words or order, yet I ſhall give you the 
F 4 {cope 


—_——— I 
{cop and. ſcuſ of chem:. And. they alledge,... 
©... Objs 1.1t.i5 the pleaſure of Godgtawhom it be- 
' longsto determine. the rights. and. duties of men, 
Oo the people: ſhould couſult .their Teachers, 
not , like or diſlike, .chuſe or.-xcfuſe, 'as :they 
| themſclyes ſhall think meet, bugas their Teach- 
. ers ſhall-inſtru& and dire them. Deut. 17. Geas. 
My]. 2. 7. Mat. 23. 25, 3: 
Anſz.That =—, ogght in doubtful cakes: to 
conſul their, Mimſters, and. take' in{tructions 
om, ther thele places evinge, and | we never 
feb ut thas either their, Miniſters: ſhould 
idle, or that they ſhould-aſſent to all they 
-AS <= "a = obey alkthey-command' ag law» 
without exerciling wy. private judgment 


py, ix own fatiaction,. they afford ny: ye 

' Deur. 17. thi "As. fox fox. thoſe words, Ty ſhall ſbew::tbee 
9. th of judgment, they. are not (-asDavenant 
pe Jud. ofcs ) 'verhs promintentis ſed, manidlantis, words.of 


Co 21, Þ. priſe, but. command ; (hewingi not whatthe 
"EPs ik &f do, but what. in; purſuance'ok; their 
| ce th :ought, to do. Aud ſhall we ixcaſan; 

#jwre ad fettum ,, frora what they orght todog.to 
apa ” wayld do? whatimore. ordiuary than 
yen Kt et what they,oupht to do, and 
hereof do what they have a mind to do? 
Bar kr they were not words of c | but 
promiſe, yet were. they not to.þb taken net? 
ſalute {enſe, but, cum conditione annex4, wi 2 

f- + L4 lioyned, viz, if- they: ſhould: 

the Law, follow.the direRion, of wt, and _ 
þ, -p"f according to it z. then they-ſhould\ indeed: give the - 
I | py T* ſentence. of jdgrens, otherwiſe: nor. :. This Hate 
© 263, ary ; rejects the Rabbi's::glols-. 
- upon 


( 73 ) 
upon the place'for abſohnte obedience; as abfard 
| _—_— -"As for thoſe words, Theprieſty lips Mal. 2.9. 
ſhield «the fame an{wer 'ma ſerve; 
they hold not forth what they would 

: what they ſhould do. The holy Ghoft DB; 
(from ncadiag to ligriifie any "imerring power « 
in. the prieſts/2by chem chat he-does in the very 
\next. words ſhew their liablencis to miſtake, arid 
how lamentably* they had eve: already done it, 

| ing from that rule "they were appointed 
to walk by: -'Te are departed ( faith he ) owt if the 
way, ye havecanſed many to flzemble at the kay, ye | 
have corritpted the covenant of Levi Te Pave mat " 
keps my. ways, ' bet have beers partial in my Eaw: 
And isit then to-be mhagined” that he tobk theſe 
tobe infallible, or that he- wonld have -the © 

ple to believe all that they (aid; or do all hogs 
a, The ? In lite manner, - =wiien our 


he Law, bitt that: 
_ 


© ce” 


rarkevyrs _ pole 
it-was their office aid duty y tobe. An 
asthe holy:Ghoſt does in theſe "ſeveral pla 
quire the people to betake' themſelves "tothe 
prieſts, hear thiit' nd 0bRivVe' then, his matt< 
ings not! "that they thonld-<U6 It in-all | 
without excepti6h,” but onely whe they 
according,t6 the Law; which'they w 
ed to expound -and interpret.''' As for 
the Scviberand Phariſcer taught; that our S464 Phe. 
Was a dereiver;-atid' forb4d” the people toc wp 

him ; now-I demand 'whethet they IX-47 9. 23s 
to- believe and obey them' herein, ya or 19?; 

ivy were, then they were bound to believe z 

le, 


oTi3.- 
p 
P's oT Oo 4 P 
\ 


0749. 


ha hy Sonanh en: undo thrir- fouls If 


ele words are to be-taken ins limited 
which 3s; the ching contended for. ae 
of allchen,, is this; .. That) it js the d 
Moir: to teach < br Seco cqvice noting 
4$-ACCOF tO, DENPUATE 3: W + 
" Jang as they do,.the people are.jto'believe and 
obey them ; > but: when they do otherwiſe, they 
mult neither belicve nor obey then. ; 11/11) | ++ 
i»: bra. There ig-2. belick due. tal] 4pen 5g their 
of ones ;weobclieve Lawyers, hy 
Qt 


49: beligye fuch 4s do ws 
,wihou much as tens: 


= i= ws a 

W. CHENSHIE: AF 10n- to- ; 

Ppt oi but: becauſe they are: 

ras io: uw 40. are! 

ta doit. b-45not {o with them iu + 
i Mn for as, the er 2 


hi 
the bak 


. ” 
Z : . 
Oo "oF 2 -—_ A. Yom a - = 


C75) 
_-of it ismare; attainable than'the' knowledge Þt 
| | . other faculties; (1 meanſo mich as is heceffary 
to-Zalvation:) {> hey look upun- thenaſclves » 2s 
-more<concern'd lin it, and upon. that” account 
take more painsin the ſtufly:of it, 3. Therensa 

 preat deal-of Jifferenced to be'put/b=twixt? rhe © 
| things ofthe world,” arid the things of religion 
and falvations in the former, people may 'g0 
zpon truft, auf content themſelves with uncer- Joh. 6.69, 
aur ;probabilities bur 1n':chetarrer;/ theytmiuſt, _ l. 
as:the Seripture: ſhews; make: ſive workcy! Were 10 
{alvation as frivolous a as” thoſe ' of the 
world are, 'they might better: venture upon hus 
area a ira mare _—_ 

amportance; they mult, as make; 
work, not. teſting untibchey foray} 'tOn 
kw. rarer \certainty,/and dich as- may dop- 
'*n un houroftem _ 'Now bow 

can Fn cheyinh this; while 
truſt, .andrchac from thoſe root 
crivraa welt abthem(elyts 3v0!!s 0) 11] 2 

 Obj. 5:Bur-the common . "for ch 
 pant,'ate>6 - orant, chat'they knowAitrle' or 


' nching what to 'and therefore 
it is not. fit; this Re ranen 4h purfaghoeref 
their office have delivered to them docrineeand 


precepts, hey ſhould have liberty-td judgSeHum. 
-1 Anſf9.t: There be few''worthy the of 
Ohviſuans' & ignorant, bur they-are pro modulo 
ſe; {one romperent mieafiire thie e6 ike at 
leaſt in altrhings of neceſſiey=todatvation,” Ao 

| thing 'is tyore' certain” than that matiy * 


perſons do 'in knowledge, underſtanding; ſudg- 
ment, and other abilities; far exceed” their 
| 7. Teachers ; » 


"< 76.) 
Teachers3 and' many —_— the..: common 
have poſſc(6'd the truth) an&'ſtourly-\de- 
d it, -when.their Teachers have: either been 
t of it,orforlaken i it. Divers ofQur ad- 


ignoran 
Profegem. verfaries themſelves'( a5 Toftatar. ſhews} hold, 
i Evaneet, that:from the: tme of Chrijksr feeſerang, until-his 


reſarteGion, fjides in ſola renianfe heats Virgin, 
the faith remaip' a in the bleſſed ready, rs 
thataccordmg, th them, though ſha wirca weak 
- andiifrajl; womanz; encofthat; for; /idwliiclyis the 
* mot ignarant- 45, well as timerous 3; yet the finek 
tothe truth, when ber Teachers hatlaclinquiſhied 


OS a att : ine. van_m. loa Flats 


and forſaken 1t;;r »Buty:2, admitthatrſome be ak - 


nable; toi te. ſuch; a gadgment, 
a__—_— mdbllity defiroy:' em and pris 


viledgaof:others?i Sorne. want £yes,rmmuſt inor | 


tho therchore wbohavathem uſcithem?2  Stme 
had ver japderfiandings muſt thoſetharchore wha 
—_ with; iyberdealt withias iſ.chey/woro 
copditian 21that j8uitroafonkble. i) ir 
O0hj. 4. But toallow. all that will-(- judge the 
dodrines and. ;of theis Teachitrs; 1s the 
way| 5 is 1t thats the Chunchy 
bereak 1 they would: 
a6quaſce an what >daiver; Mivpaldhe In: 
ÞfRCS:: [:t2vb nfl 51 Þs 2D 2v811. 929 112 
cruffinſw. 1. Theye: is. not iy libragi-or: ive 
ledgenhdlonging t6.any;-order_oridegres-of per- - 


nj 
ſons... the; Chuachy,,chay;:.2.the Wworld,!: butt 


the deprayation.of mangmalure 43t 15: ' Ca») 
= beingabuyſed; jand made ſerviceable to! 


urpoſes ; Which yet 1 15-aoſ{ufhgieant 
ke if ſhovld be thought uplawhiw,- 


og on lawtul ſhould he aboliſhed _ 
«5225125 al 


(77) 
| kid afige. Kipgsand Princes haye an undepbted 
liberty of xn ng civil policy and government 
Quer their people, .and 1s there any..Nation, un - 

the world that canwot witneſs it hath been abuſed 
to arbitraxinels and tyranny. ?-aud yet our ad» 
- verſarics will not {ay that. this is a ſuthcient/ rea» 
ſon whercfore, it ſhould cither be thought un- 
 lawfal, or laid. aſide. And if the liablenels 
of, Kings and Princes: to abuſe the liberty they 
have .to-.govern their people, be no ſufficieut 
reaſon wherefore it ſhould be thought unlawful, 
or bang thought ; lawful, be laid afide; . then 
wherefore ſhould the liablencſs of the people to 
abuſe: the hberty they have" to judge doctrines, 
be look'd upon, as:a ſufficient realon, wheretore 
it ſhould either -be thought unlawful, or, being 
thought lawful. ſhould be laid alide f 2.God 
knows how ta-frame.a Charter for his Chuxch 
without any dixeion- from'men 3 and therefore 
fince he hath ( as I have already ſhew'd ) granted 
the people ſuch: a hbexty, thoſe who are over 
them ſhould, without any gain-ſaying, allow. it 
+ them let the iſſue be what it will. He fore-ſaw 
from the beginning, when he fate in counſcl 
about this liberty, the inconvenieuccs as well as 
the conveniences that would attend it, which 
yet he look'd. not upon as any ſufficient reaſon 
wherefore he ſhould, with-hold. it from them. 
And if he thought not the inconveniences which 
' he. fore-ſaw a,; ſufficient reaſon, wherefore he 
ſhould, before he. had, granted. it, with-hold it 
from them ; much lb Boa Yew how great or 
emunent ſoever, think the incguveniences, which 
they find attending it, a ſuthgicnt xeafon Wie: 

| | ore 


fore they ſhoul# withhold it, after hchath graiit- 
ed'it'to them. * q-" Admit Go&ha# not granted 
this Tiberty, yet" common prudenide , notwith- 
the inconveniences pretended, would 
17 oo wi the people to clatm and” exerciſe 
it 


it. For where inconveniences do'occurre on. 


both fides, the 1&ſs are' ftilf to'be*choſtn; and 
ſbre it's a far 1&G'evil for the people” to labbar 
under ſome diſputes, which often-times 
over-rules for his Chutches good, thaii that they 
ſhould follow their Teachers intd error, hetefic 
ant” pfofanencſs; nay', into Hell it felt, which 
they muſt needs expoſe thernſelves' to the cer- 
tain danger of, unleſs they maintam and exer- 
cifſe this liberty. But 4. IF Implicit Faith be 
ſuch a notable Antidote againſt diviſions, how 
comes it to paſs, that our adverſaries, who urge 
it with ſo much ſeyerity, have ſomany amongſt 
them, which all the Magick of the Papa! Chair 


catinot conjure down ? Whence' is it that their | 


Bells do in the hearitg' of all Chriſtendome, ring 


fuch clamorous and angry diſcoxds > Whetice 


came the difference betwixt the Dominicans and 
Franciſeans, about the immaculate Conception 
of the Virgin Mary; betwixt the 7anſeriſts and 
Moltnifts about Grate ; betwixt the Halter and 
French Papiſts about the head of the Church ? 
If blinde obedience be fuch' a notable meansto 
maititain unity,and ſecure the peace;how comtsit 
thus to pas, that-they have ſuchdiverfity of Opi- 
nions amongſt them, agitated with fomuch heat 
atzd* vehemency , thit they tre every day thin- 
dring out their 'A##thema"s againſt each other's 
TI know they petfwade' theit deluded _ 
FTE tnat 


_ 2 oe SR. 


(59) 


that- all the' differences are ing ie is 
ftents (Which they tcll therh ariÞ from our ſab- 


Exing the ople_tb xead the Scripmtrer, exerciſe 
this libexty-of: j#dgimg, and the like) but as for: 
ther there is. nothing but- unity and ' peace; 
\ there is not ſo much, as the myſe.of an hatumee,) 
*or any Jarring to: be heard a them. .But: 
this is fo notoriouſly falſe, that there is not any. 
ſave thole who;are as.ignorant as theit people: 
whom they keep .in ſuch  Lamentable dark- 
neſs and bondage , but they know the con- 
trary- ; 

0bj.5. It the people may call in queſtion the 
defuutions and concluſions of their Teachers,then 
they fnay judzcare judicer, judge their Judges, 
which is contrary to reaſon, and 'inconfiftent 
with that Order God hath fet up and cltabliſhed 
in the World. 


Anſw. Though it be granted that their Teach- | 


crs may in {one reſpects be termed their Fnogey, 
yet they may. notwithlianding, without ofter- 
ing any injury to Reaſon or Order , call m 
queſtion what 'they deliver to them. For the 
underſtanding whereof you mult note, there 13 
a twofold Judgement. 1. There is jadicinmfo- 
renſe, a publick Judgement, which belongs to 
thoſe who have. Authority and Juriſdiction oyer 
athers, by virtue whereof they may make Con- 
| Ritutious and Decrees for the direRing and: re- 
gulating of their praftice. 2. There 15 judiciant 
rationale, a private Judgement 3 and this belongs 
to every individual who 18 indued with 
a power of judging the Decrecs of. the higheſt 


as 


Court on Earth, quantzam ad je fpectant , (o tar 


See Voetii't 
polit, eccls 
p, 1. Lu. 
iract. 4. c. 
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asthey -belongto him, and concern his own Pate 
ticular duty. :: The difference betwixt theſe two 
Judgements ties \in thisz in the former a 'man' 


judges, propter alixme, for the direCtion of others; 
m the: latter propter : je; for the" ordering - of his 
own duty«: Now if the people ſhould take upon 
them the former of theſe,” they would indeed do 


that which is contrary to the rules of Reaſon and 


Orzer , but their taking upon them! the latter, 
1s no - more contrary: thereunto , -than 1s their 
opening of their eyes, that theywmay ſee” their 
way as they go in the ſtreets. In exerciſing 
this Judgement. upon the Decrees of their Supe- 
riours, it they find them according to the rule, 
they cloſe:with them, if not, they decline them 
yet withall ſubmit to: the penalty of their difo- 
bedience. And what is there in'this contrary to 


. Reaſon or Order ? This is not (as Cappelies ſhews) 

to overthrow good Order, or introduce into the Church 
* any confuſion, but to maintain the right and liber- 
" ty planted in the beart of man by Nature it ſelf, 


namely, that none be compelled to renounce his Rea- 


ſon, and. contrary to the” difiate thereof by a blinde 


and bratiſh motion, to follow and embrace whatſ#- 
ever it ſhall pleaſe.certain men out of meer humour 
to. command, adverſus perfedtiſſimam omnis ve- 
rs juſti, & equi norman, againſt the moſt per- 
felt rule of truth, righteouſneſt and equity; namely 
the Word of God contained in the ſacred Scripture:- 
This is certainly the courſe that the faithfull ſer- 
vants of God have obſerved all along under the 
ſeveral powers they have had to dowith; and it 
ever we mean to bs found faithful we muſt do 


_ thelike, 


* But 


(81 ) 
Ohj.6.But in all well govern'd Commonwealths] 
it is thought fit, that SubjeRts ſhould fibmit to 
the ſentence of the Magiſtrates that -bear rule 
therein, without contradiction or cenſure ; and 
if (0, why ſhould uot the people in like man-« 
| on fabmut to the Kntence of their Teach- 
ers? 
- Anſp,. It is uſual with our adverſaries in this 
contraverlte to confound publick and private 
Judgement 3 and hence it 1s that moſt of their 
arguments are nothing at all to the purpoſe, 
Fhe Judgement we contend for, is a private, ra- 
tional, diſcretive Judgement, allowed by God for 
the direCting of every man in his own particular 
praftice. - That which they mainly difpute a- 
gainſt, is a publick, miniſterial ,, authoritative 
Judgment ſerving to determine and limit others, 
which we never challeng'd to any private per- 
fon, how well qualitied ſoever. And this they 
ſeem to underſtand when they fay, that in all 
well ordered Common-wealths, it is thought fit 
that SubjeRs ſhould fabmit to the ſentence of 4 
the Magiſtrate ; el{c they ſpeak moſt falſly, and 
belye the World; for there is not any Common- 
wealth therein, that is indeed well ordered, but 
they allow their Subjects to read, Rady, and 
judge of the ſenſe and equity of their Laws, for 
their own private ule, and to do- otherwiſe is 
to deal with them rather like Beaſts than Men. 
Beſides, it were abſurd for Magiſtrates to! dire& 
commends againft thoſe ations of men” which 
fall not under their obſervation and cognizance! 
Now the private judging of their ſentence 1s a 
thing of this Nature ( for after they have _ 
pHa (3 a 


| (82) 
all they can, their ſubjecs. will judge'of it 'as 
they ſhall finde it by the light of their own rea- 
ſon, and; they. be never the wiſer) and therefore 
zt {cems not 40 be proper for them, to deliver 
commands; againſt it. -And thus I have given 
you an anſwer_to the mbſt material objections, 
our adverſarics urge againſt us in this particu» 
lar. Some others they have , but what I have 
already alledg'd will ſupply with anſwers 3 and 
therefore I ſhall not {pend more tune in making 
ticular xeturns to them.  - | 
|. $. Leſt any ſhould take occaſion from what 
hath been ſaid, to miſinterpret the Apoſile, or 
conceive that to be meant by:him . which he ne- 
ver intended, I ſhall here, before I enter upen 
the Uſes , propound ſamewhat by way of cax- 
$107. 

1. Though he thoight it not convenient that 
we ſhould receiye the Doctrine of our Teachers, 
till we have firſt made proof ofit, yet we muſt 
not think that this do's evacuate or make void 

s cheir function. The imperfections and infirmi- 
ties that attend them in their Miniſtrations, do 
not aullfic, their Office, no more than' thoſe 
that attend .the Magiſtracy do nullifie it 3 but 
rather ſerve to {et forth the wiſdom and power 
of God, that-can, by ſuch weak and deſpicable 
Inſtruments, accompliſh ſuch high and eminent 
cficdts 3, ;that can by ſuch broken Veſſels convey 
the Oyl. of Grace into the, hearts of his choſen. 
Thar calling and work determine not with 
every Error , they may through ignorance or 
inadvertency. be guilty of, but -are to continue 
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and that Glely ( unleſs ſome extremdinary cafe Mal- 2 


, -occurte) with the difpenſation of Or- 
dinances3 they are under Promiſesz ? ©9r-It- 
the Churches necelity ofthem will be perpetual3 , , , *® 
the removal of them is threatned as one of the g., oy 

| (oreſt Judgements that can befall a people ; all 
which, with many other particulars that might 
be mentioned, do plainly ſhew, it is the plea- 
ſare and deſign of God that their Office ſhall be 
perpetual, that is, continue to the end: of the 
World. However things go, 'yet Chriſt will 
keep up a Miniſtry m tus Church, that ſhall re- xph., 1. 
main untill he have perfefied his Saints , and 1 Cor, 15. 
ſhall deliver up the Kingdom to his Father. 24: 


2. Though he forbid us to reſt upon their au- 
thority , yet he would not have us to forfake 
them, and over-run their Miniſtry. Their being 
lyable to miſtakes do's not diſoblige us from at+ 
tending on them, and hearing *them, but from 
c5 in them; and that im fach a degree, 
as to take whatever they fay for truth, without 
enquiring any further. His admoniſhing us to 
ps what they deliver, do's not forbid the 

ring them , but ſuppoſe it, nay, command 
and enjoyn itz for how could he think we ſhould 
be able or fit to bring their Dorine to tryall, 
and paſs our Judgement upon it, unleſs we be' 
preſent, and hear it ? This I ſpeak of ſuchas are 
lawfull Miniſters of the Goſpel, and anſwer the 
end of their Calling ; as for #7tr#ders and *þ ders 
that neither regard their own, nor others ls I 
have nothing to fay for them. 7 


3.' Though he be againſt our making them 
4 Lords of our Faith, yet he would not+have us' 
to 
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-- 7 will haye us, (a5 you- may ſee in; the preceding 
verſes) to kyww, them, and efteem them very highly 


(34) 


is 12:4 oh light them, or carry. oar (elves irreverently 


or” contemptuouſly towards, ther. No, he 


#n love for their works ſake. And he {till gives it in 
charge to thoſe to whom he either preaches or 
writes, that, they be mindfull of their Teachers, 
look upon. them, as the Miniſters of the Goſpel, 
and yield them ſuch reſpect as may encourage 
them to'the cheerfull diſcharge of their duty, and 
che laying out of themſelves for their good, Ad- 
- mit our Teachers, be guilty of miſtakes in Do- 
ctrine , and miſcarriages in Life, yet we muſt 
remember they are the Ambaſſadors of 'Chriſt , 
whom "he hath, entruſted with the Miniſtry of 
recoticitiation, and as ſuch we are both to receive 
and reſpect them, 
. - Though he call upou 'us to prove what 
they deliver , ayd ſatisfic our ſelves concerning 
the lawtulneſs 'pt it, ere we entertain it, yet -he 
do's: no4 meay, that we maſt take nothing at all 
upon truſt from them. In, thoſe things wherxe- 
ia we hayc no reaſon tv {ulpet them either of 
weakneſs or-falſhood, or wherein -we are alto- 
gether yucapable of makiag a Judgement our 
{dlves, we . not, only may but ought to truſt 
them, as the, befi (ecurity- we have to reſt upon. 
Such as are. wholly. illiterate are to belicve it is 
a. Bible whexein the Miniſter reads, and that. he 
reads - true, gud 'uot falſe z; and ſach as have at- 
tain'd farther, are to believe , that the Bible 
wherein he reads 1s rightly  traw{lated- qut- of 
the: Orginals.z that the Copies were authentick 


Us (as 


ut of which' the Tranſlation was made; that 


(85) 
( as credible Anthors mention Y there were ſuch 
things done in ages paſt, and ſuch cuftoms "and 
obſervations among the Fewy, and other Nations, 
which do greatly (crve to the cleating of many 
dark places of Scripture, nay, which are {© ne- 
ceſhry to be known;” that without” acquaintance 
with them, many places cannot © be underſtood, 
Herein as we trult our Lawyers. and Phyficiatis, 
fo we muſt them ; not but that we may, if we 
have ability and opportunity, cnqune into thoſe 
things our ſelves, or if we have ttaſon to fu- 
fpe& our own Teachers, conſult with others 
but that in caſe we want ability aud opporrunity, 
. Or have no reaſon of ſuſpicion, we'then may and 
ought to truſt them, as the beft light and ſecurity 
we have. We myft diſtinguiſh betwixt matters 
of dotfrin, and matters of, fat z, or berwyxt do- 
&rins, and ſich thipgs asare ſibſerbiexthereunto. 
To believe the' Jyrmer upon the cxedit of oup 
Teachers, is to reſolve Cour taich mtp” humane 
teſtimony 3 buttobeljeve the 7axrer;fath. as the 
trueneſs of Copies or Tranſlations; tpoh "their 
word, is no more a reſolving, of gar. faith into 
humane teſtimony, than the Apoſtles © believing 
what they ſaw with their eyes, refolved ther 
nay H | | | ch wg —_ 
* $Though he epjoyhs us'to prots. ll thing}, 
yet he rn, not Pate ns to thn -atter p16. 
new light, or hezr every one that of his. own 
actord, without any juſt call, half take .jipon 
hith to preach to us : this he Was tar from 
either commanding ,or ' allowing, that, by the 
ſpirit of prophefic, foreclling the diſorders .and 


miſcarriages ſome Chriſtians ſfiould be guilty of 
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i after ages, he mentions this as one, that heving 
itching ears, they ſhould heap to themſelves teachers : 
and what 1s the iſſue of it ? why, forſaking the 
truth, they turn unto fables. And what he fore- 
told, we our ſelves ſee abundantly accompliſhed 
in our days for ſuch S the qa may _ o 
vity of people, that they are ready to go fort 

ths ſoaking of every reed, anſwer the call of 


every Bell, and fit down at the feet of every 


one that hath the confidence to open his mouth 
to them. What is this but (_ as Calvin well notes 
upon the Text) ad omnes errorum ventos, ſe temere 

onere, raſhly to expoſe themſelves to all the winds 


- of errors, which out of a due ſenſe of their own 


frailty they ſhould carefully ſhun and avoid. For 
2a man to forſake his own Teacher, aud the 
wholeſome food he is inured to, and hath by 
the pry Laban happily grown under, and 


run after S, is no other thay to tempt 
God to deliver him up to- deluſions, and en- 
courage Impoſtors in their work. 

6. he would have us to try things 
ere we cloſe with them, yet he would not have 
us turn Academicks or Scepticky, call in queſtion 
received principles, and doubt of every thing 
which comes before us; that 15 to run from one 
extreme into.another, diſſolve the very /fabrick 
of Religion, and put an abſolute ſtop to the 
duty and ſervice we owe td God. As we muſt 
not believe all things, ſo neither muſt we: dowht 
of all things, but we muſt 'walk in a mcan be- 
twixt two extremes. As for new matters, 
we muſt firſt try them, and then if we ſee cauſe, 
maintain them z but for old, ftending,. tied 


points, 
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(WON 
points, that have clear foundation in Scripture; 
and which we have upon good grounds' received 
long ago, we mult rather 'maintaia than try 
them. The Apoſtles advice is, that what iS new 


and doubtful that ' we ſhould try; and what we 


| have tried and found good, that we' ſhould 


bold faſt. 

- 9. Having thus handled the dorinal part of 
this diſcourſe, andtherein ſhewed what is meant 
by proving, what is to be proved, who are to 
make this proof, what it is by which 1t muſt 
made, after what manner it muſt be manag'd 
given you ſome arguments forit, anſwered the 
objetions againſt it, and propounded ſome caxe- 
tions : T ſhall now paſs to the Vſes, and therein 
ſhew -how far this: point concerns the world at 
on day, and what improvement 1s to be made 

It, ; 

And 1. It Chriſtians muſt prove all things, then 
it may ſerve for the confutation and comviim of 
all thoſe proud Maſters, who deny the people 
have any liberty allowed them by God to try 
the doctrines and preſcriptions of their Superi- 
ours. . Of this ſort are the Jewiſh Rabbies, the 
Mahometan Prieſts, - the Popiſh Prelates, with 
ſome athers, who think the people are © far in 
ſubjeRion to them, that they ought to receive 


their determinations and impoſitipns, let them 


be what they will, without any ſcruple or ex- 


ception whatſoever. They take themſelves to 


be no leſs than abſolute Lords, and therefore as 
they look upon it as their work to- teach and 
command, ſo they look. upon it as the peoples 
work to believe and obey; ard upon their re- 
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Uſe 2. 


.... coming from thoſe that have darkneſs m them 


Ads 12, 
236 


_ fuſing to;do it, they preſently fall upon -them 


' (88) 


and perſccute them, as rebellious againſt good 
order aud government, -and upon that account 
worthy of the, greateſt ſeverity that can be -m- 
icted, an them, Now what horrible tyranny 
and cruelty is this ? what loxding it 1s this over 
Gods heritage ? how coutrary to the light of na- 
ture and common reaſon ? how diſfonant tathe 
dodrinie of the; Prophets and: Apoliles, .and- in 
particulargo that of Pax! in this place, prove all 
I1Npys, - . 
ky” Chriſtians muſt prove all things, then it 
may be-uſctul by way of information, to acquaint 
us, .. I. What re{pe&t we are to-ſhew to the-do» 
Qrins ang precepts of ſuch as'diſpenſe the Go- 
{pcl to us. We mult not look upon all their words 
as Oracles,: proceeding from an- utalhble ſpirit 3 
but we muſt receive them with ſuſpicion, 'as 


as well as light, and ſo,may ſpeak error as-well 
as truth. We mult not, ltke Herod's flattering 
hearers, as foon as they: ſpeak, cry out, it" 15 the 
poice of God and not of a man:;, - but out of the re+ 
{pe& we bear, both to the truth and our own- 
ſafety; we mult take what they ſay to the rule, 
examine it thereby, and then judge of it accor- 
ding to the agzeement it hath therewith.. We 
mult indecd be-peaceable and charitable, yet we 
muſt not put-out our eycs, or hood-wink our 
ſelves, and fo like a company .ofblind fools and | 
idiots, ſuffer men to lead us whither they plealc; 
but whiles we have cyes we muſt make uſe of 
them for our neceſſary direftion and ſecurity, 
That we muſt reyerence ſuch as are our Teach- 

| ers 
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&rs is granted, yet we muſt not think that Cheift 
is every where, he is ſaid to be; or that every 
one ſpeaks truth that' pretends to it” : but we 
muſt 'try, and: then conclude as we find cue. 
The Apoftle indeed diſcourting of charity, faith, 


. it believeth all things, but we muſt not think his 


meaning is; that we ſhould be 'fo charitable as to 
prve credit to impoltors, 'or aſſent to what ever 
1s delivered: tous; then we: muſt believe the 

ews, when they tell us, thatthe Goſpel, which 

took ſo much pains 1n preaching, is 2. meer 
fable 3 but that we ſhould be ſo charitable as 
not to reje& things out of prejudice, or groutnid- 
te diſlike, or with-hold our 'afſent when we 
have no cauſe or reaſon for it. If upon due ex- 


' amination of thoſe points which are delivered to 


us we find they: have no foundation in the Word, 

we may-without any violating' of charity, or 

fallifymg the Apoſtles doQrin'm the leaſt,” not 
with-hold onr affent from them, bur re- 

jet them with: indignation and contempt. 

_ 2. If Chriſtians muſt prove alt things, then Re- 

ligion is no trivial buſineſs, but ſach as calls for 


Skill, care and dihigence. Carnal men, that know. 


little of the nature of it, look upon it as a plain, 
eafie, homely thing, that hath lictle intricacy 'm 
it: but it 15 not ſo; it hath that in it, that” will 
tind work for the ableſt parts and greateſt dili- 
gence. AsS1t isa moſt defirable and honourable, 
ſoit is a moſt ingenious and accurate thing tb be 
a ſound, well principl'd, ſincere Chriſtian.” There 
are in it many deep myſtcries to be div'd into, 


many intricate caſes to be reſolved, many tem- 
ptations both from within and without 


to be 
with- 


Car, 13. 


Luke 18. 
26, 
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withſtood, which no- ſuch things 425 ignorance, 
carcleſneſs or ſlothfulneſs are fit to encounter 
with. He that will. be a right Chriſtian, and 
faithfully perform his Maſters work, muſt have 
a good eye, ule circumſpeQion and take pains, 
elle he will never attain the ends he aims at. The 
Diſciples gathered from the diſcourſe of our Sa- 
viour concerning rich men, that it was an hard 
matterto be ſaved. And if it bean hard matter 
to be ſaved, then it muſt needs be an hard matter 
to be a Chriſtian, in as much as a man muſt ne- 
cefſarily be ſo ere he can be ſaved. But if all other 
things were ſilent, the point we have before us 
would evince it : for if a man, in order to his be- 
ing a Chriſtian, muſt prove all thoſe things he 
hath todo with in the buſineſs of Religion, be- 
fore he cloſe with them, and muſt accurately 


diſtinguiſh betwixt good and bad, taking the 


oneand leaving the other, ( as you have heard 
he muſt ) then it muſt needs be an hard thing to 
be a Chriſtian. 


3 2, © . 3.If Chriſtians muſt prove all things,then it may 


ſcrye far reproof to two ſorts of perſons. 

x. Toall ſuch/ as are Teachers, more eſpecially 
Popiſh Prelates, with ſuch as comply with them, 
and do not allow the people this liberty, but 
urge doftrins and precepts upon them with as 
much peremptorineſs and ſeverity, as if they 
thought their bare word were ſufficient toſatistic 
their peoples conſciences, and legitimate whatſo- 
ever they ſhall judge mect to. offer to them. Bellar- 
mine makes mention of one Abbot, that enjoyn'd 


' a Myhat his command to enter into a flaming 
- . furnace 3, aud of another that enjoyn'd a Monk F 
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lis.command- to caſt himſelf upon the waters. 
And there are multitudes ſurviving of the fame 
ſpirit, who impoſe what they pleaſe upon the 
people over whom they are, without allowing 
them liberty to make proof thereof, though it be 
but in order to the direRing of their own par- 
ticular pratice. Now, Sirs, what mean you 
thus to afflit the heritage of the Lord, vex 
your 7 people, and trample them under 
your feet? -. Wherefore do you thus blind-fold 
and enthrall them, not ſuffering them to exer- 
ciſe the power and freedom belonging to them z 
whea as it is ſo evident, that it is the pleaſure of, 
Feſus Chriſt, who knows better how to teach 
and govern his Church, than either men. or An- 
gels can tell him that they ſhould do ? Is this to 
imitate your Lord and Maſter, who exerciſed 
{© much mildneſs and tenderneſs towards the 
people he had to deal with, who was ſo ready 
upon all occaſions to diſpenſe with their infir- 
mities, comply with their weakneſſes, reſolve 
their doubts, ſatisfie their ſcruples, and clear 
up histruth, to them ? Is this to gather the lambs , 
in your arms, carry them in yous boſom, and deal 
gently with thoſe that are with young ? 1s this, with 


ſa. 40.12, 


the Apoſiles, to be gentle among them, even as a 1 The, 2. 
nurſe cheriſheth ber children? Is this the way to 7 


make them ; thrive in knowledge, grace and 


holineſs ?. Is. this the way to render your feet 1fa- $2.7+ 


beautifu), and make thoſe over whom you arc 
mn love with you? Or is it not rather the way to 
make them weary both of you and your Mini- 


ltry, and cauſethem with the reſt of the Creation Rom. 8. 


to groan aud travel, that they may be delivered 212 33+ 
from 


(92) 
from the bondage wherein they are, into the {- 
berty of the children of God? For this very 


Oper, e. 2. thing ( as Lxther told you long; ago ) you de- 
Pe 375 ferve tanquam lupi & tyranni, as wolves and th- 


rants to be driven out of the Chttich of God. But 
F thall ſum up what I have to ſay to you, mto a 
few Queries, which I ſhall offer to your conſide- 
ration. 1. Hath God any where given you power 
to exerciſe this rigour towards your people? It 
you think he hath, tell us where aud how to 
reconcile it, with that liberty which he hath, as 
I have ſhewed, granted to them. If he hath noe, 
how dare you Cclaitn-it, or make uſe of it? Do 
you not acknowledge your ſelves to be under 
hisdominion ? muſt you not be accountable for 
all to him 2 How dare you then do that which 
you have not warrant for from him ? 2. Whether 
do you take your felves to be infallible ? If you 
do, let us know vpoh what ground you do it, 
and how you came to be fo. The whole: world 
ſighes and groans under crrours and miſtakes, 
and therefore you'muſt not think it much if we 
look for good evidence from you, ere- we ac- 
knowledge you tos-have any ſuch priviledge. If 
you do'not, then how dare you be fo confident 
of your own'opinions, as to urge them with ſuch 
ſeverity upon -others, who perhaps have ag 
much, if not more” reaſon, to be as confident of 
their own'?? 3. Whether do you think you may 
juſtle up your Maker, and challenge the ſame 
power over your people that he himſelf does? 
If you may, communicate your reaſons, and ſhew 
how it comes about that you may do that which 


Angels tremble at the thoughts of. It not, hex 
. wit 


- (93) 
with what Juſtice can you require your people 
to yield you abſalute aſſent and obedience, and 

uniſh them for refuling ? What can God him- 
(ef do more, than require them to believe and 
obey him upon the authority of his bare word ? 
and what do you in this your rigid behaviour 
towards them, leſs? 4. Whether may you fall 
in with Aztichrift and do his work ? It you 
.may, then wherefore do yu pretend to dil- 
own him and be againſt him ? If not, how 
Will you cver defend this your imperious deal- 
ing with the people ? Certainly, if there be any 
thing in the World, that incroaches upon the 


Prerogatives and rights of the Son of God, and «.. , 
breaths forth down right Antichriſtianiſm, this is pet, _ 
it. 5. Whether are you to rule your People as you Enerv. 1.x, 
rule Beaſts, and exped& obedience 'upon the ſame P: 241+ 


terms, from the one, as you do from the other ? 
It you are, then tell us for what end God en- 
dued them with reaſonable fouls, and placed 
them ſo near the Angels? If not, then wherc- 
fore do you require obcdience, without allow- 
ing them to j of the nature and equity of 
that you demand from them ? wherein do you 
deal worſe with Beaſts? 6. Whether would 
you be content that others ſhould deal with you, 
as you deal with them? If you would, then 
before you appear any more in the World, go 
and learn to be. men. If not, then wherefore 
do you exerciſe ſuch ſeverity towards the people, 
ſince the very light of Nature teaches you not 
to do. unto others , what you' would not have 
them to do unto yw ? What- isthis but to tempt 
us to think you are of the race of the Scribes 

| '* and 
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Mac. 33.4. and Phariſees, who laid thoſt: burdens upon others 


that they would not endure tobear any part of 
themſelves ? Let the conſideration of theſe things 
ſoften your hearts towards your people, and 
prevail with you to allow them the liberty be= 
longing to them. But it you refaſe notwith< 
ſtanding all that can be ſaid, to do it, know that 
he who is the Prote&or of the Innocent, will 
in time deliver them out of the hands of ſuch: 
Oppreſlors. 

2. It may be likewiſe uſctull by way of re- 
proof to ſuch among the people as take all upon 

uſt from their Teachers, bclieve all they fay, 
and do all they require. There are many who 
mltcad of ſtanding up for and maintaining their 
undoubted and neceflary liberty , do out of an 
unmanly, ſcrvite fear, bow down before them, 
and inflave their Reaſon, Judgement, Conſcien- 
ces, and all to them. Now. Sirs, wherefore do 
you thus deſpiſe the bounty of God, and flighr 
the rich purchaſe of Feſis Chriſt your Saviour ? 
Wherefore do you thus let go the liberty he hath 
required you to ſtand faſt in, and give up your 
{clves to the wills of unreaſouable men ? what 
is this but to intitle your {clves to the doom of 
Iſachar, and like ſo many Aſſes conch down un- 
der your burdens ? What is this but to tell the 
World that you are neither Men, nor expect the 
Priviledges belonging to them, but that you are 
Beaſts, and are content to be taught, govem'd 
and dealt with accordingly , than which what 
can be more unbecoming your reaſonable Na- 
tures, or the Goſpel which you do profeſs? 


But in complyance with the method of the for« 
mer 


| C95) 
mer Branch of this Uſe, I ſhall fam up what I 
have to ſay to you in a few Queries. 1. Whe- 
ther do you in good earneſt think that the bare 
- word of your Teachers is a ſufficient bottom for 
you to ground your Faith"upon, and ſuch as 
you may with chearfulneſs and (atisfaRtion ac- 
quiclce 1n? If you do, ſhew us what grounds 
you have for it. Both Scripture and Experience 
tell us, they labour under much darkneſs and 
ignorance, and are ſubjeR to errors and miſtakes. 
you do not, wherefore do you lay ſuch ſtreſs 
upon it, as to venture the glory of God, and the 
peace' and happineſs of your Souls thereon ? 
Theſe are things of ſuch importance, that you 
ſhould provide better ſecurity for them than the 
word of any mortal man can be. 2. Whether 
do you think Chriſt will look upon this your 
believing and doing all that your Teachers 
would have you, without any examination and 
tryall, as a due anſwcr to all thoſe Cautions 
and Warnings he hath given you to beware of 
. letting men deceive you ? It you do, then tell us 
what it is to becredulous, ſecure and negligent 3 
wherein it conſiſts, who they be that are guilty 
of it, and when it is that men expoſe themſelves 
to the danger of being deceived. If you do not, 
then why do you not awake and reform, and 
by due examination aud tryall of things pro- 
vide better for your own fatety ? 3. Whether 
may you take to your ſelves other Maſters be- 
fides Chriſt, become their ſervants, and pay ho- 
mag? and - obedience to them? If you may, 
then ſhew us what the Scripture means, when 
it ith, One is your Maſter, even Chrift, and all 


ye 
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Mar. 23 8, ye. are Brethren. Aud, be not ye #þt, ſervants of men. 
3 Cer. 7. If you imay not,;fhen wherefore do you 

*3- ſuch Magiſterial power to your Teachers, ſuffer 
them to give Laws to your Conſaences, and 
receive their Afertions as the very Dictates of 
Chriſt himſelf? What is it for oneto make a 
man his Maſter, but (as Pythagorss his Scholars 
dealt with him) to receive his Documents meer- 

. ly upon the credit and authority of his word 3 
without enquiring any further? And when you 
give, up your ſelves to the command of your 
Teachcrs, and look upon all they Gay as truth, 
and all they command as duty-, without ma+ 
king any proof or tryall, what do you leſs? 

4. Whether is it wiſdom to be at an un+ 
certainty in the buſineſs of Religion ? It it be, 
whercfore do's the Holy Ghoſt ſpend ſo many 
words in exhorting us to make things ſirre ? If 

it be not, then. wherctore do you build upon 
the ſandy foundation of the doctrines and com- 
mandments of men, for whom it is as ordinary 

to erre, as it is for the Starrs to twinckle, or 
the Clocks to . miſs the hour - of the day? 

5. Whether do you mean to hold out in Reli- 
gion? If you do not, whercfore do-you make 

a profctlion of it ? do you- think :it worth the 
while to mock God, and diſhonour the Goſpel ? 

It you do, then wherefore do.not you fatisfie 
your ſelves better concerning the truth of it, 
than by taking the Word of men.? you know: 
Religion hath ever met with oppoſition, and ſo 

it isIke todo ſtill, and therefore if you mean ta 
hold out , you had, bcſt get better evidence. for 
the truth of it, than the word-of-@ frail man 


can 


=". 06> rat 05-e  antos Ba 220 thc wh ann am a5 ion an. Goo man bs. cos 06 wan at. wo. 


D  {©*- && 


ms - 5 


('97) 

I done 
| | ay 
It, but what will when all are agaiuſt it, 
nay, when you more againſt. jt than ever 
you Gw for it? Now 7 he great and m—_ 
RO ano for it; "which, ap 

” i 
but what will yc ou oy, thn A wdg-jan 
it, carxied forth with greater zcal againſt 
Ut, 4 were for it ? , It may be Reli- 
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ex 
preſent is you? Intereſt, but what 
ll you y ba gb th, will be your undoing, 
| creqtabdeyea and t death * Do 
word of your Teachers that 
1, all, that ever they ſaid before, 
ge Do-not periwatle your (dyes 
ie will 4 Mas gig. >. your mect- 
wg Sch Ge {mall tryalls, you begin to ſtag- 
ger and ſhake, what then will you do, when 
*— ſhall come to encounter' with Gibbets and 


ut 
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Flames 7 If you raz with the Foot, and they weary Jer.ts. gi 


bow will you contend with horſer ? and-if you 
are not able to abide the, ſill-Howing ny yang: 
what will you do with the ſiwellingy of Fordan 2 

6. Whether do you think, if out of obſervance 
to your Teachers you follow them into Ertor, 
they ſhall anſwer fo you ? If you do, you lie 
under 2 grols miſtake, for the Apoflle tells us 


a+ 


in plain terms, that every one of ws ſhal Hier - Rem. 12: 


count of Niſl 6 God, Its true, they ſhal 
am anſwer bby: Sa not with any - «on 
hag you: ir accefiory to your dr- 
an a ruine will jmplead themidyes, but 
you, who were -_ -d to prove "ar 


Jo! 24.135 
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they' ſhould * deliver to: oth F Ind! flow: them 
no further-thari they the light bf tlie 
Word before on ou oa) had done%you 
had been fafe, but” Wo inks you midſt 
look: 'to periſh, 7_If 'yols "think they muſt "Hot 
anſwer'for you, then wherefore—do you: inake 
their -will/your tule-, ati proftifiite- your Faith 
and Obedience to their pleiſaze?/ Wheitfofe?do 

you follow ther withi{ ttirid boldnef3 ind fe: 
elity ? D& you *think'it"s" final} mattet- OTUH 
your ſelves Into! res, 4#nd*Urin divine" verws 
geanice 'agaiaſt you * Hae tirewhat you 'do, 
and be ob © dypreilefs. rid infarious? to lYoit 


Souls; _—_— habs elanck fuk tute 
5 


F ehought KEW offer to avtich iu To 
contideratioriytintinde wAght i; you hay 
prove — EOF for. :SireHon'3 if” vt] ne 
enjoy yoiit tho; by 'bait el pos 1 


you be-fOuMd teba 
hoping: ai ho 


Wi Chriftins'miult Prove M1hmgs,! then by 
kkewils 'be aſcfull by $v3y > of Exhort ati" © 

you who are' privath "Chitthans fo ſet uport the 
praQtice of 46,%As ever your%rall endeavolly yt it 
own weltirc,/improve this-11 berty.Chrilt Hat 'be- 
ſtowed on 'yoif,) and-evidehce your {dy to be 
men, - receive ti6t things upon trai! batby pri 
dent: and Griohs enquiry, mform your elves of 


' ” the "nature; cquity ard ſormdacG of thin re 


G © Jud, v.16, 


you cloſe with them.”?* Takeheetl ofbeingUrawn 
into the Erzor' (6 expreſly-<coridemned by the 
Apoſtle , of having mens"; rſorre © in '#ttnitation,, 
or ſuffering Four '{tlves beliwayed Vf 6ytr- 
ruled by” them: + Let thembtwhat * MM, 


in 
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in reſpe& of bixth, parts, place, wealth; honpur, 
power, interſt;'or any ſuch'like worldly adviir: 
tages, - yet do-\not captivate your Faith, 'Con« 
ſtiences-or Reaſon to them, ' bit by 'your*own 
perſonal enquiry, -fatisfie your ſelves in whatever 
you undertake or do, preferring Truth frog the 
meaueſt before 'Error from the greateſt. 'Snch 
was the integrity of Panormitan, a famous Euw- 
yer.,; who lived «bout 230- years: ago'; that” he 
{aid; Laico verum dicenti ciens-Frvangelio mag cre« 
dendum, quam confilio fallſum ditent#- contra Fn.an- 
gelium, a Lay man ſpeaking truth -with the Goſpel, 
is to be believed (befive a whole Council , ſpeaking 
falſe againſt it." You tnuſt not mieaſure D6cqrines 
and Opinions,” by the quality of we perfons,gde- 
livering” them, 'but- by the-evidence accompany- 


1p them, It is not worldly greatnefs that! can - 


make Error Truth , or Worldly meane(Fthat 
can make''Truth Error, but when: alF is*done; 
Ertor will be: Error, and Tiwth will be Truth: 
And' therefore let uot the porapous and [plendid 
condition, wherein at any time you finde Etror; 
cauſe. you' toieſteem or embrace it as Truth x nor 
the defpicable 'and low condition wherent yout 
hnde Truth, cauſe you to diſlike or decline'it 
as Error, 'but waving all ſuch outward confide4 


rations; give both the one and the other the re _ 


ſpect belonging to them A Pearl thong lying 
in the dirt, is of far more value,-than & Pebble- 
ſtone tn-the richeſt Cabinet : And the like: 1s to 
be:Gaid concerning Truths it is of more worth 
1 the plaineſt and homelicſt dreſs, than Error nt 
all-its- paint'and garniſh. - The head of Truth 1s 
worthicr your' reſpe& under-a-Crown of FR 
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than the head of My Oy Ca 
4. me that fooliſh _— 
y men may 
caſt upon it, ſuffer not your ſelves to be w 
gut of conceit with it, but yield unto it its 
ſerved eſicem. 
Now that you may manage 'this tryall of 
with more advantage and ſu and 
be the better able to diſtinguiſh betwixt Truth 
god Erxor, and paſs a jult fentence, forbearivg 
to uſe any more words to preſs you to the work, 
I ſhall in the next place pzopound ſome rules to 
dire you in it. And here I ſhall not inſiſt upon 
thole which our Writers preſcribe in order to 
the due Inte 
wink. the conſulting tt 


FL 


Faith laid Jown i in the oo and Con- 
of the Churches , with fuch like, which 


SY yet are very worthy your oblcryation, but ſhall - 
UV, 3. Fo 


45- 


itch upon ſuch as are more particular, and as 
| pn 2A more ſujtable to the preſent ſubxe. 
1. While you are managing this Tryall,: be 
oo you beware-of ſuch Dottxines as mterfere 
and claſh with the greatneſs, foveraignty and 
majeſty of God, od 4 tend. to the diminiſhmg of 
the bonour and ſervice due to hun. The Pz- 
piſts as if they envyed the preheminence of God, 
and were minded to jumble Heaven and Earth 
together, and level all into a common cquality, 
make many infolent, and Grange divifions. They 
divide -adoration betwixt him and Images; in+ 
vacation betwixt him and Saints 3 and- abſolute 
obedbernce betwint him and the Church. + Now 


what 
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what groſs and horrible Sacriledge is this ? what 
is this but to deveſt him of his Royalty, and 

ve his Glory unto another , which yet is a 

fo great and hainous, that one would 
think they ſhould tremble at the thoughts of it ? 
Bewarz how you fall in with theſe men ; keep 
np the honour of God intire, and reject all Do- 
ctrines that tend either to' alienate or diminiſh 
at. It 1s he that made this ſtupendious Fabrick 
of the World, ſet it upon its Pillars, upholds it 
m its place, and by his ſupream direction, in- 
fluence and conduct, orders and diſpoſes of all 
perſons, actions and events that are therein, It 
1s he only that hath abſolute- ſoveraignty, glory, 
and wiſdome, and therefore it is he only that you 
muſt rebgiouſly adore, invocate and obey. 

2. Beware of fuch Doctrines as tend in the 
leaſt to difparage the Scripturg, or bring it into 
contempt with you. It is the candle of the Lord, 
the Guide of the Soul, and the Rule and Judge 
of all Controverſies in Religion whatſoever 3 
and therefore ſuffer it by no means to go out 
of eſteem with you. Such Doctrines as'tend to 
honour and credit it, cloſe with them ; but as 
for thoſe which tend to diſpar:ge and diſgrace 
. Done — ppwres and dangerous 

mies. The Papiſts,becauſe it never {peaks 

well of them, and cher they way the better bene 
| it into diſcſteem, ſay almolt all manner of evil 
apgamſt it. They teach that the authority of it 
depends upon the Charch, that it is obſcure and 
- unperfect , that the . Apocryphal Books and hy- 
mane Tradnions , deſerve as much reverence as 
it. ind whats this but to reprogitr thewiſdom 
H 3 
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of God, and-requite all the care and love he ma- 
nifeſts to us in his Word with ingratitude and 
contempt. When you meet with any that preach 
ſuch doGrine, if you cannot convince them, avoid 
them as the Agents of Satan, and ſuch as ſeek t 
ſubvert and undo you. a 
- 3. Beware of ſuch dodrins, as tend to the 
dethroning of Chriſt, the diſparaging of his uns 
dertakings and performances, or the diminiſhing 
any way of the honour and praiſe belonging to 
him. The Papiſts not thinking it ſuffcient to 
rob God, dolikewiſe rob him, taking from hun, 
and leaving with him what they think fit, They 
divide his Soveraignty and Headſhip betwixt 
him and the Pope, Satisfaction and Merits be- 
twixt him and Saints Invocation and Inter- 
cellion betwixt him and Angels. And what is 
this but to tcll him, he ſhall uot reign over them, 
nor 'have the honour belonging to him ? Take 
heed how you joyn with them in auy ſuch pro- 
ccedings. As he is the undoubted Lord; and 
King of his Church, ſo he hath undertaken the 
reconciling of God and Man, and the making 
of attonement b:twixt them.z and in. order 
thereunto, he did in his death. offer a valuable 
conſideration unto Juſtice fox the offence. done, 
which he now plcads in Heaven, (where , he fits 
at his Father's right hand interccding . for us.) 
and that ſo effectually, that to bring in theper- 
formances.of any . ff his creatures, 18 to: light a., | 
candle bcfore the Sr, and caxry.:water tothe, 
Ocean. we wh ET; ke ,\ #2 nenr3 (31 
4- Beware of ſuch do&rins as tend to the ex-, 
tenuating of God's free grace, and the Wglting 
| PT Ob RI TC B10c a 


, 
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c log P; 
of mans free will, To exalt the former, and ex- 
tenuate the latter, is to give-unto'God the things 
that. are Gods, and unto man the things that are 
tans 3 but to-extenuate the former and exalt 
the latter, is [to -give unto God the" things that 
are rhans, and unto man the things that are 
Gods. Notwithſtanding - the Papifts divide the 
work: of converſion betwixt the grace of God, 
and the 'wilt of man, making them partners in 
the effeRing of it.” - And what 1s this but to 
take'away the praiſ&due unto God, and aſcribe 
it to a lilly impotent creature, thit is as far 
from having power to convert himſelf, as he' was 
from having power to-make himſelf when he 
had no exiſtence, or - redeern 'himfelf when he 
was fallen. Be not you thus injurious to the 
grace of God, [but ſeek unto him to work your 
converkon 3 and when he hath done it »1vc him 
all the praiſe. It you do erre, let it beon the 
right hand; do it rather in- giving grace too 
much, than tco little. 

5. Beware of ſuch dodtrines as ate againſt the 
power of godlinefs, and tend either to profane- 
nels or lukewarmneſs.  Acquaint your {elves 
with, and yield obedience to all Gods com- 
mandments; ſerve him not onely with the out- 
ward, but the: inward man. ' What ever ordr- 
nance' or duty' Fr —_— be ſure you mgage 
_ the foul in ut.” Papiſts' ( at, talt many. of 
them) that they may bay the laſt ſtab-Religjon to 
the heart, and fill up' the ahi 4 their ſins, 
divide man into. ſoul and: body 3 and then" J6- 
cording to ther: "wotited juſtice, ABeak, as if the 
| _ and worker pirtthereof,” were enough Act 

H 4 
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God. He humf;lf does every where in Scripty 


=, 
call upon us to manage his work with affection, 


ſzriouſnecſs, diligence, nay, with all our might3 
but they &y, allthis 1s not needful, perſuadi 
their credulous people, that the _ opus operations is 


cuovgh, that the celebrating of certam offices | 


and rites, which they themleIves have thought 
fit to preſcribe, and the performing offome ex-+ 
ternal trivial ſolemnities will ſerve the turn, with- 
out any moxe ado. And thus as they divide 
| Faith betwixt Scripture and "Tradition z Wor- 

ſhip betwixt” God and Ir Reconculiation 
betwixt Chriſt and Saints hon betwixt 
Free-grace and Free-will : {o likewiſe they. di- 
vide Man into two parts, Soul and Body, and 
when they have done, they order God onely 
ſome ſuperfical ſervice, conliſting in a company 
ot empty childiſh Rites, fromthe latter, leaving 
us in the mean time to employ the former as our 
own prudence or mclinatwns ſhall dire&t us. 
And hereby we ſee, notwithſtanding the flou» 
riſhes and pretences that theſe men ſometimes 
make to Religion, what friends they are to it. 
As if they tought it not ſufficient mjury unto 
God to d from the authority of his 
Word, Worſhip, the performances of his Son, his 
free grace, they haye at the laſt adventured to 
takefrom himithe far better part of his cyxeature, 
- without the concurrence of which, the ſexvicey 
of the other, how ſplendid and coltly ſoever, arc 
no. more pleaſing to him, than' the noiſome eva- 
poratians ofa ſtinking carcaſe arc to us. Havea 
care how you enteatais ſuch dodtrins, or- have 
fo do with ſich, men, Maintein and keep up the 


love- 
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duty of Chriſtian trial proceeds from certain 
impediments that lic in the way. I ſhall there- 
fore in the next place mention ſome of therp, that 

fo being acquainted with them, you may avoid 

the influence and danger ofthem. And the 

1-Isa vain credulicy or proneneſs that is in 

men, to credit what ever is propounded and 
tendred to them, eſpecially if it come from ſuch 
as they bear reverence and reſpet to. Such 1s 
the confidence that the generality of children 
have in their parents, ſervants in their maſters, 
pee in their Teachers, and one relation and 
{.1cnd in another, that they are ready, without 
any ſcruple or enquiry, to fſabſcribe to what 
ever they deliver to them. The Pſalnift obſcrv'd 
in his time, that though the principles, and 
courſes of anceſtors were never fo abſurd and 
foalith, yet their credulous ſaccefſors, out of the 
mdiſcreet reverence they bore tothem a d 
of them : This their way (faith he ) 


yet their poſterity approve their . —_— 
owe tis they cighe i Tye dew 

and as wiſe men would have done, but looking 

upon the credit of their anceftors as a ſufficient 
foundation to their faith and confidence, they 
aſſented to what ever they held or praftiſed 25 
found nd good. Now this a dangeouscouthe, 


rr folly, Pſal. 49: 
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andJeads to.no other than; deluſion, and miſery. 
Andtherefore let ;men, be what they will as. to 
their. places, abilities or- pretences, -take not every 
thing tor truth.that they delivery but uſe your 
eycs,' aud fatishe your {clves before. .you give 
your afſent. This God himſelf does in expreſs 

Jer. 22, &, terms require 3-- Even thy brethren \ faith the Pro- 
þhet ) and. the bpuſe of thy father, even they have 
dealt treachtrouſly with thee, * yea, they; bave called a 
mupſſreuge after theez . believe them wvy,, though they 

7, words. zntg thee, | Here he difluadesthe 

ews from the credulity. he- ſaw, chem: addicted 
to, admoniſhing them, that though the perſons 
they had to deal with were never {o.near and 
dear to them,” though they were. their brethren 
and. kinsfolk; though their. pretences were 
never 10 ſpecious and plauſible, yet they ſhould 
not. without better, evidence . than their, own 


ward conhide in them. 


- * . - 


fore them, as uf they could by. the caſt of *an 

2A fathom: the . depth of it,-and pals a right 
ment- upon.it. There is ſearcely any .man 

jude Uliterate or unskilful in Religion, but ' he 
thinks he may judge of things according to what 

_ «hs firſt proſpect or, view they appear to him, 
+: and{{6- looks upon all further enquiry as ſuper- 
Hs and: needleſs; which is a; dangerous as 

well. as 2. groundlels conceit, and may no bet- 

oy conſiſt with..our., ſafety, chan it may with 
Jombling ;and | abaſing; thoughts, we 

ht” to haye of us ſelves. Had. we xetain'd 


= . primitive 39 t.and innocengy, We mon 
ttex 


of I 
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better have lean'd upon our own wiſdom, arid 
canfided in ſudden apprehenſionsz but alas, its 
far otherwiſe. with us, The higheſt Angels in 
the Church have in them ſome-folly, and thoſe 
whom God hath bleſſed with profoundeſt wil- 
dom, know but iz part. Their fight-in the my- 
ſteries of Galvation, is even like his who faw 
men walking like trees, What then ſhall we fay 
of, the common people, who fall almoſt as far 
ſhort of them, as they do of perfefion ? ' May it 
then ſtand with their fafety to truſt to the firſt 
view of things? what js it elſe but to venture 


all ( as it were ) upon a die, and with the ba 


ſuites, alee luſie contendere, caft lots whether they. 


ſhall do their duty or not, and conſequently whe- 
ther they ſhall be ſaved or damned ? 
3.Is careleſneſs and regardlefneſs of - truth, 
which they are'ſofar from eſteeming and thirſt- 
ig after as they thould, that they do not much 
matter whether they have it or not. So they 
can but ſecure their worldly happineſs, and en- 
joy theix honour, weakh and pleaſure, they 
matter not. whether they are in the right or 
wrong; or. what kind of Religion takes place. 


Mars?, 24; 


Wid, Ames 
Bell; Encr. 
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Such a one was Gallio the Proconſul, or Deputy agg; :: 
of Achaia, who though he ſaw the Goſpel per- 17. | 


ſecuted, and the ſervants cf Chriſt trodden un- 
der foot, yet he eared not. _ And this is the dif 
polition of the generality; of:people z ſo they can 
but dwell in.their cizled howſes;: and {it under their 
own vines apd fig-rrees, they regard not the ho- 
nour of God, noricare what\becomes of his cauſe 
and truth,” | 3: $4. 209. EH 


— 


: 4+ 5 lazincs and .ſlothfulnes wv the. _ 
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of Religion, which indi 


them for all ex- 
erciſes and duties of this nature. Such is the 
temper of moſt, that though they. are convinced 
the work 1s neceſſary, and ought by all means 


tobe done, yet rather than they will be at the 
pains of it, they let it alone, and expoſe them- 
{elves to the danger that unavoidably attcnds the 
neglect of it. Thoughthey can ſpeak well of it, 


and'wiſh it were douc, yet out of meer floth- 


Hulueſs, ſtead of falling upon it, and managing 


it with life and vigour, as they ought, they he 
ſtretching themſelves upon” their beds, ſaying 
with Solomon's fluggard, Tet a litth ſleep, a little 


ſhrember, a litthe folding of the hands to ſleep. Aid 


what is the iſſue of it ? why, their poverty comes 
«5 one that travdleth, and their want as an 'armed 
man. As corporal ſlothfulnes brings poverty 
and want upon the body, fo ſpiritual flothfulneſs 
brings it upon the ſoul. 

5. Is multitude of warldly buſineſſes, which 
wholly take up their thoughts, cares and parts, 
and engage them to fuch attendance on them, 
that they cannot ſpage time to look after things 
of a ſpiritual nature. Felix might have convers'd 
with Pa}, and have had the truth, which he was 
a ſtranger to, from him ; but his hands wereſo 
fall-- of other matters, 'that he could: not be ar 
leiſare to do it. , The ſtory of Arntipater King of 
Macedon is well known 3 when: one p 2 
hook to him treating of happineſs, his anſwer 
was, # gotite, Tam not at kiſure, And fo like- 
wiſe is that of the Duke of Ain, . who when 
Henry the 4. of France asked him whether he 

Wikt 


drink-offerings nm 
ber, &c. They ares to: do that which 
comes out of the. mouth of the Lord, as once they 


pretended todo,; when they faid to Moſer, Speak Deure Fe 


0 us al} that the Lord our God ſhell fpeak, untd 
thee, and we will bear and do it; no; but to:do 
that which comes out of their h. Net: 
ther do they da it with neceſlary- lmitati 
reſtrictions, but with eſt. abſoluteneſs and 
peremptoxineſs, as thok that had-/none to con- 
trol or queſtian-them for it:Aid what is that par- 
ticular thing that they thus seſblve to do? why, 
to. worſhip the Moon, here called (-as divers 
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pid. A Expoſiots thiik ) the Sen of Haves: Notwith: 
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-Confcience ir fire rn :{orthat 


Tung the \many high , and #ninent” obliga- 
at they/lay under, to' worſhip 'the trite 
God,--and him only,. yet hey as wa and that 
with greateſbper pv np without rendring 
any'good-reafon for it,” that they will do other- 
wie. [Their words: imply | as much- as if they 
had ſaid, notwithſtanding; all. that we have herd 
and:ſcen of Goth; and'the many and'varioustyes 
that lye upory us/to-adhere and deaveto him, yet 
it:is come: intodur mitids to go after'other Gods, 
and''let what. will be ſaid tothe 'contrary,-we 
are reloly'd'ito do-it7 - And: after © this -matiner 
the irude-multitude carryed theraſelves towards 
Chritt. | — they had nothing to alledge 
againtt himy: yet: they cry-out; Lot him be cricti- 
: Though! after all the- adyatitagious hears 

wg@ ate could ufford:them, they could/urge nos 
thmg' whereof they: might /accuſe him, yer they - 
cry\ ont, Let bim be crucified. Nay, though P:=- 
late told -them vii plain terms that neither he 
nor-Herod could 'finde any fault or-cauſe of death 
in.him,: yet chey ſtill cry out, Let him be cruci- 
fied: q. d. Whettics he be gailtyy' or not guilty, 
fanlfy, -or not faulty; .we are reſolved? to have his 
Life , and therefore ſtand no'Jonger reaſoning 
with: us hey "a: be crucified/s So we read 
how above umpious-and bloody Wretches 
| bound. themſelves unter. & Curſe ,. that! they would 
 2either./eat. 207: till they had kiled. Paul. 
Though:he wasovethat had. lived in wy God 
no 

rld againſt -reohges yet having 
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zaken up \ a malicious prejudice towards. him, 
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they 
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they ſtand no longer to conſult Juſtice, or Equity, 


but reſolve -to be his death. And thus it is with 
many in our dayes; having taken up ( they 
know not how) a diſlike of ſuch a way, they 
are reſolv'd to be againft it , though evidence 
for it be never fo plain and full. The reafon 
wherefore divers will not be Proteftants, 1s be- 
cauſe they have taken up a Purpoſe againlt it ; 
and having done that , they. think it may not 
confiſt with their honour to comply and fall in 
with them. And when men are once got to 
this," they are ſo far from being per{waded to 
bring things to tryall, that they do but deſpiſe 
[A motions leading thereunto. 

And thus I have laid before you ſome of the 
impediments that tend to hinder you from the 
duty I have in this Diſcourſe cleared-up and re- 
commended to you. Let it now, be your care 
to break through them , and overcome them. 
Give your ſelves no reſt till you have found our 
what it 1s that God would have you to beheve 
and do. Even as Davids three mighty men 
broke through the Hoſt of the Philiſtzms to get 
to the Well of Bethlehem ; ſo do you break 
through theſe and other impediments and difh- 
cultics that lie m your way, that ſo at laſt arri- 
ving at the Well of Truth, you may drink of 
the pleaſant and wholſome ſtreams that flow 
therefrom, and be tor ever fatished. 
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